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Aziz has left France, ministry says 

PARIS(R) — Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz has left France 
following medical treatment near the French capital, officials said 
Saturday. The officials declined to say when Mr. Aziz, who arrived on 
Oct. 14, left or for what condition he was treated. The French foreign 
ministry said -last week, the decision to allow in Mr. Aziz, one of 
President Saddam H ossein’s closest associates, was a humanitarian 
gesture which did not reflect a policy change for Paris which has no ties 
with Iraq. But officials were clearly nervous after the influential daily 
Le Monde .said the Iraqi leader’s mat “raises numerous questions" 
and reported Mr. Aziz was well enough to dine out at a well-known 
Lebanese restaurant in Paris. French . state television on Saturday 
interviewed Dr. Louis AJ brand of a medical centre near Evry outside 
Paris who said Mr. Aziz underwent tests and received prescribed 
medicines for an ailment which be declined to indentify. French oil 
companies have held exploratory talks with Iraq and an Iraqi 
opposition group charged last week that Mr. Aziz planned high-level 
meeting? to gram oil concessions to the French in Iraq. Visiting 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat denied , at a press conference on 
. Friday that be- met Mr. Aziz during his stay. 
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Egypt opens trial of blind cleric 

FAYOUM (AP) — A trial opened amid tight security Saturday for 47 
Muslim militants, including a blind Egyptian cleric jailed in (he United 
States in connection with the World Trade Centre bombing. Most of 
the defendants are followers of Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, spiritual 
guide of the outlawed A1 Gamaa Al Eslamiyah, which has claimed 
responsibility for armed attacks in Egypt on security officials, Coptic 
Christians and political figures. They demanded from the defendants' 
cage that the united States release him. The case is a retrial of 
charges, ranging from demonstrating illegally to trying to kill 
policemen, resulting from a 1989 incident in the oasis city of Fayoum, 
100 kilometres southwest of Cairo. They were acquitted then for lack 
of evidence. But retrial was ordered this year because President Hosni 
Mubarak never approved the verdict as required under Egyptian law. 
At least IS police vans surrounded the main Fayoum courthouse. 
Security troops threw up barricades around it. keeping away not only 
bystanders but relatives of the defendants. 
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• Arafat leaves France 

: PARIS (AFP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat flew out 
*. of Paris Saturday at the end of 
a 48-hour visit in which be met 
France’s president. and prime 
minister. Mr. Arafat was 
- *. ~ accompanied by his wife Suha 

... on a flight bound for Tunis, 
airport officials said. His talks 
. " with President Francois Mitter- 
rand and Prime Minister 
Edouard BaDadur focused on 
. . the implementation of the 

Isiaeli-PLO autonomy agree- 
-'■i';. ment and French economic 
aid, government officials said. 

' PLO resumes 

r paying pensions 

v SIDON (R) — The Palestine 

' Liberation Organisation re- 

. sumed paying pensions to 

. fighters and famili es of dead 

guerrillas of its mainstream 
- i. Fateh. group in Lebanon Satur- 
day, Palestinian sources said. 
They said the PLO leadership, 

. ' r ~ which had halted die payments 
" • seven months ago because of a 
financial crisis, has wired the 
sum of $450,000 to cover salar- 
ies 13 eft ies for tbe past three months. 

^ ,cr ^ Sudanese rebel 

-■ leaders meet in U.S. 

. r :?\ WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Sudan’s two leading opposition 
groups meeting in Washington 
■" have agreed on a plan to end 
'• hostilities but stopped short of 
' ’ ■ signing an accord, according to 
a congressional panel. The 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
‘ ~ Movement and the Sudan Peo- 
pies Liberation Army were in- 
■ vited for the talks by House of 
’ Representatives Africa Sub- 
;- committee Chairman Harry 
Johnson, according to a! stato- 
- ment issued by, the panel. The' 
” ' opposition leaders, Jtijjlj 
Garang and Riek Machar, 

: -- agreed on an eight-point plan 
to resolve their differences 
... peacefully and unite against 

Khartoum's government 
forces. No accord was signed, 
however, as neither leader 
*«. would relinquish the position 
’ as the sole opposition chief but 
they did agree to meet again 
r. before Nov.’ 15. Under- 
. . Secretary of State for African 
Affairs George Moose also 
attended tbe meeting, the first 
•j between the two warring fac- 
■Sz tions in two years. 

. Shelling duels, SLA 
militiamen wounded 
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MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas and Israeli-affiliated 
militia gunners duelled using 
howitzers and mortars in South 
Lebanon Saturday. Security 
sources said three militiamen 
were wounded. Tbe sources 
said the 90-minute barrage 
broke out at 5 p.m. (1500 
GMT) when Hizbollah fighters 
shelled an outpost manned by 
Israeli-affiliated South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militiamen. 
They said three SLA militia- 
men were wounded in the ini- 
tial guerrilla barrage after 
which SLA gunners responded 
with howitzers. 

Immigrant stabs 
Jewish militant 

TEL AVIV (R) — An ultra- 
nationalist Jewish settlement 
leader was stabbed and 
seriously wounded Saturday 
>when he questioned the 
.Jewishness of a neighbour, a 
newcomer to Israel from the 
former Soviet Union, settlers 
said. They Sajjl the immigrant 
drew a knife and stabbed 
David Axelrod, a leader of the 
anti-Arab .Kahane Hai move- 
ment, in the abdomen, eye, 
back, neck and hand after Mr. 
Axelrad told him his family 
was not Jewish. The immigrant 
was detained by police. The 
stabbing occurred near a syna- 
gogue in tbe settlement of 
Tapuah, a main base. of. 
Kahane Hai. 

Fahd meets Bhutto 

JEDDAH (AFP) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia held 
• talks, with.. Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto here 
Saturday, the Saudi news agen- 
cy (SPA) reported. Ms. Bhut- 
to, who arrived in Jeddah late 
Friday from. Cyprus, made a 
short pflgnmage to Mecca ear- 
lier. Officials in her delegation 
said Ms. Bhutto was. due. to 
leave Saudi Arabia for Pakis- 
tan late Saturday. 


Israel to free 760 
prisoners today 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL HAS agreed to re- 
lease 760 Palestinian detainees 
Sunday, comprising the side, 
women, children below 18 and 
men over 50, tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said in Cairo Saturday. 

The PLO information office 
said those released would be 
the first of among more than 
11,000 detainees in Israeli pris- 
ons. 

It said tbe PLO and Israel 
agreed in talks at the Egyptian 
resort Taba oh a timetable for 
die “release of all Palestinian 
detainees in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and East Jeru- 
salem.” 

Saturday’s PLO statement 
said a Dec. 13 deadline was 
agreed to complete the mass 
releases. 

The Taba negotiations in- 
volve one of three committees 
established by a PLO-Israel 
framework agreement for 
peace signed in Washington on 
Sept. 13 to work out im- 
plementing procedures. The 
second round ended Thursday, 
and a third is to start Tuesday. 

Israel has released no details 
of agreements made at Taba. 
A communique released after 
Thursday’s negotiating session 
confirmed details of the types 
of prisoners to be released in 
the first groups. 

And on Saturday, an Israeli 
army source m occupied Jeru- 
salem said the releases would 
start “at the beginning of next 
week.” The source explained 
that as Sunday or Monday. 

The PLO statement in Cairo 
confirmed that those released 
will belong to all Palestinian 
factions, including Hamas. 

Nabil Shaath. PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s political 
adviser who beads the Palesti- 
nians’ Taba delegation, told 


reporters during a break in 
talks Thursday that bargaining 
bogged down over PLO de- 
mands that even people ac- 
cused of murder be released. 
Several Hamas people face 
such charges. 

On Saturday, the PLO said: 
“The Israeli side did not want 
to release any prisoners before 
Dec. 13, but Shaath insisted 
that holding prisoners is illegal 
in the first place and they 
should be released immediate- 
ly.” 

Dec. 13 is the date specified 
in the Washington agreement 
for Israel’s occupying forces to 
begin withdrawing from Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. The process is to 
last four months, after which 
the two areas will be under 
Palestinian authority. 

The PLO said two sides dis- 
agreed at Taba over tbe mean- 
ing withdrawaL It ‘’means for 
us total withdrawal and Palesti- 
nian control over all aspects of 
life there including security,” 
the statement said. 

But Israel wants to maintain i 
■security over Jewish settle-' 
meats and free movement for 
Israeli troops in the transferred 
, areas. The PLO said Saturday 
that if Israel plans to use settle- 
ments as a reason to main tain 
control over Gaza and Jericho, 
“these settlements should be 
dismantled and their people 
leave.” 

Dr. Shaath met on Friday 
-with Robert Peiletreap, the 
LLS. ambassador to -Cairo, an 
official at the information 
office said. He said Mr. Pellet- 
reau asked for the meeting to 
be briefed on developments at 
Taba. 

As U.S. ambassador to 
Tunisia, Mr. Pelletreau was 
the first U.S. official to hold 
formal talks with tbe PLO. 
They started in 1988. 


The Americans halted the 
series of discussions because 
the PLO refused to denounce a 
raid on an Israeli beach in early 
1990. 

Alert in Gaza 

Mr. Arafat’s Fateh move- 
ment has put activists on high 
alert in the occupied Gaza 
Strip, where three leading 
members have been assassin- 
ated in tbe six weeks since 
Israel and the PLO signed the 
peace agreement. 

Radio Monte Carlo Satur- 
day quoted a Fateh source as. 
saying that there would be a 
deployment of Palestinian 
guards in the next two days in 
Gaza Strip in accordance with 
a decision taken by the Palesti- 
nian leadership. ' 

An interna] Fateh memoran- 
dum obtained by Reuters 
Saturday ordered activists to 
the “maximum grade of fight- 
ing readiness” in response to 
what it called the “emergency 
circumstances and tbe serious 
conspiracy woven against our 
movement.” 

j The memorandum called on 
Fateh supporters to come for- 
iward quickly with information 
that could prevent further inci- 
dents. 

The third assassinated Fateh 
leader, Asaad Saftawi, was 
buried in Gaza on Friday, one 
day after masked gunmen shot 
him dead in broad daylight. 
Thousands of Gazans went to 
the funeral. 

Some Palestinians have 
blamed the killings on conflict 
within Fateh, the movement 
which has led Palestinian sup- 
port for the PLO-Israeii agree- 
ment. 

But Mr. Arafat said Friday 
(Continued on page 10) 


IAF says prime minister 
did little to allay its fears 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) has protested 
to Prime Minister Abdul Salara 
Al Majali what it alleges are 
government actions aimed at 
limiting its chances of winning 
seats in the next parliamentary 
elections on Nov. 8, but the 
meeting did Bttle to narrow the 
gap between the two rides, 
LAF Secretary General Ishaq 
Al Farhan said Saturday. 

At a meeting with Dr. Ma- 
jali Thursday, the IAF pro- 
tested the transfer of “tens of 
civil servants who support the 
front from their places of work 
to other governors tes and a 
Ministry of Interior ban on 
holding public rallies, accord- 
ing to Dr. Farhan. 

He said the prime 

minister gave him no assur- 
ances that the ■ government 
would stop what the from 
claims are measures targetting 
it. 

“We need to examine the 
situation more clearly and be 
very cautious,” Dr. Farhan 
told the Jordan Times Satur- 
day. 

Sources told the Jordan 
Times that Dr. Majali stood 
finn against the IAF protests 
and reiterated government 
statements that his Cabinet is 
acting within the limits of the 
Jaw, 

Dr. Farhan said the IAF is 
growing more “uneasy” with 
the alleged government cam- 
paign against it. 

‘The government is inten- 
sifying tins campaign step by 
step. We feel uneasy abont the 
whole situation,” Dr. Farhan 
said. - - - - 

Similar charges against the 
government were Saturday 
levelled by two leftist parties 

The leftist Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Popular Unity Party and 
die Jordanian People's Demo- 
cratic Party, who also charged 


that the government’s actions 
have given reason to doubt 
that the elections will be con- 
ducted freely and fairly (tee 
page 10). 

Dr. Farhan said the govern- 
ment over die last few days 
“arbitrarily” transferred tens 
of dvil servants who support it 
from their places of work in 
different govemo rates to other 
areas in the country in what he 
described as an attempt to 
weaken the front’s perform- 
ance in the elections, 

"Eleven supporters of the 
front employed by the Ministry 
of Education in Tafileh were 
earlier last week transferred to 
other govemorates m what the 
government insists is a legal 
procedure justified by the law 
which says government em- 
ployees should not be involved 
m election campaigns. 

The transfer of the em- 
ployees was carried out in 
accordance with “article 64 of 
the Election Law which states 

that government public in- - 
stitutions and local authorities 
employees are banned from 
campaigning for any candi- 
date.” Minister of Interior 
Salameh Hammad Thursday 
told the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

Dr. Farhan said the front 
strongly differs with the gov- 
ernment’s interpretation of tbe 
law that civil servants’ political 
activities should be restricted 
to casting their votes. 

Though he alleges the front 
has been done “a great injus- 
tice” by the government. Dr. 
Farhan said the ‘‘government’s 
pressure on the front is still 
tolerable.” However, he said, 
the front, the largest organised 
political group tn the King- 
dom, will reconsider its deci- 
sion to contest the polls if the 
government forces confronta- 
tion upon it 

“We still believe that the 
only assurance (that the elec- 
tions will be fair) is tbe pledge 
of His^ Majesty,” Dr. Farhan 


said. 

Dr. Farhan also cited the 
government’s rejection to 
grant the front permission to 
hold campaigning rallies as an 
example of the government’s 
effort to limit the front. 

Dr. Farhan said tbe front 
will not compromise its right to 
present its views to the voters 
through public meeting? and 
rallies and wfl] look for ways to 
go around the ban. 

“We will hold meetings but 
will not call them rallies,” be 
said. 

The Ministry of Interior has 
enforced its legal right to ban 
parliamentary candidates from 
bolding public rallies in state - 
owned sites. No such decision 
was taken in the 1989 elec- 
tions. 

The Islamic Front, the poli-. 
tical arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, is fielding 36 
candidates in tbe country's 20 
voting constituencies. And 
whDe Dr. Farhan would only 
say that the front is working to 
ensure the election of tbe 
largest number of. its candi- 
dates, independent observers 
say the front will not be able to 
get more than 20 seats in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

IAF leaders have said the 
front is not seeking a majority 
in the House in order to allow 
other political groups a repre- 
sentation m Parliament while 
observers say the IAF does not 
want to dominate the house 
because of what they call the 
negative political consequ- 
ences of such an eventuality on 
Islamists. 

In the event of the IAF 
obtaining a majority in the 
House, it would run the risk of 
provoking confrontation with 
tiie government if it decided to 
posh for the implementation of 
its political programme of 
opposing the peace process 
and the IMF-prescribed adjust- 
ment programme, observers 


say. 
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His Majesty King H ossein Saturday receives message from President AH Abdullah Saleh. At 
Yemeni Minister of Development and P lanning right is Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Abdul Karim Iryani (left) who delivered to him a Shaker (Petra photo) 

King receives Yemeni message 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- 
day received a message from 
Yemeni President Ali Abdul- . 
lab Saleh dealing with\ 
Yemeni-Jordanian relations. 

The message was delivered 
at the Royal Court by Yeme- 
ni Minister of Development ' 
and Planning Abdul Karim 


Al Iryani in the presence of 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shak.er, the King's 
advisor Yanal Hikmat and 
Yemen's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ali Abu Lahoom. 

Upon his arrival earlier 
Saturday, Dr. Iryani said the 
message to tbe King was part 
of constant coordination be- 


twee n the two co untries. 

Referring to the recent 
flurry of political activities in 
the Middle East and Jordan’s 
role. Dr. Iryani said that Am- 
man was the “focal point in 
the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess and it was natural that it 
serves as a meeting place for 
various contacts pertaining to 
peace.” 


Abstentions scuttle meeting of 
Arab Boycott of Israel Office 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The indefinite 
postponement of a meeting of 
the Arab Boycott of Israel 
Office-in Damascus scheduled 
to, be held Sunday cqpie. after 
eight Arab countries indicated 
that they would not attend it, 
Jord anian officials and Arab 
diplomatic sources said Satur- 
day. 

A senior member of the 
Jordanian cabinet said the 
Kingdom was not among the 
eight, but reiterated that Am- 

1 man’s position on the 45-year- 
old Arab trade boycott of 
Israel remained unchanged. 

“Our position was made 
very dear by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince H&ssan dur- 
ing his visit to Washington” 
late last month and early this 
month, said Jawad AJ Anani, 
minister of state for Prime 
Ministry affairs. 

After an Oct. 1 meeting at 
the White House with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, Crown Prince Hassan 
said it would be “economic' 
suicide” for the Arabs to lift 
the boycott of Israel without 
gaining anything in return. 

‘To those who have said the 
boycott is economic warfare, 1 
would say removing the 
boycott is economic suidde,” 
the Crown Prince told an Oct. 

2 press conference in Washing- 
ton. 

One. of the key themes dur- 
ing last week’s Middle East 
visit by U.S. troubleshooter 
’Dennis Ross was advancing 
Washington’s quest for an end 
to tbe boycott. 

Dr. Anani said Mr. Ross 
raised the issue during bis talks 
here Tuesday/Wednesday. The- 
U.S. envoy “explained the 
American position,” Dr. Ana- 
ni said. “The Jordanian posi- 
tion is known to Washington 
already,” he noted. , 

Addressing a press confer- 


ence after the talks, Mr. Ross 
said that Washington viewed 
“restrictions drr- economic -ac- 
tivity are inconsistent with 
trying to begin to develop eco- 
nomic cooperation ana also 
trying to foster economic de- 
velopment, itself,” 

Dr. Anani told tbe Jordan 
Times Saturday that Washing- 
ton had raised “various ideas 
and avenues” of ending the 
boycott. He declined to elabo- 
rate. 

Arab diplomats said 
Washington had informed 
some of its Arab allies in the 
Gulf region and North Africa 
that a meeting of the Arab 
Boycott Office at this point in 
time would not be helpful to 
the two-year-old Middle East 
peace process. 

“The idea was that the (Oct. 
24) Damascus meeting would 
have led to a hardening of the 
Arab stand at a time when 
Washington was seeking a 
softening,” said a senior Arab 
diplomat in Amman. 

The diplomat was referring 
to expectations that countries 
like host Syria, whose media 
have called for stricter enforce- 
ment of the embargo. Libya, 
which opposes the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) accord and insists 
that the Arab League adopt a 
ban on all Arab contacts with 
Israel, and Sudan, another cri- 
tic of tbe Middle East peace 
process, would have pushed 
for adding more international 
firms to the boycott list during 
Sunday’s meeting. 

Edward Djerejian, assistant 
secretary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs, indicated dur- 
ing a bearing before a House of 
Representatives sub- 
committee on Friday that 
Washington could have been 
instrumental in the postpone- - 
ment of the meeting. 

Mr. Djerejian told the com- 
mittee that Washington was 
continuing its efforts to lift the 
boycott through various 


means. 

“Some of (the Arab coun- 
tries) are very reluctant to do 
so for the obvious political 
reasons, but we're urging upon 
them that this is a new day. this 
is a new cra^ hc. said. 

Pro-Israeli congressmen 
have been focusing their atten- 
tion on lifting tbe boycott and 
pressing the Clinton adminis- 
tration to pressure Arab states 
into dropping the embargo, 
which Israel says has cost it $45 
billion in lost business opportu- 
nities. 

Mr. Djerejian told the 
House panel that the adminis- 
tration had raised its “objec- 
tions to an Arab League 
boycott meeting, especially 
one that would add American 
companies to a boycott list...” 

Grilled by congressmen on 
what were the prospects for 
Sunday's Damascus meeting, 
Mr. Djerejian disclosed that 
Washington had “made its 
views known, and we have 
reason to believe that certain 
countries will not attend such a 
meeting, if, indeed, it even 
takes place in the Arab 
World.” 

The Arab League members 
which opposed Sunday’s meet- 
ing of the boycott office were 
believed to be tbe PLO, Egypt 
and the six Gulf states grouped 
in the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Oman. Bahrain. 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

Egypt, which has signed the 
Arab World’s only peace trea- 
ty with Israel, no longer en- 
forces the boycott while the- 
Gulf states have relaxed their 
adherence to the embargo. 

The PLO, which signed a 
historic accord with Israel on 
Sept. 13 on self-rule for the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, has said that while 
it will not advocate an immedi- 
ate end to the embargo it 
would not support tightening it 
either. 


Majali to 
address 
UNESCO 
on peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali Saturday left for Paris for a 
brief visit during which he will 
address a general meeting of # 
the United Nations Education- * 
al. Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) ab- 
out peace in the Middle East. 

“I have received an invita- 
tion to the UNESCO general 
conference, which starts Sun-* 
day, to speak about peace 
since I served for sometime as 
head of the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
negotiations,” Dr. MajaH said 
in a departure statement. 

“Peace is of paramount im- 
portance for UNESCO be- 
cause the organisation has 
been established on principles 
that advocate peace.” he 
added. 

The UNESCO meeting will 
present a good opportunity for 
the delegates to hear the 
Jordanian views concerning 
peace, he said. 

Dr. Majali will deliver a 
general speech about peace 
and Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Khaled’ 
Omari will deliver Jordan's 
official address to the UN- 
ESCO. 

Dr. Majali said he would 
seize the opportunity of being 
in Paris to contact French offi- 
cials. 

“Most likely, there will be* 
some arrangements for me to 
meet with French officials at 
the highest level to discuss 
Jordanian-French issues as 1 
well as the question of peace," 
he said. 

The prime minister said he. 
would also exchange views, 
with Arab and non-Arab 
ministers participating in the 
UNESCO conference. 

On preparations for the 
Nov. 8 elections in Jordan, Dr. 
Majali said the process was 
accelerating. “We hope that 
this acceleration would be be- 
neficial although one could en- 
counter pitfalls," he said. 

He expressed , ■ satisfaction ' 
over the turnout of the citizens 
to collect voting cards. He 
noted that in five days more 
than half a million cards were 
distributed. 

“The more voters turn out 
on election day to cast ballots ■ 
the better the representation of 
the various sectors in the next 
Parliament is. and this is of : 
paramount importance,” he 
said. 

“Fortunately most of the 
candidates are presenting mod- 
erate and reasonable slogans 
reflecting hope in the future," 
be said. 

“I have noticed that most of 
the slogans look to the future 
and not ruminating the past.” 

Seeing off the prime minister 
at the airport were Minister of 
Information Ma’an Abu 
Nowar, who will be acting; pre- 
mier in the absence of Dr. 
Majali, Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Al Anani, Minister of State for 
Legal Affairs Khaled Zou'bi. 
Minister of State Ahmad' 
Akailah and senior govern- 
ment officials 


Hurd wants Syria, Israel to seek accord 


DAMASCUS (Agendes) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd urged speed y 
resumption of Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks Saturday to break a 
deadlock in stalled negotia- 
tions. 

Addressing a news confer- 
ence after a three-hour meet- 
ing with President Hafez Al 
Asad in Damascus, Mr. Hurd 
said Britain stood ready to 
fadiitate talks in any way that 
did not complicate the U.S. 
initiative. 

Asked what was needed to 
make a breakthrough in the 
two-year-old negotiations. Mr. 
Hurd said: “A resumption of 
the Israeli-Syrian bilateral 
(talks) as soon as that may be 
so that the peace concept of 
total peace for total withdrawal 


can be analysed and agreed.” 

Mr. Hurd said Syria had 
reiterated its commitment to 
total peace for total withdrawal 
fait had expressed “worries” 
that Israel was not committed. 

“What was emphasised to 
me from the Syrian side was a 
Syrian commitment to the bi- 
lateral talks although there was 
some worry that the Israeli side 
was not so much committed. 
Their wony needs to be re- 
moved so each side (can) see 
the other as serious,” Mr. 
Hurd said. 

Israel demands an explana- 
tion of what Syria means by 
total peace before it accepts 
Damascus's call for total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

The two made no tangible 


progress in 11 rounds of talks 
and Syria threatened to 
boycott the 12th round if there 
is no movement. 

“Once there is a renewed 
understanding on each side 
that the other is serious then 
the talks can proceed and an 
agreement can be reached," 
Mr. Hurd said. 

Mr. Hurd noted that Syria’s 
interest is in “total withdraw- 
al” while Israel's is “total 
peace.” 

“Each side will have to show 
some flexibility in defining 
what the two halves of this 
phrase mean... and they need 
to get together as soon as may 
be, in order to continue that 
discussion,” he said. 

Syrian presidential spokes- 
man Joubran Kourieb told 


Reuters that President Assad 
welcomed Britain's readiness 
to play an active role in the 
peace process. 

“Hurd expressed Britain's 
interest in helping the peace 
process and its belief that a 
solution in the region should 
be comprehensive. He express- 
ed his understanding of the 
Syrian stand and its commit- 
ment to a comprehensive set- 
tlement,” Mr. Kourieh said. 

Earlier, Mr. Hurd had two 
hours of talks with Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. 

Mr. Hurd said his talks with 
Syrian leaders covered ways of 
promoting bilateral coopera- 
tion which be said had de- 
veloped steadily since the res- 
toration of diplomatic ties in 
1990. 









tiali brushes aside 
Somali visit protests 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali brushed aside Friday the 
significance of protests that 
marred his Somalia visit and 
said the world body had played 
a positive role in the country. 

“In 95 per cent of the terri- 
tory, peace prevails, security 
prevails," Dr. Ghali said on his 
return to Kenya after a one- 
day trip to Somalia. 

“We've been able try restore 
hope for the population.” 

Pressed by journalists about 
the demonstrations mounted 
against his visit in both Baidoa 
and the Somali, capital Moga- 
dishu, Dr. Ghali replied he had 
met such protests before, in- 
cluding the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo. 

“My first responsibility is 
with the staff (of the United 
Nations),” he said, adding: “I 
have to show my solidarity 
with them." 

Hundreds of angry support 
ters of fugitive Somali warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
held rallies and erected barri- 
cades of burning tyres while 
Dr. Ghali made a two-hour 
visit to Mogadishu airport 
Friday. 

Earlier in Baidoa, 300 
kilometres north-west of 
Mogadishu, the secretary- 
general’s arrival triggered scuf- 
fles between Aideed suppor- 
ters protesting his visit and a 
rival group who had turned out 
to welcome him, U.N. officials 
said. 

The U.S. government had 
warned Dr. Ghali that his visit 
could trigger protests similar to 
those during his last trip in 
January. ’ 

Questioned on Gen. 
Aideed, Dr. Ghali told the 
press conference that all op- 
tions were open: “My purpose 
is to achieve dialogue... you 
have to speak to everyone to 
avoid confrontation.” 

“I have no personal feeling 
for or against (Aideed),” he 
added. 

The secretary-general said 
that what the United Nations 
had achieved in Baidoa, where 
thousands of Somalis were 
starving last year, was a “suc- 
cess story.” 

“What we have done in 
Somalia is positive,” he said, 
adding that be had discussed 
renaming the town with its 
elders, who had accepted his 
suggestion trf “New Baidoa.’ *“ 

Dr. Ghali spent several 
hours in Baidoa where be vi- 
sited a school and an orphan- 
age, and was welcomed by 
Somali elders, U.N. officials 
said. 

In June tire U.N. Security 


Council passed a resolution 
calling for the arrest of those 
responsible for the killing of 24 
Pakistani U.N. troops. The 
U.N. mission in Somalia 
promptly issued an arrest war- 
rant for Gen. Aideed and 
offered a reward for informa- 
tion leading to his capture. 

But attempts by U.N. forces 
to- capture Gen. Aideed have 
failed, with some 70 foreign 
troops dying in dashes with 
armed Somalis- since June. 

Subsequently U.N. officials 
negotiated with members -of 
Gen. Aideed 1 ! Somali Nation- 
al Alliance (SNA) in a bid to 
lure it into a peace process. 

RepuMkans seek probe 

Congressman Newt Gingrich 
and five opposition Republican- 
colleagues Friday called for an 
investigation into whether the 
Central Intelligence .Agency 
(CIA) believed there was a 
serious threat to American 
troops in Somalia before 18 
died in a firefight three weeks 
ago. 

The lawmakers asked Rep. 
Dan Glickman, Democratic 
chairman of the House of 
Representatives Intelligence 
Committee, to determine if the 
CIA had filed a report foretell- 
ing the deadly Oik. 3-4 battle 
in Mogadishu. 

They also asked Mr. Glick- 
man to find out if the CIA had 
ever given such a report to top 
administration officials and die 

militar y, 

The Boston Globe reported 
on Sept. 30 that a (HA report 
conducted that Gen. Aideed 
was “concentrating his forces 
in one part of the city, 
apparently with the aim of 
launching a major and politi- 
cally debilitating - attack -on 
U.N. forces " . 

Eighteen U.S. troops died in 
the Mogadishu battle, more 
than 70 were wounded and at 
least one was captured. Chief 
Warrant Officer Michael 
Durant was later released by 
his captors. 

The lawmakers noted that 
Mr. Glickman has said that 
intelligence may not have been 
given the priority it deserves. 

“Even more troubling, 
however, is the possibility that 
onr .intelligence community 
possessed timely and accurate 
intelligence information on the 
danger to our forces,' but foiled 
to provide it to policymakers 
or to appropriate military lead- 
ers,” the six Republicans said. 

“Worse, it may have been 
provided to policymakers who 
either ignored it or failed to 
take it seriously,” they said. 


No more secret talks, 
PLO negotiator says 


LONDON (R) — Ahmad 
Qoreia, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) offi- 
cial who initialled a landmark 
deal with Israel in secret talks 
in Norway, said Friday there 
was no more need for clandes- 
tine negotiations, 

“No more secret negotia- 
tions ...now it is open,” 
Qoreia, also known as Abu 
Alaa, said when asked by re- 
porters whether be was en- 
gaged in' further behind-the- 
scenes tails with the Israelis. 

Mr. Qoreia and an Israeli 
negotiator concluded the deal 
for Palestinian self-rule in the 1 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho in the dead of 
night in an upstairs rOom at a 
Norwegian Foreign Ministry 
building in central Oslo in Au-. 
gust! 

Israel and the PLO later 
announced that Norway had 
hosted 14 rounds of secret talks 
this year. A formal signing 
took place in Washington last 
month. 

Mr. Qoreia, on the last leg 
of a European tour, said he 
discussed a planned visit to 
Britain by PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat in talks with Foreign 
Office ministers this week and 
a provisional date of mid-De- 
cember was agreed. 

“I think it wQI be in the 
middle of December that 
Chairman Arafat will be at that 
time available,” said Mr. 
Qoreia, head of the. PLO’s 
Economics Department, 


adding that this was discussed 
m talks on Thursday with Fore- 
ign Office Minister Douglas 
Hogg. 

Mr. Qoreia, who visited 
France, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, Italy and Spain and 
would be returning to PLO 
headquarters in Tunis at the 
weekend, said his talks with 
Mr. Hogg and Overseas De- 
velopment Minister Baroness 
Chaucer had been “construc- 
tive and positive.” 

He said he had briefed the 
ministers on the PLO’s re- 
quirements for setting up self- 
rule authorities and had re- 
ceived promises of British sup- 
port and aid, including technic- 
al assistance and training. 

Mr. Qoreia said an initial 
$600 million package of inter- 
national aid for the first year of 
a Palestinian emergency prog- 
ramme would concentrate on 
infrastructure projects such as 
roads, water, sewerage, hospit- 
als, schools and telecom- 
munications. 

He said the peace process 
would be taken forward in a 
series of meetings, including 
self-rule implementation talks 
in the Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Taba , meetings starting in 
November of an economics 
committee, formal bilateral 
negotiations in Washington 
and a liaison committee being 
formed to discuss the return of. 
an estimated 750,000 displaced 
Palestinians. 


Mubarak to convey Arab 
views, seeks continued aid 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, winding 
up a round of talks with Arab 
leaders, will give President Bfl] 
CKnton the latest Arab view of 
the Mideast peace process when 
the two meet Monday in 
Washington. 

Mr. Mubarak’s talks will 
concentrate on ways of im- 
plementing the IsraekPalestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreement and pushing 
forward the stalled Syrian ana 
Lebanese negotiations with 
Israel, Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa told, reporters. 

In. the past two weeks, Mr. 
Mubarak has met with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa, Saudi King Fahd and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 
Mr. Musa travelled to Jordan 
on Thursday for talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Mr. Mubarak, whose coun- 
try is the only Arab state at 
peace with Israel, has been 
acting as a mediator in Middle 
East negotiations. 


As chairman of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity, Mr. 
Mubarak also want; to discuss 
the situation in Somalia, Mr.' 
Musa said. He added Mr. 
Mubarak also will express 
Egypt’s need for support in its 
economic reform programme. 

On his way back to Cairo, 
Mr. Mubarak is due to hold 
talks with French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

Mr. Mubarak, endorsed as 
head of state for another six 
years after a referendum this 
month, will meet President 
Clinton and what amounts to a 
roll call of congressional lead- 
ers as Egypt's S2.2 billion aid 
package comes under budget 
pressure. 

The Egyptian leader origi- 
nally planned to visit Washing- 
ton last month after attending 
the U.N. General Assembly in 
New York. He cancelled the 
trip to stay at home and mount 
an unprecedented campaign 
for the referendum in which be 
stood unchallenged. 


Iran, N. Korea to test new missile in desert — report 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran 
appears to be moving closer to 
boosting its arsenal with a new 
medium-range missile de- 
veloped with North Korea that 
would bring Israel into range 
for the first time and upset the 
balance of power in the Gulf. 

The Arabic-language A! 
Sharq A1 Awsat daily reported 
Friday that Iran and North 
Korea world test the missile, 
identified as the No-Dong 2, in 
southeastern Iran later this 
month. 

The No-Dong 2 apparently 
is a more powerful variant of 
North Korea's No-Dong 1 sys- 
tem, whose development Iran 
has been funding for the last 
few years in its drive to build 
up its missile force. 

There was no way to verify 
the AJ Sharq A1 Awsat report, 
which quoted unnamed 
sources in Tehran. But in- 
formed Western sources said 
that North Korea test-fired the 
missile for the first time over 
the Sea of Japan last June. 

Little is known about.it in 
the West beyond that is an 
advanced type of Scud, far 


more powerful than the Scud- 
based missiles Iraq launched 
against Israel and Saudi Arabia 
in the 1991 Gulf war. 

The No-Dong 1, a two- 
stage, liquid-fueled weapon, is 
based -'Oh the Soviet-build 
Scud-C missile 'and is believed 
to carry an 800- kilogramme 
conventional warhead and 
have a range of 1,000 
kilometres. 

- While it is classified as a 
medium-range weapon, in ' a 
regional context it is consi- 
dered a long-range system that 
would double Tehran's missile 
reach. 

That would bring Israel 
within range for the first time 
and extend Tehran’s reach into 
Iraq, Turkey,- Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states. 

If Iran acquired missfles of 
this caliber, it would rank 
second only to Saudi Arabia in 
terms of missile reach. 

The Saudis bought CSS-2 
ballistic missiles, with a range 
of 2,700 kilometres, from Chi- 
na before the end of the 1980- 
88 Iran-lraq war. 

These can cany nuclear war- 


beads, but the Saudis say they 
will only cany conventional 
warheads of high explosive. 

Tehran has reportedly 
negotiated the purchase of 150 
No-Dong IS. which would also 
•be able to carry nudear or 
chemical .warheads; Western 


' U.S. tjffidals said last spring 
they believed North Korea 
could be ready to deliver No- 
Dong IS to Iran by the end of 
this year, sooner than pre- 
viously estimated... 

The new timetable followed 
a visit to Pyongyang, the North 
Korean capital, by a high-level 
Iranian military delegation led 
by Brigadier-General Hussein 
Mantequei, commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards Corps 
missile fence. 

The delegation, which ar- 
rived in Pyongyang March 28, 
included senior missile experts, 
diplomatic sources reported. 

A1 Sharq A1 Awsat, a Saudi 
Arabian-owned daily, quoted 
its sources in Tehran as saying 
that a North Korean military 
delegation is now in Iran pre- 
paring for the new No-Dong 2 


test in the Lut desert. 

The Iranians have a missile 
testing site at a large military 
complex at Shahrud, 320 
kilometres east of Tehran. 

That is linked to a monitor- 
ing facility sooth of Tabas, 400 
kilometres southeast of 
Tehran, in Iran’s Great Salt 
desert and near the site where 
the ill-fated U.S. attempt to 
rescue the Tehran embassy 
hostages came to grief in April 
1980. 

The Islamic republic is cur- 
rently engaged in a major 
rearmament programme that 
has alarmed the United States 
and its regional allies. 

It has been determined to 
build up its own force of 
medium-range missiles since 
the 1980-88 war, when Iranian 
morale suffered heavily from 
repeated Iraqi missile strikes 
on Tehran. 

Iran began funding North 
Korean -missile development in 
1985, during the war with Iraq, 
and has continued bankrolling 
these programmes in exchange 
for production technology. 


Chad says coup attempt thwarted 

* ..... .m. j j. ,u. m Mr. Debv. rath 


N’DJAMENA, Chad t (Agen- 
des) — The government im- 
posed an overnight curfew on 
the capital Friday after gunfire 
broke out as an opposition 
leader attempted to mount an 
attack, a presidential spokes- 
man said. ' 

Abbas Kouty and his sup- 
porters failed in their attempt 
and Mr. Kouty was killed, re- 
ports said. 

It was not immediately dear 
if any major fighting was in- 
volved. The spokesman said he 
did not know bow many fight- 
ers were loyal to Mr. Kouty or 
if any were from the mfliraiy. 

Mr. Kouty, a former military 
chief of staff of President Idns 
Deby, was forced into exile last 
year but returned this summer 
after negotiations with the gov- 
ernment, the spokesman said. 

Chad, a north -central Afri- 
can nation of 5.5 million, has 
been repeatedly shaken by vio- 


lence in recent months. A cur- 
few was also ordered in August 
after ethnic dashes killed more 
than 100 people.' 

Mr. Deby' has sought * to 
ipainfain power despite forma- 
tion of an interim government 
headed by Prime' Minister 
Fidel Moungar since early this 
year. Mr. Deby seized power 
from Hissene Habre in Decem- 
ber 1990. 

Mr! Deby’s soldiers were ac- 
cused by Amnesty Internation- ' 
al in April of massacring more 
than 500 people in 2 years, 100 
of them during that' month 
alone. The government has 
since ordered an investigation, 
and trials in the latest killings. 

Much of the violence centres 
on conflicts between Arab 
Muslim nomads of the north, 
where Mr. Deby comes from, 
and black Christian farmers of 
the south. Friction rose since a 


drought in 1974 forced nomads 
to move south from their arid 
pastures. 

Residents reported shooting 
during Friday afternoon and 
said troops and tanks were on 
the streets but by evening the 
city was calm. _ 

A government statement 
read on state radio said Mr. 
Root?, who had signed a peace 
accord with the government 
only last week, died of wounds 
received in an exchange of fire 
with security forces trying to 
arrest him. 

The statement said the gov- 
ernment had learned of a coup 
plan by Mr. Kouti in tune to 
prevent it. Mr. Kouti’s com- 
panions had been arrested. 

Several rebel groups in the 
impoverished, landlocked coun- 
try are threatening the rule of 
Mr. Deby. 

Mr. Kouti, a former dose 


aide to Mr. Deby, retimed 
from otile last month, after 
signing a political peace accord 
in Libya with the Chadian go* 
eminent. The deal was bro- 
kered by the Libyan and 
Sudanese governments. 

Mr. Deby critiosedi Prime 
Minister Moungar for allowing 
Mr. Kouti's return. . 

Last weekend Mr. Kouti 
signed a new accord with the 
government which legitimised 
his rebel group and enabled ft 
to operate as a political party 
and merge its forces with the 
national army. 

“The government reassures 
foe population that eveiythmg 
will be done to save the demo- 
cratic process.” the statement 
said. • 

A national pro-democracy 
conference led to the forma- - 
tion of an interim government 
early this year. __ 


Qadhafi coup attempt reportedly confirmed 

WASHINGTON (R) — The commander of Libya’s forces in 
Chad attempted to overthrow Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi earlier this week, ABC news reported Friday. The 
commander was thwarted by Colonel Qadhafi’s air force when 
he pushed toward the Libyan capital of Tripoli with armoured 
units from Chad, which borders on Libya, according to ABC 
ABC also reported that 250 soldiers were killed and hundreds 
more taken prisoner. ABCs Pentagon correspondent attri- 
buted this information to unnamed sources and gave no 
further details. He did not identify by name the leader of the 
attempted coup. Western and Arab diplomats based in Tripoli 
told Reuters Thursday that rumours have circulated in Tripoli 
for days about some sort of incident m or near the central city 
of Misratah. They said there had since been arrests and bouse 
searches in Tripoli. 

Morocco, Polisario to hold talks on Sahara 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Representatives of Morocco 
and the Guemila Polisario Front will hold direct talks here 
beginning Monday on the future of Western Sahara and a 
long-delayed referendum, the United Nations announced. Tbe 
U.N. announcement said the talks would be open-ended, but 
did not give any specifics. The heads of the delegations were 
not announced. The special U.N. representative for Western 
Sahara, former Pakistan Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub- 
Khan, will attend as an observer. The first round of direct talks 
were held at Laayoune, in the Western Sahara, from July 17 to 
19. Under a U.N. peace plan, a referendum was to be held last 
year, but it was delayed because of disagreements between 
Morocco and the Polisario rebels about voter lists and 
eligibility. Eventually, voters will be asked to choose either 
independence or union with Morocco. U.N. military observers 
are monitoring a ceasefire that took effect in 1991, but are 
unable to implement the entire peace plan because of various 
disagreements on the referendum and other issues. Guerrillas 
of the Polisario Front have been fighting Morocco for control 
of the largely desert region. Morocco annexed over 182,000 
square kilometres of the land in 1976. Morocco accuses 
Algeria of backing the guerrillas. 

Few leads in Satanic Verses shooting 

OSLO (AP) — Police say they have few leads in the shooting 
of foe Norwegian publisher of Salman Rushdie’s foe Satanic 
Verses but were attempting to trace three men. Publisher 
William Nygaard, 50, was shot three times in foe back outside 
his home on Oct. 11. He was expected to recover completely. 
Oslo police offered a 100,000 kroner ($14,000) reward for 
information about foe attack. They told foe Norwegian news 
agency NTB that an unusual kind of 44-calibre handgun 
ammunition was used to shoot Mr. Nygaard, and that all 
buyers of foe 2.000 rounds sold in Norway were being 
checked. Police were also tracking three men seen near Mr. 
Nygaard's bouse at foe time of tbe shooting. Police said they 
had no evidence linking foe attack to tbe Satanic Verses, 
which the late Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini of Iran declared 
blasphemous in 1989. He also ordered the death of author 
SaJman Rushdie and anyone connected with foe book. Lari: 
week, foe Iranian embassy denied allegations from Mr. 
Rushdie and others that Iran was responsible for foe shooting. 
Foreign Minister Johan Jorgen Holst on Thursday told 
parliament that he had summoned Iranian diplomats a day 
earlier to receive a note asking Iran to reject foe death 
sentence and encourage Muslims and non-Muslims to obey the 
laws of their country of residence. “We cannot accept that this 
is about a religious matter as long as it affects the rights of 
people, including those living in onr. country,” Mr. Holst told 
foe parliament. 

Kurdish rebels kill Turkish general 

ANKARA (AP) — Heavy fighting broke out after separatist 
Kurdish guerrillas killed a Turkish brigadier general during an 
attack on a town in southeastern Turkey, news media 
reported. Gen. Bahtiyar Aydin, the regional military police 
commander, was shot dead Friday in the town of Lice, some 
700 kilometres from foe capital, foe Anatolia news agency 
said. State television said foe guerrillas fired on government 
buildings and military headquarters m foe province of Diyar- 
bakir. Gen. Aydin was foe highest ranking military victim in 
the nine-year insuigenqr by foe Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). 
The pro-guerrilla Kurdistan News Agency, based in Germany, 
quoted a guerrilla commander as saying government tanks and 


artillery fired indiscriminately at buildings in Lice, causing 
hundreds of civilian casualties. The government declined to 
give any casualty figures. Independent press sources in foe 
area, speaking on condition of anonymity, reported daylong 
battles and said many houses were burning. 

U.S., Turkey say Iraq sanctions to stay 

WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe United States and Turkey said 
Friday international sanctions against Iraq must be maintained 
despite tire damage to Turkey’s economy from the trade 
embargo with Baghdad. The White House issued a joint 
U.S.-Turlcish statement foal followed an Oct. 15 meeting 
between President Bill Clinton and Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Oiler. Turkey was Iraq's largest trading partner before 
tire Gulf crisis and has lost an estimated $300 million a year in 
transit fees since ft dosed two Iraqi oil export pipelines across 
its territory in August 1990. In her meeting with Mr. Clinton, 
Ms. Oiler appealed for help to offset foe losses to Ankara’s 
economy. Mr. Clinton replied that be wanted to help but 
without spending U.S. tax dollars. The statement made dear 
tile United States was willing to do- nothing more than 
“continue speedy discussion at both political and expert 
levels.” The two leaders had directed senior-level delegations 
to meet and engage in a detailed review of Turkey’s situation 
as a result of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and its aftermath. 

Egypt to open mission in South Africa 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt plans to open a diplomatic mission in 
South Africa next month as a first step towards establishing 
full diplomatic relations, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Friday. Egypt did not main tarn diplomatic ties wifo 
South Africa previously because of Pretoria's apartheid policy. 
The mission win be beaded by a senior Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry offidai, Mona Omar. Full diplomatic ties are 
expected to be established after South African multiracial 
elections planned for April 1994. 

Israel to set up hi-tech farm in China 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel is to build a model farm in China, 
to' demonstrate the latest techniques in agriculture and 
irrigation, Agriculture Minister Yaakov Tzur said Friday. The 
derails of foe project will be worked out wifo bis Chinese 
counterpart Liu Rang who arrives on Wednesday for an 
official visit. Israel, which boasts world-leading expertise in 
desert fanning, has already set up a similar project in Egypt 
and is looking for international aid money for foe new scheme, 
Mr. Tzur told reporters. 

Italy indignant over Algerian killings 

ROME (R) — Italy said Friday it was outraged that three 
employees of an Italian firm had been kidnapped and were 
later found dead in Algeria. A Foreign Ministry statement said 
the Italian government was “indignant" over foe deaths and 
called for tough punishment for those found responsible. The 
men, from Peru, Colombia and foe Philippines, worked for 
foe - Milan-based Italian firm Abb Sae Sadelmi. They were 
seized by three gunmen near Tiaret, west Algeria, on 
Tuesday. A spokesman for tbe Italian embassy in Algeria said 
on Th ursday that their bodies were found about 50 kilometres 
from where the men were abducted at gunpoint. They are foe 
second group of foreigners to be kidnapped and found dead in 
the past month. In September, two Frenchmen were kidnap- 
ped and killed, also in west Algeria. Official Algerian sources 
said later that members of a previously unknown group called 
foe United Company of Jihad were responsible for their 
deaths. The Frenchmen were foe first foreigners to die in 
nearly, two years of violence, mainly blamed on Muslim 
fundamentalists, in which more than 1,500 people have been 
killed. 

Romanian president visits Yemen 

DUBAI (R) — Romanian President Ion Iliescu arrived in 
Yemen for two days of talks on boosting economic coopera- 
tion, Gulf news agencies reported. Yemeni radio quoted Mr. 
Uiescu, who arrived in Sanaa on Friday, as saying that 
Romanian companies were already working with Yemeni 
P 1 " 5 «ect power lines. He also said Romania had 
considerable experience in manufacturing equipment for foe 
oil industry, according to a report on the radio monitored bv 


the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Film: L'Hixir D" Amour 

I9d9 News in French 

19:15 FencircSur 

i9-3i News in Hebrew 

2*00 . 
20-36 . 




22.-00 . 




23:16 .. 



PRAYER TINES 

04:24 . 


05-4! . 


iiLzo . 


1429 . 
16:59 . 



18:18 'Isha 


Anglican Cknrcfa Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic 1 Charcb Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charcb Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Ctarcfa Td. 77I75I. 
Annan International Church Tel. 

652526. 

Et a nadte a l Lutheran Church Tdf 

824328. 

German-speaking EranfeUcaJ Con- 



CHURCHES 

a. Mary of Namretb Church Sweifieh, 
Tel. KI0740 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tela 
637440. 

Dc b Safe Charcb Td. 661757 
Temsancta Charcb Td: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 


Tel: 684195 

The Chordi of Jem Christ of Latter- 
Day Safari! Tel. 654932 
Church oT Nsarw Td.675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulktm supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with clouds appearing at diffe- 
rent altitudes, and winds will dc north- 
erly moderate. In Aqaha. it will be 
partly cloudy, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 14/28 

Aqaba 20/34 

Dcscm 12 / 30 

Jordan Valley 2? / 35 

Yesterday's Ugh temperatures; Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 34.2. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 26 per cent. Aqaba 26 
per cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yoiecf Sammour ... 615648 

Dr. FarauqNour 786680 

Dr. Bahjat Badr 649362 

Dr. Ahmad Khamis 881148 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisanlphanxacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IM1D: . 

Dr. Ali Al Shuqairi 246140 

Alqods pharmacy ; {— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Eawaz Hamdallab 903644 

tfhaHcb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence immediate 

Rescue 63Q34I 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Foliec 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade - 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pkdfo Scorify Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Ctomphints, 897467 

Amman Municipality 


HOSPITALS 

-AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity, I. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jab&J Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

ftilcstinc. Shxnctsani .664171/4 

Shrocisani Hospital .. 669131 

lloiveisity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AhMubajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashraftch 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Complaints 

Telephone Information 

■787111 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

674155 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ... 

.. 010230 

■■ 623101 
-.661101 
.773111 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital . 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

Al HOuna Modem Hospital .. 

. (09)983323 
. (09)900560 
. (09)986732 
....(09)990990 

Radio Jordan ..................... 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority . 
Electric Power 
Company 

..774111 
■ 680100 

■ 815615 

■ 636381 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital . 
Creek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital.... 

. (02)275555 
(02)272275 
. (02)247100 


Rl Right Information 08-53200 

Queen A&a Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

tkU AqrfalRJJ 

*2 Damascus (RJ) 

*** - — Jeddah (RJ) 

«15 ...... LaraarafRJ) 

■Ml - Data], Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

DdM New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17 :S — li»doa(Rj) 

IE* Athens (RJ) 

MM0 Frankfurt (RJ) 

IfcS# J. itamaiRI) 

2 WJ Romc(RJ) 

hMrid(RI) 

21:15 ... Geneva (RJ) 

— - Vienna. bumbo! (RJ) 


Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 0M5 Aqaha (RJ) 


Other Righto (Terminal 2) 

•5:45 Laxnaca (CY) 

- Bahrain (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

t Cairo (MS) 

W* 5 ® 1 Bonn (ME) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tormlnal 1) 

Aqaha (W) 

Beirut (RJ) 

22 - Frankfurt (RJ) 

1*2 Tunis, Casabtanca(RJ) 

1*2 Geneva (RJ) 

£ == =-^=88 

J1J8 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

btsnbjil. Vicuna (RJ) 

ST" Cairo (RJ) 

*12 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

£2 Sanaa (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Otlwr Rights (Terminal 2) 

a* 

25 


HUA2 RAILWAY TRAIN 

fcp-*— fcOOajn. every Monday 

S^Opjn. every Monday 

Mp-Umcai ....... 730a.m. every Sunday 

Arc. Amma n 5:00 p.m. every Sumhy 

MARKET prices 

Vppecfknuer price in fits per kg. . 

jA** 850*00 

Banana (Mnkammar) 620 

- 750 / 550 

?™8 B — 150/100 

370,300 

Cauliflower 280/200 

Clementine 260/200 

Cncumbcn (large) 130/90 

Cucumber (small) 270/200 

SKF* 0 * 280/200 

— 900 / 750 

fe::::::::::::::::::::: SSS 

f™ - 4<XV 300 

v - 3oo/ i« 

oSSfg^ 

• 400/300 

2P"? 130/60 

S P mach — .300 / 200 
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■•V. AMMAN (J-.T.) -- Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
^ day afternoon attended a gra- 
y, duation ceremony of 30 
U women graduates from the 
Rimoun Weaving. Centre 
^JWRWC) : in Jerash. 

Tbe Queen distributed cer-.' 
tificates; to the graduates,- 
' who had completed training - 
-., w in producing room-size car- 
’ 3 pets under the auspices of the 
Jordan Design and . Trade 
■1?V>r Centre (JDTC) of tbe Noor 
'^Sgw. A1 Hussein Foundation 
^ (NHF).: 

Queen Noor also toured 
1 J 'J: £ the newly renovated rooms of 
; ~ the Rimoun Weaving Centre, 
which is operated by the 
JDTC and which was. estab- 
' lished in cooperation with the 
Rimoun Benevolent Society 
with funding from the De- 
velopment mid Employment 
. Fund (DEF) ami the Cana- 
• 7- ^'^.dian embassy in Amman. 

. " The RWC, which currently 

, ;.V: = V provides employment for 22 
women — two supervisors, 
sight weavers, four trainers 
SIqm. and eight finishers — is a 
a *J pilot project for weaving 
_ room-size carpets featuring 
- calligraphy and mosaic de- 
r - ^ signs. - 

. .3 : /t* It will expand soon to pro- 

.“?jc vide more training and em- 
aloyment opportunities for 
J „■ •*> women in tbe four small vil- 
, ages neighbouring Rimoun. 

- "V women already benefitting 
7 * " r ;-: from the centre have a stable 
income of about JD60 a 
< nonth. Their products are on 
' display at NHjRs Handicrafts 
- Exhibition near Kan Zaman, 


attends graduation ceremony 
bun Weaving Centre in Jerash 




Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday awards certificates women graduates of the Rimoun 
Weaving Centre in Jerash (Petra photo) J 


which closes at 8 p.m. Sun- 
day, Oct. 24. 

Tbe Rimoun Weaving 
Centre is one of five projects 
that JDTC is im- 
plementing to benefit women 
in the northern areas of the 
Kingdom with funding from 
the DEF. 

These include improving 
production and marketing 
skills at the Jerash Handicraft 
Centre of the Jerash Ladies 
Society, a wool spinning pro- 
ject in Jerash Camp, a bas- 
ketry weaving project from 


palni and banana leaves at 
the Mukheibeh village, an 
embroidery project in Ajloun 
and a machine embroidery 
scheme in Ramtha. 

JDTC projects seek to 
raise the standards of Jorda- 
nian handicrafts production, 
improve marketing, create 
employment opportunities 
and increase women's in- 
volvement in production and 
decision making. 

It also seeks to integrate 
handicrafts production with 
tourism. 


The total number of be- 
neficiaries from JDTC's 
training, technical and 
marketing sei/ices has 
reached 3,000 individuals and 
their families across Jordan. 

Queen Noor was accompa- 
nied by NHF President In'am 
Mufti, NHF Director Gener- 
al Ait ram Qursha and DEF 
Director General Moham- 
mad Smadi. 

The Queen was received 
upon arrival in Jerash by the 
Irbid governor and the mayor 
of Jerash. 


Arab World looks into its irrigation needs 


\MMAN (Petra) — Despite working papers on such needs, 
ts meagre water resources Jor- Jordan has succeeded 'in 
lan has progressed in marimis- manufacturing much of this 

ng the use of modem technol- equipment, including drip 

jgy to improve the efficiency irrigation systems which are 

>f its irrigation systems, said produced by 10 local firms and 

vlinister of Agriculture Mar- stand out as. one example of 

van Kkmal Saturday. this development, the minister 

Modem technology did not said, 
relp to reduce water loss Dr. Kama] said Jordanian 
brough leakage and evapora- firms have invested SS million 
son, but also helped firms to in this business and have been 
manufacture much of the farm- supplying drip irrigation equip- 
:ng . equipment needed for ment to local farmers and sell- 
modern irrigation^ said the- • *-ing the suiplusto neighbouring* 
minister in an address at the. . Arab and foreign countries- 
opening of a : tfirtKJ-day work? 5 *” /"Paying tribitte * 

shop oh the requirements of'”’ “AO AD, the minister said’ mat 
modem irrigation in the Arab the organisation has been striv- 


• World. 

Organised by the Arab 
• Organisation for Agricultural 
^Development (AO AX)), which 
is an Arab League agency, the 
meeting is to review seven 


ing to promote the agricultural 
sector of the Arab World and 
bring about integration in tbe 
field. 

AOAD Director General 
Yahya Bakkour told the meet- 


ing that only through modem 
techniques can the Arab World 
cope with the requirements of 
the modem age. 

The Arab World is currently 
facing difficulties in its quest 
for development because of 
the lack of economic integra- 
tion among Arab states and 
their inability to proride the 
requirements for production. 
Dr. Bakkour said. 

Referring to food produc- 
tion tod "the ‘difficulties facing 
the Ara^;WmW^q^is 1 tf»n- 
cem. Dr. Bakkour said mat 
food security can be ensured 
through horizontal expansion 
of irrigated land, the use of 
modem technological systems 
in irrigation and proper man- 
agement of water resources. 

• AOAD Regional Office 
Director Abdul Hamid A1 
Kayed called for the establish- 


Music ambassador graces odea 


By lea Wahbeh gesturing tbe posture and 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter energetically hammering the 

“cluster notes” that were to be 
AMMAN — Tbe suave, soft . performed for the benefit of 


speaking young woman would 
rot let you guess the strong will 
* : r Jiat drove her to the keyboard 
i r -' jr the stamina behind her criti- 

• » ally acclaimed recitals. For 

" c Iris tine Diwyk emits an air of 

. ragile, modest calm, 

In Amman as part of “The 
/ • -^Vrtistic Ambassador Program- 
- .--Vhe,” “designed to utilise the 
vealth of often undiscovered 
/ . :■ nusical talent in the United 
V~* states and to enhance the Un- 
I .-■■■*.- ted States Information Agen- 
y’s mission of creating cross- 
ultura! understanding,” Ms. 
Jiwyk had a packed program - 
ne for the two days of stay 
lere. 

, ■ ' v. Apart from performing at 
■ he Amman Private Universi- 

• y, “which hosts a musician for 
he first time,” she bad a mas- 

' ;I er class at the Jordan 
' , --''.I Academy of Music and a lee- 1 
'. r : ' ure recital at the National 
. - ylusic Conservatory. 

The repertoire included ’ 
«eces by American composers, 
y Charles Griffcs and Samuel 
larber, biit also works of- 
% . /orld famous Beethoven, 

- ‘ pcarlatti and Chopin. One m- 
eresting way of performing is 
■ • hat of three avant-garde Hen- 
. V.-':; y Cowell pieces (2934-1925) at 
’ ! ‘ he lecture recital. • 

, “1 stand up at tbe piano and 

mflfP lay inside, not sitting at tbe 
eyboard,” said Ms. Diwyk 


ihe audience. 

Enjoying an active career as 
a solo artist, chamber musician 
and teacher, Ms. Diwyk was 
selected to come to Amman 
after six auditions in centres 
throughout the U.S. and tough 
competition. She was here as 
part of a tour that also took her 
to Barcelona and Algiers. 

Her stay in Amman, 
although short, was an enlight- 
ening one as she is a highly 
acclaimed professional, win- 
ner of many prizes in different 
countries, a look at her concert 
and recitals performance list 
shows a rich activity especially 
since her formal New York 
debut in 1985 at the Carnegie 
Hall's Weill's Recital Hall. 

Between concerts, Ms.' 
Diwyk finds time to teach 
piano classes in school and 
privately. She is on the faculty 
of the Lucy Moses School of 
Music in New York. 

Born in Gary, Indiana, 
where everybody’s aim was “to 
find a good job in the steel 
mills” (some long closed), in a 
“non-musical family,” Ms. 
Diwyk knew since very young 
what she wanted: play the 
piano. 

So at around five years of 
age, she started getting piano 



Cristine Diwyk 

Ukraine and Lithuania, her 

S used two languages 
krainian dialect and 
) so the young girls, 
Cristine and her two sisters 
“who are not into music,” 
grew up speaking both and 
“later" English. Tbe nostalgia 
of talking about the past is 
quickly overcome by the pride 
at the achievements and the 
feet that she made it despite 


classes ander her parents’ sup- "Being “an oddball.” 
portive eye. * She attended Indiana Uni- 

Immigrants from the versity where she received her 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


*. King condoles emir of Bahrain 

? ; AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent 

\ a cable to Sheikh Issa Ben Salman, emir of Bahrain, conveying 
his condolences oyer tbe death of Sheikh Abdul Rahman. Ben 

S - Fares A1 Khahfeh of the Bahraini ruling family. 

i Minister visits voter card centres 

' AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad 
Saturday toured and examined several voting card distribution 
centres. He aka urged officials to facilitate the process in the 

V interest of the public. 

I ' Health team heads for Denmark 

\ AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Abdul Rahim Maihas 
leaves Monday for Denmark at - the bead -of an official 
delegation to study the Danish system of health control of food 


products. The minister will be accompanied by the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) President Hani Muiki, Director of the 
Ports Corporation Operations Amin Hafez and a senior 
official from the health ministry, Mamoun Maabreh. The 
delegation will tour several food processing plants and hold 

talks with government officials. 

% ■ * 

Egyptian group visits NHF 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Egyptian delegation Saturday visited 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF) and was briefed by NHF 
President In’am Mufti on the foundation's experiments and 
projects aimed at improving the quality of life of Jordan’s rural 
population. These projects are being conducted in cooperation 
with tbe World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry 
of Health. The visit was organised as part of a training course 
set by NHF and WHO, and followed the announcement that 
NHF facilities serve as a regional training centre in rural 
development. " 


sTax department Christian council supports 

opens 2 new r r 

Amman offices King’s stand on Jerusalem 


ment of an integrated pan- 
Arab industry producing the 
various requirements for mod- 
ern irrigation methods. 

Dr. Kayed urged the Arab 
World to appropriately man- 
age available water resources. 

Together, 24 delegates and 
agricultural experts represent- 
ing 14 Arab states are taking 
part in the meeting. 

The AOAD said that they 
will discuss modern irrigation 
methods, rates of water con- 
prion of different systems, 
the manufacture of irrigation 
-equipment and existing manu- 
facturers. 

Also on the agenda are the 
experiments in irrigation sys- 
tems of Jordan, Syria, Egypt, 
Algeria, Sudan, Libya, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Tunisia, Yemen and Palestine.' 


Bachelor's and Master’s de- 
grees in piano performance, 
graduated with High Distinc- 
tion and was awarded the 
“Performer's Certificate.” 

One music review in The 
New York Tunes gives an idea 
about Ms. Diwyk ’s perform- 
ance: “She is a pia 1st who 
plays with startling power, 
darity and variety, and w!io 
puts her impressive technique 
at the service of consistently 
insightful interpretive ideas.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — The In- 
come Tax Department Satur- 
day announced the opening of 
two new offices in Amman. 

Department Director Man- 
sour Haddadin said one office 
is located in north Amman 
near the Jubilee Circle at the 
end of the Wasfi Tel street 
(formerly Gardens Street). 

According to Mr. Haddadin. 
this office will be responsible 
for the following districts of 
Amman and neighbouring 
areas: Basman, Abdali, Tareq, 
Jubeiha, Tlaa A1 Ali, Urn 
Summaq A1 Shamali, Khilda. 
Sweileh, Dabouk, Shafa Bad- 
ran and Abu Nuseir. 

He said the other office is 
located in west Amman near 
the Seventh Circle behind the 
Jordanian Investment Cor- 
poration. 

This office, he said, will 
serve the residents and 
businesses located in Zahran, 
Urn Summaq Al Janoubi, Jab- 
al Luweibdeh, Bader Wadi 
Seer, Bader AI Jadideh, Marj 
Al Hamam, and Naour. 

According to Mr. Haddadin, 
the Income Tax Department's 
main offices will be responsible 
for areas around the following 
streets and quarters of the- 
capital, mainly located down- 
town: Oweim, Ben Saideh, 
Hashemi. Talal. The 
Amphitheatre. Quraish, 
Muhajireen, Ali Ibn Abi 
Taiab, Elen Zaher. Moham- 
mad Huneiti, Rum, Prince 
Mohammad, Ibn Sufian, Shab- 
sough. King Ghazi, Basman, 
Saadeh, Rida, Al Hashemieh 
Square, the Husseini Mosque 
Square and King Faisal 
Square. 

The north Amman tax de- 
partment office numbers are: 
695808, 695829, 695823, 
695891 and 695814. 

The west Amman office 
phone numbers are: 818621, 
817539, 819488. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


77ie following listings are 
compiled from monthly bul- 
letins and tbe daily Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to 
verify tbe listed time arid 
place with the concerned in- 
stitutions. 


^ Jerash gems by Paula 
Williams-Brown and por- 
traits by Ahmad Ismail at 
the Gallery Hotel Jordan 
Inter-Continental (8:00 
a.m. - 7 p.m. daily except 
Friday), 

-fr Art exhibition by Iraqi 
artist Mukhallad Al 
Mukhtar entitled “Col- 
ours on Black Paper” at 
La Cas Exhibition Hall 
(5th Circle). 

A Photo and painting exhibi- 
tion on environment at the 
University of Jordan Ex- 
hibition HaH. 

it Exhibition of Chinese pro- 
ducts at the International 
Exhibition Centre. 

-A- Art exhibition by artist 
Sabah Hadidi at the OrfaK 
Art GaOery (Tel. 826932). 

* Art exhibition entitled 
“The Spirit of the Youth” 
by artist Mohammad Al 
I jihhom at the Baladna 
Art Gallery. 

■fr Art exhibition by artist 
Farouq Lambaz at the Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* The Petra Exhibition — a 
presentation of the activi- 
ties of Jordanian and in- 
ternational Institutions in- 
volved in archaeological, 
ethnographic and environ- 
mental research in the Pet- 
ra region at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

•fr Exhibition of handicrafts 
at Abn Jaber estate, 
Yadoodeh (next to Kan 
Zaman). 

it Art exhibition by artists 
Mahmoud Taha and Sal- 
man Abbas at Ab’aad Art 
Gallery. 

ir Art exhibition by artist 
Mahmoud Al-Ubedi at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of etchings by 
M ohammad Omar Khalil 
at Darat Al Funnn of the 
Abdnl Hamid Shoman 
Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Also showing 
the permanent exhibition. 
Telephone 643251/2. 


FILMS 

Feature film entitled 
'‘Creepshow” at the 
American Center at 5:00 
p.m. (120 min.) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
General Orthodox Council 
Saturday voiced its total sup- 
port for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s stand on Jerusalem and 
welcomed the King’s call for a 
special Islam icObristian com- 
mission. 

In a cable it sent to the King, 
the council, set up by the Arab. 
Orthodox Society, referred to 
the recent addresses to the 
nation in which King Hussein 
outlined his vision of the future 
of the Middle East, democracy 
and a just peace settlement in 
the region. 

The council hailed the 
_ King’s support and encourage- 
ment for Islamic-Christian dia- 
logue and pledged that it 
“stood ready to exert all efforts 
to offer cooperation towards 
serving national goals.” 

The cable, signed by Council 
President Raouf Abu Jaber, 
reaffirmed continued alle- 
giance to the Hasbemit. 
throne. 

Dr. Abu Jaber told the Jor- 
dan Times that the council 
particularly supported the 
King’s proposals contained in 
an Oct. 12 speech to the na- 


tion. 

In that speech, the King 
refereed to the historic links 
the Hashemite family had with 
Jerusalem and said he would 
not accept any sovereignty over 
the Holy City except by God. 

The King called on Arabs 
and Muslims to establish a 
“venerable, non-political reli- 
gious body, representing tbe 
five Islamic sects, to look after 
the affairs of the Muslim holy 
places in Jerusalem.” 

The King also proposed an 
Arab-Muslim dialogue and a 
Muslim-Christian dialogue 
aimed at unifying ranks in view 
of the historic ties binding 
them. 

“This would then be fol- 
lowed by comprehensive dia- 
logue among the adherents of 
the three monotheistic reli- 
gions,” the King said. '‘Should 
a formula emerge that would 
preserve rights and protect the 
holy places, we would then 
look into it.” 

The Orthodox Society, is a 
non-governmental, non- 
political organisation which 
aims at working towards safe- 
guarding holy places which it 



Raouf Abu Jaber 

considers a sacred patrimony 
and a national heritage. 

The society also seeks ro 
preserve and protect the 
Orthodox estate, including 
churches and schools, and im- 
prove the living conditions and 
spiritual and cultural services 
to the Arab Orthodox com- 
munity in the Kingdom. 
t Furthermore, the society 
works to enhance national uni- 
ty in Jordan by participating in 
the ongoing Islamic-Christian 
dialogues. 
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Hubert Dobers (right) of the Konrad- symposium. Also on tbe podium are Arab 
Adenauer Stiftung in A mman Saturday Thought Forum Secretary General Ali 
addresses the opening session of the “Ethics Umleil (left) and Advisor to His Royal 


in Economy: Euro-Arab Perspectives* 


Highness Crown Prince Hassan Moham- 
mad Saqqaf (Petra photo) 


Crown Prince assails bigotry 
atpthics in meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday 
attacked religious extremism 
as a destructive force in socie- 
ty that works against the 
teachings of Islam. 

Extremism in any form is 
an explosive factor that 
threatens social cohesion, 
moderation and openness in 
culture, said the Prince in an 
address to a symposium enti- 
tled “Ethics in Economy: 
Euro-Arab Perspectives," 
which opened in Amman 
Saturday at the Forte Grand 
Hotel. 

In his address, delivered on 
his behalf by his advisor 
Mohammad Saqqaf, the 
Prince said bigotry contra- 
dicts what Islam has advo- 
cated in utilising all potentials 
in dealing with everyday 
issues. 

In referring to Jordan's ex- 


periments in democracy, the 
Crown Prince said that the 
Kingdom has opted for 
democracy, political plural- 
ism and tolerance. 

Islam and Christianity have 
many common values and 
ethics, said the Crown 
Prince, especially with regard 
to respect for individuals and 
the role of tbe state in super- 
vising tbe welfare of society 
and attending to its prob- 
lems. 

Prince Hassan stressed that 
Islam made great strides in 
organising economic rela- 
tions among individuals and 
has set principles and details 
for economic dealings. 

Despite the differences 
that might exist between the 
economic principles of both 
religions, the Crown Prince 
said that this should not 
necessarily lead to struggle. 

He said that the conflicts 


that do emerge in this sphere 
result from deviation from 
tbe philosophical basis of re- 
ligion. 

The discussion of ethics in 
economy is of paramount im- 
portance at this stage, espe- 
cially as some were predicting 
possibilities of a clash be- 
tween the Islamic and Christ- 
ian cultures, said Prince Has- 
san. 

Referring to the teachings 
of Islam regarding economy, 
the Crown Prince said that 
Islam advocates investing 
funds and resources and does 
not call for hoarding gold and 
silver; instead it calk on Mus- 
lims to help the poor, the 
needy and orphans. 

He said the philosophy ot 
economy in Islam highlighted 
individuals' freedom and 
dignity, banned slavery and 
promoted the srarus of 
women and workers. 


Ancient coins could give 
clues to past — professor 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Gold 
coins found in an archaeolo- 
gical dig could provide dues 
to the ancient village of Tel 
Nimrin, a religion professor 
said. 

-James Flanagan of Case 
Western Reserve Univer. y 
in the U.S. found the coins 
May 30 during a dig at the 
ruins of Tel Nimrin north of 
the Dead Sea and near the 
Jordan River. 

Prof. Flanagan, also an 
archaeology researcher, has 
made three nips to Tel Nim- 
rin in the past four years, and 
on his latest trip found 34 
gold coins dating from be- 
tween 364 A.D. and 518 
A.D. 

While he dug along the 
remnants of a wall, his tool 
nicked a fist-sized clay jug 
found inside what once was a 
public building. 

“The juglet split open and 
released a trickle of gold 
coins,” Prof. Flanagan said. 

The oldest coin is from the 
reign of Emperor Valens, 
who ruled from 364 to 378 
A.D. The rarest is a single 
coin from the reign of 
Emperor Basiiiscus, who 
ruled for less than a year 
before he was murdered in 
476. 

Prof. Flanagan said the dis- 
covery of a cache of coins 
thar spanned centuries is 
rare. 


“What are they worth?" he 
said. “I don’t know. The easy 
answer is they are worth 
whatever a collector would 
pay, but their scientific value 
is what’s important.” 

The coins are the property 
of the Jordanian government. 


which has allowed Prof. Fla- 
nagan to keep them for re- 
search for one year. 

“During that time, they 
will be studied here for what- 
ever scientific and archaeolo- 
gical details they can pro- 
vide,” he said. 


Hertz opens first car 
rental offices in Jordan 


[ Hertz, the No. 1 vehicle ren- 
tal company in the world, has 
opened its first rental office 
in Amman. 

The Amman office is lo- 
cated in the Middle East 
Hotel in Shmeisani and is 
open daily, (until 2 p.m. Fri- 
day). The office offers a wide 
range of manual and automa- 
tic saloon cars for self-drive 
rental, four-wheel-drive vehi- 
cles and a chauffeur drive ser- 
vice. 

Ibis is among the first of 
the new Hertz Middle East- 
ern locations to open, with 
others in Bahrain, Dubai. 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia in 
the process of opening this 
month - and the first in Jor- 
dan. These offices will soon 
be followed by others 
throughout the UAE, and 
other key locations within the 
GCC. 


Mr. Naser Shakhshir Rent- 
a-Car, franchise holders of 
Jordan, said: “We are de- 
lighted and proud to have 
been selected to represent 
Hertz, the world’s largest and 
longest-established vehicle 
rental company." 

Mr. Antoine Cau. presi- 
dent of Hertz International,' 
added: "The opening of the 
latest Hertz franchise in Am- 
man clearly demonstrates the 
progress being made by our 
master franchisee, the 
Olayan Saudi Holding Co. of ] 
Saudi Arabia. Our overall i 
aim is to establish Hertz as 1 
the car rental market leader 
in the Middle East through 
quality of service, product 
innovation and value for 
money.” 

Hertz celebrate^' its 75th 
anniversary this year. 
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Freedom essential for peace 


THE IMMINENT agreement between the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel on the fate of more than 14,000 Palesti- 
nian prisoners is an encouraging piece of news. 
For the promise held out by the Sept. 13 peace 
accord between the Palestinians and Israelis 
cannot be complete unless those deprived of 
their freedom are set free. 

News coming from Taba, where Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators are racing against time 
to put the accord in motion, speak of Israeli 
readiness to release prisoners under 18 years of 
age, those over 50, women and the sick. But the 
Israeli position seems to be hardening as 
regards cases of convicted Palestinians who 
were sentenced during the past 28 years follow- 
ing missions that they had to carry out against 
Israel as fighters In a liberation movement. 
Some Israeli hardliners argue that those prison- 
ers are “murderers” convicted and sentenced 
by Israeli courts. 

The Palestinians insist on a clean-up, a 
release of all Palestinian prisoners from Israeli 
jails. They rightly say that discrimination 
against the prisoners on the basis of detainees 
as opposed to convicts or on the basis of their 
belonging to hardline factions as opposed .to 
moderate groups, will only widen divisions in 
the Palestinian street adding more fuel to an 
already explosive situation. 

The Israeli government is of course facing 
opposition at home regarding this and other 
aspects of its deal with the PLO. Bnt it must 
have dawned on the most radical of Israelis by 
now that the deal with the PLO and Israel’s 
recognition of the organisation not only 
absolved the PLO but also its fighters from ail 
acts of resistance carried out prior to Sept. 13. 
Surely if the leaders of the PLO who led their, 
people in the fight against occupation are now 
“partners in peace,” their subordinates must 
now be cleared of all actions they committed 
under clear orders from their leaders. 

During most of this -century Palestinians 
killed Israelis, and Israelis killed Palestinians. 
If peace is to hold, all disaffected people, 
whether displaced, refugees or prisoners, must 
have their situations reversed. Of special im- 
portance now is the case of those imprisoned. If 
they do not share in the dividends of peace then' 
that peace is worthless. We must keep in mind 
that the Israelis who killed and maimed Palesti- 
nians have long been freed by successive Israeli 
governments. It is not only the Israelis who 
have loved ones to go back to, the Palestinians 
too have families waiting for them. 


ARABIC PRESS 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday tackled the ongoing contacts 
among Arab leaders and said that the current stage requires 
dose ranks and pooled efforts to confront the common 


challenges. It said that over the past few days, the King has 
had contacts with the leaden or Syria, Yemen, Qatar and 
Egypt to discuss concerted Arab steps with regard to the rapid 
mowng developments in the region. It was also reported, said 
the paper, that King Hussein and President Mubarak of Egypt 
are expected to meet soon to examine the situation in depth 


and to chart a joint strategy vis-a-vis the coming stage. All 
these moves ana contacts are bound to bolster the Arab ranks 


and to end their differences, which is a pre-requisite for 
solidarity in the face of the challenges facing peace, the paper 
said. It added that while the Arabs are waging the battle of 
peace, they are in dire need of strength which can come only 
through unity of ranks; they are in need of solidarity if they 
want to achieve peimanent peace and bring about a full 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from all occupied Arab lands. 


COMMENTING ON the assassination of two key leaders of 
the Palestine resistance in Gaza, a columnist in Al Ra*i daily 
said that in no way can those opposing the peace process stop 
the region from living in peace through their acts and their 
crimes. Sultan Al Hattab said that the perpetrators and the 
plotters are tripering a dvil war among the Palestinians living 
in the occupied^ Arab land, but they should not be allowed to 
have their way. The writer said that those betting on stirring 
trouble will not succeed simply because the Palestinian people, 
who have long suffered from occupation, would not allow dvil 


strife to happen. We trust the Palestinian people’s ability to 
abort any plots directed at their unity ana steadfastness 


through their violence and full awareness of the consequ- 
ences, should a conflict start inside the occupied territories, 
stressed the writer. It should be noted that the perpetrators of 
the crimes against moderate political leaders aim at aborting 


the peace process and depriving the Palestinian people of the 
chance of regaining their lost lands, he added. Only those who 

i .1 • 


have interest in depriving the Palestinians of their legitimate 
rights, said the writer, could be responsible for the recent 
spat" of murders in the Gaza Strip. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Al Fanek 


New approach 
in economic planning 


Green light for 
Maastricht fails 


to chase EC blues 


Hie five-year sodal and economic development plan, 
announced by Dr. Ziad Fariz, minister of planning on Sept. 


18, 1993, did not receive the deserved attention from analysts 
and commentators in the Jordanian press, perhaps because of 
its timing. 

The plan was announced at a time when the attention of the 
public opinion was focussed on one hot issue: the sudden turn 
of events in the peace process, namely the secret talks in Oslo 
and the American celebration of the meeting and hand- 
shaking between Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin. 

All the lights were naturally focused on the posable 
outcome and consequences of this major event which was 
considered by some observers as a political earthquake or a 
historical miracle. 

However, the clouds that overshadowed the plan are about 
to dear up. The dust must settle after the earthquake, and 
people should recover their usual interests. 

At the forefront comes the scenario suggested by the plan 
for the development of social and economic life in Jordan 
daring the coming five crucial years. 

The new plan came after five years of suspending formal 
planning in 1988. It is not a simple resumption of the old 
planning process and practics. It is quite new in its objectives, 
approach and instruments, to reflect a completely new set of 
circumstances and priorities. Expansion and growth are no 
more the only important objectives. The plan is after 
structural adjustments on both macro and micro levels. 

There is an investment scheme in the five-year plan, but the 
plan is essentially a set of packages of economic and sodal 
policies. The five-year period is only a platform to help the 
economic planning and implementation. The plan is flexible 
and subjected to annual revision. 


It is therefore renewable while the period of five years will 
be maintained. 

In this manner, planning wfll become an ongoing process, 
subject to continuous evaluation and periodical reviews. It is 
not a one-time decision that may be overtaken by events and 
developments. 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 


The plan has the economic adjustment programme as an 
integral component, but it is much wider than the programme, 
which is centred on fiscal and monetary aspects. It covers all 
die sodal aspects, including poverty, unemployment, upgrad- 
ing of labour force, enhancing productivity and dealing with 
education and public administration issues. 

The new five-year sodal and economic development plan 
(1993-1997) is one hundred per cent a national plan, formu- 
lated by Jordanian expertise. It is not meant to be binding like 
a law, but to serve as an indicator and guide, to put the 
Jordanian decision makers on the overall map of the economic 
and social landscape and to enable decision and policy makers 
to make decisions and draw policies that reinforce each other 
and avoid contradictions that might happen in the absence of a 
comprehensive master plan, or an overall scenario. 


If planning in a free market economy is justified, it is 
because it secures a measure of harmony and coordination 
among public sector subdivisions, which cannot, by definition, 
.read and follow the signals of the market and behave 
accordingly. 

The plan will also enlighten the private sector and allow 
info rmed decisions on private investments, based on know- 
ledge of what the government is doing when it comes to laws 
and regulations related to economic life in both the short and 
the medium terms. _ 


Apartheid’s creations 
refuse to die gracefully 


By Anton Ferreira' 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — Time is' run- 
ning out for the European 
Community to solve its prob- 
lems and win back the reputa- 
tion it once enjoyed as a 
beacon of hope and prosperous 
stability on a troubled conti- 
nent. 

Even though the Maastricht 
Treaty which charts a course 
for the ECs future through 
political and economic union 
has finally been approved in all 
12 member states, the com- 
munity seems unable to shake 
off the gloom about its pros- 
pects. 

EC leaders, some of them 
deeply unpopular at home, are 
due to meet twice in Brussels 
in the next two months and 
they have their hands full. 

“If we continue like this, 
failing to recognise the benefits 
of a European construction, 
losing our ideals and the will to 
achieve them ...we will be 
marginalised," said European 
Commission President Jacques 
Delors in a recent interview. 

“We must stop splitting 
hairs, being morose ...We 
must resume moving forward.*' 

Community leaders made 
similar declarations at their last 
summit in June, even proc- 
laiming an end to the era of 
self-doubt that had accompa- 
nied problems with the Maas- 
tricht Treaty, which was initial- 
ly rejected by Denmark and 
met opposition elsewhere. 


cash will be available. * 

The community ' already 
faces stiff economic competi- 
tion from the United States 
and Japan and must face 
question of whether it sboSg 
cut its extensive social security 
network to boost productivity 
and bring in more jobs. 

Diplomats say there is small 
chance of real change because 
many leaders have trouble with 
their electorates or parties and 
have little room for man- 


British Prime Minister John 
Major is struggling, German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl has 
been weakened by problems 
over unification and the 
French government is under 


attack from farmers angry over 
planned cuts in subsidies. 


planned cuts in subsidies. 

Diplomats say the fact that 
Greece takes over the ECs 


rotating presidency for the fiql 
half of 1994 and sets the com- 


munity’s agenda for six months 
will h'ardty help. 

The Socialist election victory 
this month sent a tremor of 
'fear through the community, 
where Athens’ partners re- 
member the free-spending, 
radical policies of Prime Minis- 
ter Andreas Papandreou from 
his last term in office during 
the 1980s. 

The crisis in the community 
— which contrasts with the 


self-assured atmosphere of the 
1980s when the EC laid the 


JOHANNESBURG — The 10 
black homelands created by 
South Africa's white govern- 
ment are entering the twilight 
of their short and often absurd 
lives refusing to die gracefully. 

Transkei, one of the four 
territories regarded as fully in- 
dependent, gave Pretoria its 
latest homeland headache 
when it threw out the South 
African “ambassador” in pro 
test at an army raid on an 
alleged guerrilla base in its 
.capital, Umtata. 

The raid earlier this month, 
in which five youths were kil- 
led, was itself an indirectly 
result of the policy of moving 
blacks out of white South Afri- 
ca and into their own separate 
stales. 

Because of its “independ- 
ence" — granted in 1976 and 
recognised by no one but Pre- 
toria — Transkei sets its own 
policies and forms its own 
alliances. 


ca and Transkei are likely to be 
among the first symbols of the 
old order to be scrapped after 
majority rule is ushered in with 
all-race elections in April next 
year. 

Transkei has declared its wil- 
lingness to be reincorporated 
into South Africa as part of the 
final burial of apartheid. 

But two of the other nomi- 


April poll. 

Their main political oppo- 
nent, the ANC of Nelson Man- 
dela, has proposed a com- 
promise whereby the issue of 
re incorporation would be set- 
tled after the election as long 
as the two homelands allowed 
their people to vote. 

But as Communist Party 
Chairman Joe SIovo reminded 


measures to halt an inquest 
into tiie deaths, including firing 
his justice minister. When that 
failed, he told the inquest 
judge he was too busy to give 
evidence and issued a decree 
excusing himself from testify- 
ing. ; - 


MKAFUL 




The military government of 
General Bantu Holomisa 
formed close links with Pre- 
toria's enemies in the African 
National Congress and the 
more radical Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC). 

In seeking to defend their 
raid. South African army offic- 
ers listed a dozen places in 
Transkei where they said the 
PACs Azanian People's Li- 
beration Army was training 
guerrillas for attacks in South 
Africa proper. 

The Johannesburg financial 
daily Business Day described 
the diplomatic row as “make- 
believe yielding to farce." 

“We have a diplomatic 
punch-up on a stage in which 
few :reople are interested and 
under two flags soon to be 
relegated to souvenirs," it said 
in an editorial. 

The flags of both South Afri- 


IT 


The courts overturned the 
decree. 

South African Auditor- 
General Henri Kluever. who 
has jurisdiction in the six non- 
independent homelands, has 
said corruption and waste are 
rife in some of them. 

Armed police escorted. 
Soath African finance officials 
into Lebowa in northern 
Transvaal last month to try to w 
restore order to the home- ■ 
land’s chaotic finances. 

The Pretoria government 
passed special legislation giv- 
ing itself the power to overrule 
decisions by Lebowa leader 
Nelson Ramodike after it was 
disclosed he had approved 
mass promotions of dvil ser- 
vants and backdated their sal- 




nally independent homelands 

— Ciskei and Bophuthatswana 

— say they will cooperate in 
the transition only if the post- 
apartheid South Africa has a 
strongly federal structure. 

They have joined right-wing 
whites and the Kwazulu home- 
land led by Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi in a front that poses 
one of the major remaining 
obstacles to the transition. 

Bophuthatswana and Ciskei 
have threatened to bar their 
three million voting-age 
citizens from taking part in the 


the homelands at a recent ses- 
sion of the country’s democra- 
cy talks, in the final analysis 
their continued existence de- 
pends on South African fi nan- 
rial aid. 

Gskei leader Oupa Gqozo, 
whose troops killed 28 ANC 
protesters in September last 
year, faced another problem — 
his attorney general plans to 
charge him with murder fol- 
lowing the 1991 killing of two 
anti -government activists in 
the homeland. 

Mr. Gqozo took elaborate 


ary increases. 

'“According to opposition 
member of parliament Peter 
Seal, South Africa paid the six 
non-independent homelands 
alone 16 billion rand ($5 billi- 
no) in the last financial year. 

“We all know that money 
has been stolen in these home- 
lands," he said, calling them a 
bottomless pit. 

The Johannesburg Sunday 
Times, in an editorial on Lebo- 
wa’s “end-of-empire corrup- 
tion," said the sooner the 
homeland system was ended 
the better. 

“The Bantustans (home- 
lands) are sumps of corruption, 
they have always been sumps 
of corruption and the govern- 
ment has always known they 
were sumps of corruption," it 
said. 


The treaty, first agreed in 
1991, will come into force next 
month, after Germany became 
the last EC member to ratify it. 
Bnt diplomats say a real 
change in attitude is what 
counts. 

Differences with the United 
States over farm subsidies and 
other issues may destroy the 
chances of achieving a world 
trade deal by the end of the 
year. Little progress was made 
at top-level talks in Brussels 
last week. 

Tnrmoil on currency mar- 
kets and economic woes have 
called into question the EC’s 
plans to .create a single curren- . 
cy by the end of the century 
mat would complement the 
barrier-free internal market seP 
up fof 347 million people. 8T 

The West's failure to stop 
the war in former Yugoslavia 
has dealt a blow to the com- 
munity’s attempts to build a 
common foreign and security 
policy. 

The real issue for many 
Europeans has nothing to do 
with the obscurely-worded 
aims of the Maastricht Treaty. 
What they want is proof that 
the community can provide 
them with work. 

With thfc jobless figure in the- 
EC expected to reach 20 mil- 
lion — 12 per cent of the work 
force — next year. Mr. Delors 
has raised the spectre of 30 
million unemployed by the end 
of tire century unless things 
change radically. 

"We are looking for a new 
development model," he told 
the European Parliament last 
week. “We can do it. If we 
don’t we are not going to save 
European society." 

Governments, worried that 
massive unemployment would 
lead to more crime and poss- 


1980s when the EC laid the 
foundations for a single market 
— has affected the mood in 
other countries which had been 
looking to Brussels. 

Eastern European states. 
with fragile economies apS 
young democracies, want to 
join because membership 
would bring them stability. 
While the community has rec- 
ognised their desire to join, 
thev have been given no timet- 
able. 

Even rich European states 
negotiating to join the EC are 
having problems. Austria. 
Finland, Sweden and Norway 
are planning on becoming 
members by 1995. 

Many o"f their people, 
already questioning whether 
EC membership would mean 
losing power and money, have 
dearly been unimpressed by 
the community's recent per- 
formance. .. ■ 


An opinion poll in Norway 
showed 60 per cent of voters 


snowed ou per cent or voters 
opposed EC membership with 


ibly even riots,; are struggling 
to put togethef a package of 
employment measures. But it 
*is already clear that not much 


*is already clear that not much 


opposed tA. memoersnip who 
just 28 per cent in favour. 
Popular opposition has also 
risen sharply in Sweden. JP 

Even though there are prob 1 
lems with implementing Maas- 
tricht, the community has 
already begun discussing bow 
it can make sure it still func- 
tions properly with more mem- 
bers. 

Some of the bigger EC coun- 
tries, including France and 
Germany, want it to streamline 
its ' complex institutions and 
cumbersome decision-making 
process before others join, 
while smaller countries are 
worried that this would reduce 
their influence. 

When the German Constitu- 
tional Court finally cleared the 
way for the MaastrichtTreaty to . 
come into force, there was no 
rejoicing in the streets and dfcg 
reason for governments to coif" 
gratulate themselves. 

"We haven't been able to 
convince people about this 
Maastricht Europe," German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink el 
said. "We have to catch up on 
that now.” 


• .-r *rr 


New Russian movement could become r uling party 


By John Morrison 

Reurer 


MOSCOW — Boris Yeltsin 
stayed away, but the image of 
another reforming Russian 
leader. Tsar Peter the Great, 
towered over the delegates to 
the first congress this weekend 
of what may turn out to be 
Russia’s new ruling party. 

With parliamentary elec- 
tions less than two months 
away, Mr. Yeltsin supporters 
have launched their campaign 
for a majority in the new state 
Duma (Lower House) by set- 
ting up an electoral bloc called 
“Russia's choice." 

Much remains unclear about 
the new bloc — including Yelt- 
sin’s own attitude to it — but if 
its organisers have their way, it 
could turn into a Russia's first 
governing party with a proper 
parliamentary majority. 

Since the banning of the 
Communist Party in 1991 Rus- 
sia has lacked any stable, cohe- 
rent political parties with a 
mass following ready to take 
responsibility for government. 

The unfilled vacuum left by. 
the communist collapse was 
one of the reasons for the 
political crisis that erupted in 
this month's doomed armed 
uprising in Moscow by com- 
munist and nationalist foes of 
Mr. Yeltsin, grouped round 
parliament. 


Instead of powerful demo- 
cratic political parties with 
dear ideals competing for pow- 
er, Russia has had countless 
protest movements, proto-pa- 
rties and lobby groups, all 
claiming phantom armies of 
supporters. 

"Democratic Russia", the 
loose opposition movement 
that helped Mr. Yeltsin win 
election as president in 1991 , 
never managed to become a 


how dose the revolt came to 
succeeding. 

It was the sober-suited 
ministers on the platform who 
.set the tone. Debate was kept 
tight and there were no mic- 
rophones on the floor of the 


Anatoly Chubais, the young 
economic reformer in charge 


proper party and splintered. 
One former activist described 


One former activist described 
its leaders as “organisationally 
impotent.” 


The supposedly powerful 
“Civic Union”, formed last 
year to occupy the centre 
ground of Russian politics, dis- 
solved into thin air as the con- 
flict between Mr. Yeltsin and 
the parliament worsened. 

Countless other fronts, 
coalitions and movements have 
been formed and dissolved, 
most of them led by would-be 
generals with no infantry. 

Leaders of “Russia's choice” 
now see a chance to break this 
pattern, using the Dec. 12 elec- 
tions to create a stable working 
majority in the state Duma to 
support Mr. Yeltsin’s reform 
policies. 

The mood at the two-day 
founding congress was sober 
and subdued, partly because of 
the shockwaves of this month’s 
violence and the realisation of 


of Russia's privatisation drive, 
commented: “democracy now 
demands new words — order, 
responsibility, discipline.'' 

He said the shift away from 
what he called the infantile 
illnesses of Russia’s democratic 
movement reflected social 


changes over the past two 
years. 

“Today is the culmination of 
a process that has been going 
on all over Russia. The market 
is no longer just a slogan but a 
means of existence, a way of 
life for minions who work in 
the privatised sector," Mr. 
Chubais told journalists. 

Ministers such as Mr. Chu- 
bais and Yegor Gaidar, 
architect of Mr. Yeltsin’s eco- 
nomic reforms, are at the cen- 
tre of the new bloc and their 
free market capitalist policies 
form the core of its prog- 
ramme. 
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Mr. Gaidar left delegates in 
no doubt that people who were 
unhappy with his market re- 
forms, or who wanted to give 
out cheap promises of higher 
subsidies and spending, hadno 
place in the new group ing . 

“There is nothing that gives 
so much pleasure as spending 
the state's money,” he com- 
mented drily. 

The election rules for the 
Duma give half the 450 seats to 
national lists on a proportional 
system. “Russia’s Choice" is 
hoping that with the commun- 
ist and nationalist opposition 
either banned or in disarray, it 
will be best placed to win most 
of them. 

The bloc's slogan is “Free- 
dom, property, legality" and 
J* symbol is not the face of 
Mr. Yeltsin but the famous 
“bronze horseman” equestrian 
statue of Peter the Great, 
which is St. Petersburg’s most 
famous landmark. 

While the bloc clearly aims 


fledged party so that the presi- 
dent does not have such hesita- 
tions and so that mistakes era' 
such a scale are not made in 
future.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, by nature a 
maverick individualist with lit- 
tle time for traditional Russian 
politicking in groups, has faced 
much criticism from his su&w 
porters for failing to rally b* 

siinnnrT^rc InM ... 


■supporters into a party. 

When he was elected, he 
tried hard to be “president of 

4lltl.a i ; > 


uiwu uuiu lu yc pxesuwm 

all the Russians” and promised 
that as head of state he would 
break with communist prece- 
dent by not holding a party 
card of any kind. 

Reading a message of greet- 
ings from Mr. Yeltsin, his 
Chief of Staff Sergei Filatov 
said the president was hoping 
for a “consolidation of ah 
democratic forces” that would 
lead to a coalition in the new 
parliament. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, warning against com* 

Dlacencv tnU tL7TTi.^.hK 




to support Mr. Yeltsin, the 
president himself still seems to 


-.a 


president himself still seems to 
be hesitating about embracing 
it publicly — to the chagrin of 


placency. told the delegates 
not to think of themselves as a 




* * ™ Ui 

some of his closest aides. 

Originally scheduled to 
address the opening day, Mr. 
Yeltsin failed to show up. lead- 
ing his adviser Gennady Bur- 
buns to comment: 

“This makes it even more 
important to create a fully- 


— mvuuvtvw — 

new ruling party before the 
elections had been .won. 

But if the new group can 
avoid traditional Russian,, 
schisms, it could be well place^p 
to be what Mr. Gaidar called 1 ' 
the "Party of Order'’. P»« 
the Great — a reforming auto- 
crat rather than -a democrat — 
would have approved. 





r campaign 93 


Turn of the candidates who fight battles in order to win election 


The 1993 elections cam- 
paign, serious as it 
appears, is not devoid of a 
light — - sometimes funny 
— side. There are tidbits 
about /Tews, views and 
comments about the cam- 
paign that will appear 
(hopefully) every day in 
this corner until it is all 
over on NoV. & Humour 
is intended in the column, 
in no way libel. 



Mohammad Bonrini 


THE LATEST gift to Jor- 
dan's parliamentary elec- ■ 
tions is a famous, self- 
styled Arab-American 
doctor, no less. Moham- 
mad Hassan Mahmoud 
Saiid (A1 Bourini) is run- 
ning for the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions as a candidate for 
Zarqa. Yesterday he ran a 
full page ad in one of the 
Arabic dailies in which he 
not only highlighted his 
achievements as a scholar 
but also spoke of his 
credentials as a peace en- 
voy who once even shook 
the hands of Saddam Hus- 
sein. Dr. Bourini began 
his long manifesto by list- 
ing his academic degreesjn 
the field of medicine at 
major , universities, which 


“if added up" would make 
him “the only person in 
the United States with 
such qualifications/’ In a 
summary of “my political 
struggle over the past 40 
years/’ Dr. Bourini listed 
his meetings with heads of 
state and attendance -at 
major conferences in the 
United States, including 
participation in an Amer- 
ican trade delegation 
which visited Jordan in 
1976 ■ and met with His 
Royal Highness. Crown 
Prince Hassan and “dur- 
ing which I married a 
woman from my country, 
a step that was hailed by 
the Jordanian press with - 
' headlines like 'place your 
cheeks on the soil of your 
country/" From 1988 to 
1990 “I sent tens of letters 
and- analyses by fax to the 
PLO on how to present 
the Palestinian problem to 
Americans, and I was in- 
terviewed by many news- 
papers and the media over 
this issue and how the 
PLO failed to heed my 
important proposals," he 
wrote. “After the Iraqi 
army went into Kuwait... I 
met with the Iraqi ambas- 
sador in Washington and 
made several suggestions 
as to how (we could) pre- 
vent war.but they were not 
taken info consideration/* 
In January 1991, the 
Arab-American physician 
went to Baghdad and pre- 
sented a letter to Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan 
“and shook the hand of 
the Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein (having) pre- 
sented him with a letter 
that he should read to the 
American people.” On 
Jan. 16, 1991, “I left 


Kuwait quickly because I 
was sure that the attack 
would come that night." 
For two years after that 
Dr. Bourini kept sending 
proposals to Palestinian, 
Syrian and American 
leaders on how to tackle 
the Palestinian problem or 
avert Middle East and 
Islamic crises, although his 
efforts didn't get him any- 
where. “In January 1993, 
I attended the Islamic con- 
ference in Baghdad and 
delivered an important 
statement that Dr. Mousa 
Keilani, the editor-in- 
chief of A1 Dus tour daily, 
thought was the best," he 
wrote. “In February of 
that year, 1 went to see 
Yasser Arafat upon (the 
latter’s) request. During 
the meeting, Abu Amar 
“was upset with me be- 
cause I started telling ab- 
out the pressure Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
was putting on the PLO." 
In March of that year, the 
doctor, who was bom in 
Palestine in 1938, decided 
to turn his attention to 
Jordan. “I took a decisive 
step to stop vying for a 
position at the White 



His ham Awamleh 


House because I did not 
have a popular base that 
would protect me if and 
when I disagreed with 
President Clinton’s 
aides," Dr. Bourini said. 
“My dear voters, 1 have 
come from the United 
States of America after 20 
years.... I have left behind 
a farm of 400 dunums full 
of apples, deer and wild 
birds on the banks of Col- 
umbia River... I have left 
my large practice and my 
important social and poli- 
tical position. I have tem- 
porarily left my wife and 
sons (Yasser and Hisham) 
but brought my dear 
daughter Noor of Phalas- 
tine (Light of Palestine) to 
study in Jordan. I have 
done all of the above not 
in order to eat mansaf, nor 
to wag my tail and boast 
that I have reached Parlia- 
ment... (I am running) out 
of commitment to national 
and Islamic causes... to do 
something in the Amer- 
ican arena... to improve 
transport (in Zarqa)... to 
bring investments into the 
country... to help the 
poor... to create job 
opportunities... to build 
public bathrooms (in the 
city) and to maintain their 
cleanliness.” 

ANOTHER GIFT for our 
elections must be a Mr. 
Hisham Fawzi A1 Awam- 
leh who is a former col- 
onel in the army, vying for 
a seat representing the- 
Balqa District. In a cam-' 
paign ad he ran in the 
local papers he talks about 
his past rather than the 
future. He boasted about' 
his role in the “Ghor A1 
Safi battle,” which took 
place in March of 1970. “I 


commanded the joint 
forces of the (Jordanian) 
special forces, the Palesti- 
nian liberation forces, 
Fateh forces, the Popular 
Front, the Arab front, and 
the Saudi forces/’ he said 
going on to list the num- 
ber of casualties on both 
sides. “For us: losses were 
47 between dead and in- 
jured. For the enemy, be- 
tween 200 and 250 be- 
tween dead and injured. 

A CANDIDATE for the 
same district does not 
have the military record of 
Mr. Awamleh to help him 
win his battle, so he is 
relying solely on some 
clever advertising techni- 


ques to do the job for him. 
Dr. Fawzi Shaker 
Tuaimeh Al Daoud, a 
strong contender for the 
Christian seat in Balqa, 
has simply bungled it. 
Look at tbe ad he used in 
one local daily yesterday-, 
and you'll know what we 
nv*an. The picture is clear- 
ly that of a group of fore- 
igners, some of whom 
were doctored to appear 
with keffiyahs and mous- 
taches (one, unfortunately 
turned into a woman by 
the unalert artist). For a 
two-term deputy. Dr. 
Tuaimeh should know 
better than to use fake 
ads, and fake people to 
say “yes, yes” to him. 


NERMEEN MURAD 



Somber ceremony 
marking queen’s 
beheading, le Pen 
turned away 


By Christopher Burns 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — Under a cold gray 
sky, thousands*,! of somber 
royalists and curious onlookers 
Saturday gathered at Place de 
la Concorde to honour Queen 
Marie-Antoinette, guillotined 
there 200 years ago. 

“I feel anger, sadness and 
hope,” an elegantly groomed 
Prince Sixte Henri de Bourbon 
Panne, 53, told a reporter. 
“We must remember the 
crimes that were committed.” 

Organisers blocked extreme 
rightist leader Jean-Marie le 
Pen from entering the VIP 
section full of black-clad aris- 
tocrats, saying he was not in- 
vited. 

“There are some that fear 
certain personalities would 
over-shadowthe event.” Mr. le 
Pen told reporters as he 
walked away. 

“I am here because l am 
republican who doesn't associ- 
ate himself with the revolu- 
tion's reign of terror,” he said 
as royalists jeered “Jacobin” 
— a revolutionary. 

The ceremony was among 
dozens in Paris and the pro- 
vinces to mark the Oct. 16, 
1793 execution of Marie- 
Antoinette, convicted by a re- 
volutionary tribunal of 
treason, government meddling 
and bankrupting the country. 

A recent poll indicates the 
French are split over whether 
the 37-year-old queen de- 
served to die. A play in a 
sports arena, reenacting her 
kangaroo-like trial, has drawn 
capacity audiences that over- 
whelmingly vote her exile. 

Many French feel it was 
enough to execute Louis XVI, 
a weak and indecisive king of 
37 who was blamed for the 
French revolution in 1789, and 
that it was France's support for 
the American revolution that 


did more to bankrupt the gov- 
ernment than the queen’s lav- 
ish living. 

Several hundred people 
joined in a procession Saturday 
morning that traced the route 
of the queen's walk to her 
beheading, from the Con- 
ciergerie, where she was im- 
prisoned, to the square at the 
foot of the Champs-Elysees. 

After a minute of silence to 
mark the moment of her ex- 
ecution, admirers in a crowd of 
about 3,000 placed their bou- 
quets on a grass-covered strip 
surrounded by candles as 
loudspeakers blared somber 
classical music. . . 

“I’m very sad,” said Philippe 
Terraudeau. 72, an architect 
and a royalist, his silver mane 
blowing in the chill wind. “I’m 
not proud to be French at this 
moment.” 

The mostly older crowd 
cried “Long Live the King” 
and “Long Live the Queen” as 
younger activists in sharp hair- 
cuts, blue ascots and white 
armbands with fleurs-de-lys 
sold pins and royalist litera- 
ture. 

A placard among dozens of 
bouquets read: “Pardon 
Marie-Antoinette" 

Two dozen men in red 
sashes and gold royalist pins 
carried 2-metre banners in red 
with their group's name, 
‘Tradition, Family, Property,” 
among several royalist fringe 
groups. 

“Our organisation must now 
take up the task of rehabilitat- 
ing Louis XVI," Marc Antoine 
de Seze. 45, deputy president 
of the Louis XVI Bicentennial 
Committee, told the gathering. 

“Mr. de Seze called on the 
government to condemn the 
executions of the king and 
queen. The group marked the 
king’s execution at the same 
site in January. 


Workshop recreates Nabatean 
civilisation , forges 



By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — What happens 
when 30 people live together 
for many horns a day in a 
relatively -limited, closed 
space? And when they do not 
(all) speak the same language 
but do the same thing: create 
art? 

Well, this is what they do: 
create art 

The 30 people are artists 
from 11 countries, brought 
together in Amman for the 
First International Festival of 
Fine Arts. The activity, is the 
collective efforts of The Royal 
Society of Fine Aits, the Jor- 
dan National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, the Open Atelier in 
Tunisia and a few sponsors, 
including the Ministry of Tour- 
ism and Antiquities. 

The idea, tabled by Jama! 
Afghani of the Open Atelier 
(Tunisia), was to start a work 
shop, like the ones in France 
and Tunis, which will bring 
together talented artists for 
two weeks and that will be- 
come an annual event. 

The National Gallery of Fme 
Arts answered favourably to 
the proposal and die artists had 
only to ensure transportation 
to and from Amman. Every- 
thing else was provided for 
them, including working mate- 
rial (took, canvas, colours). 

The theme was “light and 
colour in Nabatean civilisa- 
tion" and their stay included 
visits to Petra, Wadi Rum, 
Jerash, the Jordan Valley and 
the Dead Sea, Urnra Qaiss and 
Amman and its surroundings. 

Work would alternate with 
cultural activities, like lectures 
on art, musical evenings, open- 
ing of exhibitions, slick: pre- 
sentations of art and history of 


tbe artistic movement in a cer- 
tain country by an artist from 
drat country. 

The outcome is around 150 
art works, most of which are 
exhibited at tbe National Gal- 
lery in Lweibdeh. 

According to Hasan Hijazi, 
director of the festival and 
acting director of the gallery, 
the visit to Petra and Wadi 
Rum had “a tremendous im- 
pact on the artists." 

Comparing works before 
.and after the visit, the impress 
on the artists is obvious in the 
choice of colour and, in some, 
in that of theme. 

Now most artists have re- 
turned home. A few are still 
here and talldng to them gives 
one some idea of what it must 
have been like when drey were 
working, and spending leisure 
time, together. 

The nostalgic tone shows re- 
gret at the fact that it is all-over 
and they had to part. The 
eagerness to volunteer in- 
formation (technical or other- 
wise) about fellow artists 
shows that deep bonds of 
friendship, professional re- 1 
sped and human relationship 
were forged. 

The energetic, bubbling with 
life Ghalia Afaf Dakhli, from 
Tunisia, talks about the good 
organisation of the program- 
me, about her work and about 
tbe works and personalities of 
others. 

A painter and ceramist, die 
prolonged her stay for one 
more week, until the work she 
and French Brigitte Burie did 
is finished. 

Proudly showing a raw mod- 
el of their common effort, she 
says the final product will be 
displayed at the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

The panel representing a 



Artistic ambassadors in Jordan: France, Italy, the U.S., 
Lebanon, Egypt Tunisia — countries that sent their 


huge shell, symbolising life, 
the beginning, the cosmos, is 
made up of scores of pieces, 
mosaic-like, whose colours will 
be ...Petra’s beiges, ochres, 
browns, pinks. 

A more reserved artist, 
Lebanese Randa Beiruty, 
shows her works and feels she 
should present everybody else 
since they are not here. 

Hers are three-dimensional 
representations, similar to 
stone sculptures, but which, 
surprisingly, are made of 
papier-mache, wire for sup- 
port, glue and tempera. 

The artist says she works 
with “inspiration and design”. 
She sketches, “while creating, 
solving the problem of trans- 
forming one dimension into 
three dimensions”. She is 
driven by her “love for nature, 
form and colour” which she 
tries to get together. 

A look around the gallery, 
“helped", by the enthusiastic 
artists joined by now by Iraqi 
Amaleed Al Hazbah, reveals 
the variety in style, colour and 
media of expression, testimony 
to the assorted presence of 
artists. 


and finished his initial work 
just before the end of the 
workshop. 

Showing a good command of 
colour and a preoccupation 
with time and mythology, the 
Italian Piero Fomai Tevini cre- 
ates an interesting collage 
work of images in a room, 
something the artist also ex- 
perienced while working in the 
space allocated him in the 
room of tbe National Art Gal- 
lery. 

Time and its passage seems 
to be a recurrent theme as 
many artists give it expression 
in their works, one way or 
another. 

It is the case of Ishaq 
Nahleh, from Jordan, who uses 
two kinds of media to create a 
cracked, old look to his works 
reminiscent of old Russian 
icons. 

It is also the case of Ms. 
Dakhli, whose ceramics are 
day and sand mixed to give a 
rough surface of objects 
eroded by time and the Cypriot 
Rhea Bailey, “a lonely, sad, 
fragile” talented artist whose 
embryo-like pastels evoke time 
and existence. 


Ten Jordanians took part in 
the workshop, among them the 
famous Sarnia Zaru, Hind Nas- 
ser, Rafiq Lahham 1 and less 
famous, but obviously 
talented, Anastasia Sakab 
whose three black panels with 
abstract geometrical figures in 
thick light colour oil stand 
equal to the ones of the well- 
known Iraqi Halim Mahdi. 

The French presence makes 
itself felt, especially when you 
know that one of the artists, 
Jacques Bartbelemy, started 
work on his huge, six-piece 
canvas, stopped it only to start 
painting Petra-inspired frames 


Also present were artists 
from Palestine, Syria, Egypt, 
tbe U.S.. They left their mark 
on the works left behind and in 
tiie hearts of those who worked 
with them. “It was an extraor- 
dinary, unique experience,” 
said Mr. Hijazi adding that a 
10X 2-metre canvas, the pro- 
duct of the collective effort of 
the artists who gave their own 
representation of the old Am- 
man, was given as a gift to the 
capital’s municipality, one of 
the sponsors of the activity. 

The works will be on display 
at the National Art Gallery 
until Oct 29, 1993. 



representatives to an art ‘Festival celebrating Nabatean 
civilisation 


Ndadaye’s death shatters 
dream of democracy 


By Serge Amid 

Agence France Prcssc 

NAIROBI — Burundi Presi- 
dent Melchior Ndadaye. 
whose death was reported Fri- 
day by his Health Minister 
Jean Minani. had been trying 
to bring democracy to his small 
eastern African country. 

But after only five months 
the first president of Burundi 
to come from the majority 
Hutu people, after ground- 
breaking elections called by his 

E edecessor Major Pierre 
tyoya, was overthrown 
Thursday by tbe powerful 
military composed largely of 
the minority Ttitsis, traditional 
rulers both before colonisation 
by Germany and then Bel- 
gium, and after independence 
m 1962. 

In an interview with Rwan- 
dan Radio monitored here, 
Mr. Minani, who was in the 
neighbouring Rwandan capital 
of Kigali when tbe coup was 
launched Thursday, said: “The 
dictators killed Ndadaye.” 

He said: “The whole world 
knows that they killed him in 
cold blood, as well as the 


speaker of parliament and 
many other democratically 
elected leaders" of Burundi. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of his death, 
however. 

Mr. Ndadaye’s reported 
death has awakened fears of a 
repetition of the horrendous 
massacres perpetrated by Tut- 
sis against Hums, 83 per cent 
of the population, in 1965, 
1972 and 1991 in which an 
estimated total of some 
200,000 were killed. 

Following his defeat of 
Buyoya in the presidential poll 
and the victory of his Front for 
Democracy in Burundi 
(FRQDEBU) in general elec- 
tions on June 29, Mr. Ndadaye 
was optimistic that he could 
bring about “a new Burundi," 
although foreign diplomats ac- 
cused him of Deing^ naive. 

In an interview with AFP fol- 
lowing his accession to the 
presidency, Mr. Ndadaye, who 
studied and practisedpsycbql- 
ogy in the early 1980s, dis- 
counted prospects of Tutsi re- 
venge. saying he was unafraid 
of the future. 

“Our country has experi- 



Melchior Ndadaye 


enced a psychological libera- 
tion," be claimed. “The Hums 
are free from the anguish of 
oppression (while) the Tutsis 
are free from a complex of 
superiority and occupying un- 
deserved positions." 

Mr. Ndadaye, born March 
28, 1953 in a village of the 
central province of Muram- 
vaya, himself fled to Rwanda 
during the massacres of 1972 
which followed a Hum revolt. 

He returned to Burundi in 


1981, but gave up psychology 
three years later to enter the 
financial world, becoming a 
personnel and training officer 
in a savings and credit institu- 

K 1989 he was named an 
adviser to the rural develop- 
ment minister, then joined the 
Meridien Biao, where, he was 
in charge of the loans depart- 
ment when he was catapulted 
into the presidency. 

He had secretly created the 
FRODEBU in 1986, and saw it 
legalised under Gen. Buyoya’s 
new constitution which legal- 
ised a multi-party system in 
March 1992. 

His wife and three children 
were reported Thursday to 
have taken refuge in the 
French embassy in the capital 
Bujumbura. 

while the coup-makers have 
installed a “committee of 
national salvation" beaded by 
Francois Ngeze, interior minis- 
ter in Gen. Buyoya’s govern- 
ment, one of the leading fi- 
gures in the revolt is reported 
to be Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, 
who was overthrown by Gen. 
Bnyoya m 1976. 


British National Party plots to 
bring about an all-white Britain 


LONDON (AP) — Behind a 
boarded up store front in south 
London, the far-right British 
National Party plots to rid Bri- 
tain of ethnic minorities and 
Jews. 

“I don’t want to denigrate 
any other culture, but we want 
Britain for the British,’' said 
Richard Edmonds, one of tbe 
party’s founders. 

Mr. Edmonds and his fierce- 
ly nationalist followers object 
to what he says are “hordes of 
immigrants" who dog hospit- 
als and other services with 
“their sick, lame and lazy.’’ 

Supporters of immigrants 
argue that minorities do not 
receive an unfair share of wel- 
fare and other social services. 
The government says it does 
not keep figures on the race of 
people who get benefits. 

Major goals of the British 
National Party are an end to 
immigration, the expulsion of 
all blacks and Jews and stricter 
punishment for crime — in- 
duding the return of the death 
penalty. 

The door to the party’s 
office is permanently barred 
and locked. Callers are scruti- 
nised through a' spy hole in the 


door. Windows upstairs are 
boarded up, smashed by anti- 
racists who regularly picket the 
office. 

On display inside is a selec- 
tion of racist literature, includ- 
ing books questioning whether 
the Nazis murdered millions of 
Jews in the holocaust. 

Mr. Edmonds' style is bul- 
lying. Questioned closely, he 
becomes patronising, repe- 
atedly referring to his degree in 
electrical engineering, “which 
means I know about logic.” 


He sidesteps tbe question 
when asked whether he would 
advocate the death penalty for 
anyone who murders blacks. 

Mr. Edmonds says the party 
has 46 “units” around the 
country, concentrated in 
white, working class areas in 
London and other major cities. 

He denies the party advo- 
cates violence. But staff at 
Searchlight, an anti-fascist 
magazine, contend his party 
has dose links with Combat 18, 
an extremist group that attacks 


blacks and Jews * 

Tony Robson, a Searchlight 
researcher, said Combat 18’s 
crudely produced magazine, 
redwatch, publishes the 
names, home addresses and 
telephone numbers of anti-fas- 
cists and wishes members 
“good hunting.” 

One issue shows a skull 
alongside the words, “Zyklon- 
B, over six million satisfied 
customers,” referring to the 
poison used to kill Jews in 
World War D. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Jordanian company is seeking the employment of a female with the following 
qualifications: 

1 . University degree from a reputable university in either of the following fields: 
marketing, business administration or interior decorating. 

2. A minimum of two years work experience in Jordan. 

3. Excellent command of Arabic and English languages, (command of French 
language is an asset). 

Please send C.V. within one week to: 

Group Engineering Manager 
P.O.Box 1027, Amman - Jordan 
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U.S. blue chips 
gain on hopes of 
economic growth 


EC defends GATT offer, urges 
Washington, Tokyo to do more 


NEW YORK (R)- Blue-chip 
stocks dosed higher Friday as 
the week's steep cuts in Ger- 
man interest rates revived 
hopes of stronger growth for 
U.S. export markets in 
Europe. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average was up 13.14 points at 
3.649.30 after a surge to a new 
intra-day record high of 
3,676.96 attracted profit- 
taking. For the week it was up 
19.57 points. 

In the broad market, declin- 
ing issues led advances 1,030 to 
956 on New York Stock Ex- 
change (NYSE) volume of 
more than 301 million shares. 
Volume for the week totalled 
1.5 billion shares. The NYSE’s 
third highest weekly volume. 

“The economy is stronger 
than most investors have real- 
ised, and it is now being re- 
flected in stock prices," said 
Stefan Abrams, managing 


director of Trust Co. of the 
West. 

Optimism over the economy 
in Europe after Germany's sur- 
prise cut in interesr rates also' 
helped shares of large interna- 
tional companies, analysts 
said. 

Several European stock 
markets, including London 
and Paris, closed at record 
highs. 

Thursday, Germany's cen- 
tral bank, the Bundesbank 
shocked financial markets by 
cutting half a point off its key 
discount rate, to 5.75 per cent, 
and Lombard rate, to 6.75 per 
cent. 

Belgium, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Spain, 
France. Denmark and Ireland 
also cut their interest rates. 

The NASDAQ index, 
helped by buying in technology 
and biotechnology shares, en- 
ded up 1.40 points at 772.68. 


premier 
orders new price 
and import curbs 


BUCHAREST (R) — Roma- 
nian Prime Minister Nicolae 
Vacaroiu, facing a third no- 
confidence motion in a year as 
inflation soars, ordered price 
controls and curbs on imports 
in a new blow to economic 
reforms. 

The official Rom pres news 
agency said Saturday that Mr. 
Vacaroiu ordered the mea- 
sures at a cabinet meeting Fri- 
day at which he criticised 
ministers for allowing supply 
problems and soaring prices of 
basic foodstuffs produced by 
die stale sector. 

It said he ordered ministries 
to ensure that state sector food 
producers would set retail 
price limits for their goods in 
their contracts of delivery, 
thereby reimposing price con- 
trols abolished three months 
ago. 

. "The prime minister also de- 
manded that a system be per- 
fected in order to protect 
domestic producers and to 
stimulate the export of sur- 


pluses, as well as tariffs to be 
imposed on imported goods," 
Rompres said. 

He ordered the finance 
ministry to take measures to 
curb the high prices in private- 
ly-run shops. 

Inflation is almost 300 per 
cent year on year, and Mr. 
Vacariou's minority left-wing 
government faces the third 
parliamentary no-confidence 
debate this year Monday, cal- 
led by the opposition Demo- 
crat Party. 

Communist members of par- 
liament last week demanded 
price curbs in return for their 
support, which is vital for the 
survival of the ruling Party of 
Social Democracy if Monday's 
debate goes to a confidence 
vote. 

The last communist-era 
price subsidies were abolished 
in July, the climax of a two- 
ar-long price thaw that was 
launched by previous post- 
communist governments as 
part of efforts to create a free- 
market economy. 


L 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) Friday 
defended its offer of tariff cuts 
and urged the United States 
especially to do more to cut its 
highest tariffs in order to reach 
an agreement to liberalise 
world trade. 

Hugo Paemen. the EC's 
chief technical negotiator in 
trade negotiations under the 
GATT world trade body, said a 
Community offer this week 
halved 75 per cent of its peak 
tariffs and would have gone 
further if the United States and 
Japan had done more. 

A senior U.S. official later 
responded that Washington 
was ready to abolish tariffs on 
a whole range of goods if its 
partners would do likewise and 
accused the EC of holding 
back negotiating cards which 
would help clinch a deal. 

The official, who declined to 
be named, told a news briefing 
that all sides should stop wait- 
ing for others to move before 
putting forward new tariff- 
cutting offers because time was 
running out before a Dec. 15 
deadline. 

“We are negotiating as 
though we had another year. 
We have (less than) 60 days," 
he said. 

The U.S. official said there 
was only marginal scope for 
improving a U.S. market ac- 
cess offer cutting tariffs on 
Textiles, an area in whch the 
EC has been pressing hard for 
concessions. 


He said he was amazed at 
how much trade liberalisation 
had already been agreed by the 
U.S. textiles industry, so that 
any new offer of cuts could 
only be done “here and 
there... at the margins at the 
best.” 

But he said there had been 
progress towards finding a 
compromise with the EC on 
how to deal with audiovisual 
products such as television 
programmes and cinema films 
in the Uruguay Round of trade 
talks. 

“There has been some prog- 
ress made... this is an area m 
whch both sides need to reach 
common ground and com- 
promise and that compromise 
will hopefully come sooner 
rather than later,” he stressed. 

He said that an EC cam- 
paign to give cultural matters a 
specific classification and treat- 
ment under GATT rules had 
been very successful and 
"touched a raw nerve" with 
public opinion. 

But he said the U.S. gov- 
ernment had fundamental 
objections to exempting cultu- 
ral goods from GATT, as 
favoured by France. Washing- 
ton saw this as censorship. 

Mr. Paemen told a news 
conference the EC was offer- 
ing to open government con- 
tracts covering its own institu- 
tions to foreign bids. 

But he said it was withdraw- 
al! offer to liberalise out- 
access to the Community's 


ing 

side 


telecommunications market 
because the U.S. and Cana- 
dian authorities were not will- 
ing to grant similar entry. 

Mr. Paemen said criticism by 
Washington of the EC market 
access offer was normal in such 
a late phase of negotiations to 
end the seven-year-old search 
for a GATT (General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade) 
deal, 

He said the EC had limited 
its ambitions in the latest offer 
because of U.S. reticence to 
cut tariffs in sectors such as 
textiles and Japan's failure to 
reduce protection on such 

items as leather and footwear. 

In Paris, Euroepean Com- 
mission President . acques De- 
lors said the U.S. market ac- 
cess proposal was inadequate 
and needed to be improved if 
the global negotiations were to 
move forward. 

Mr. Delors told reporters 
after meeting French Prime 
Minister Edouard Baiiadur 
that the United States, EC, 
Japan and Canada had agreed 
on tariff cuts in Tokyo in July. 

"I told (U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Mickey) Kantor that 
the Americans have not fulfil- 
led their promises and that 
consequently the ball is in their 
court, Mr. Delors said. 

“We agreed on a method 
and now it seems the Amer- 
icans... are not fulfilling their 
promises. So we are waiting,” 
he said. 


French businesses ready 
to invest in Gaza, Jericho 


PARIS (AFP) — French com- 
panies are ready to play a part 
in laying the foundations of an 
economy in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, the head of the French 
employers' organisation Fran- 
cois Perigot said Friday. 

Mr. Perigot, who is presi- 
dent of the CNPF employers’ 
federation, was commenting 
on a meeting he and repre- 
sentatives from 10 big French 
companies had held with the 
leader of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), Yas- 
ser Arafat.;. 

A working group was to be 
set up to study urgently the 
requirements for infrastructure, 
in Gaza and Jericho, Mr. 
Perigot said. 

The group would be led by 


Christian d'Aumale who is 
president of the Middle East 
committee of CNPF- 
Intemational and who also 
attended the meeting with Mr. 
Arafat late Thursday. 

“French companies said that 
they wanted to be involved in 
the economic development of 
Gaza and Jericho,” Mr. Peri- 
got said. 

Among the French com- 
panies represented were 
France-Telecom , the 
Bouygues-SPIE Batignoles 
construction group, -.and «he 
water and construction com- 
pany Lyonnaise des Eaux, the 
CNPF said. 

The working group would be 
expected to draft a framework 
for cooperation between 


French companies and Palesti- 
nians, Mr. Perigot said. 

Mr. D'Aumale is a former 
diplomat who lived in Palestine 
from 1930 to 1936. He com- 
mented: “Ramallah, Hebron, 
Jericho are not mere words for 
me — I can picture them." 

Mr. Arafat toid the French 
executives: ”We need you, 
your experience and your 
work. Our infrastructure has 
been destroyed.” 

Mr. Arafat, and the leader 
of Palestinian delegations in 
bilateral negotiations Faisal- 
Husseini, made particular 
mention of pipes and sewers, 
ports, electrical installations 
and radio and television facili- 
ties. 


Bankamerica plans to eliminate up to 3,750 jobs 


SAN FRANCISCO fAP) — 
Bankamerica Corp. plans to 
eliminate up to 3,750 jobs over 
the next 14 months, according 
to a staff newsletter. 

It is the second time the 
bank has cut its workforce 
since it bought competitor 
Security Pacific Corp. for $4.4 
billion in April 1992. 

Bankamerica, the nations 
second-largest bank, expects to 


lay off about half of its reduc- 
tion goal of 3,000 to 3,750 
employees. The San Francisco 
Chronicle reported that the 
company broke the news in a 
staff newsletter Thursday. 

Bankamerica didn't im- 
mediately return a telephone 
call Friday seeking comment. 

The cutbacks would be de- 
termined by individual units in 


the bank and would come 
throughout the company, 
according to personnel chief 
Kathleen Burke. Bankamerica 
operates in 10 western states 
and 37 countries. 

In the first round of cuts, 
Bankamerica eliminated 
20,000 jobs, shrinking its work- 
force to 98,000 worldwide. Ab- 
out 12,000 people were laid 


off, while others were moved 
into jobs opened through nor- 
mal attrition. 

On Wednesday, Bankamer- 
ica reported a third-quarter net 
income of $486 million, or 
$1.19 per share. Chief execu- 
tive Richard Rosenberg identi- 
fied “increasing earnings per 
share” in the newsletter as one 
of a number of "tough chal- 
lenges we still face.” 


Mr. Rosenberg said the staff 
cutbacks are pan of a larger 
cost-cutting programme that 
the bank hopes will reduce its 
annual expense budget of $6.5 
billion by $250 million. 

Larry Vitale, an analyst with 
Bear Stearns brokerage firm in 
New York, calculated that the 
K250 expense reduction could 
increase earnings by almost 40 
cents per share annually. 


Rapid economic growth 
pollutes Asia’s cities — -U.il. 



to 


BANGKOK (R) — Uncon- 
trolled rapid economic growth 
has made Asian dries so pol- 
luted they are hazardous to live 
in, especially for children, the 
United Nations said Friday. 

The main problems are wa- 
ter and air pollution, waste 
disposal and congestion, a 
statement said quoting a report 
to be released soon. 

'The single-minded pursuit 
of rapid economic growth has 
led to severe environmental 
degradation,” the statement 
said. 

Asian dries record sulphur 
dioxide and suspended dust 
levels much higher than in 
American or Canadian dries. 


while reporting high rates of 
lung cancer, tuberculosis and 
bronchitis, it said. 

Average blood lead levels in 
Bangkok for example are 40-45 
microgrammes per derititier. 
four rimes the U.S. standard. 

“There is evidence of 
permanent damage in children 
because of lead poisoning,” 
the report said. 

Indoor air pollution from 
cooking and heating sources 
was also a threat, espedally to 
women and children. Water 
sources are polluted with sew- 
age, industrial effluent and 
solid waste. 

“In Delhi, for instance, the 
coliform (mainly fecal) count is 


7,500 per 100 millilitres when 
the Yamuna enters Delhi, arid 
a stunning 24 million per 100 
millilitres when the river leaves 
the city," it said. * 

Water-related diseases are 
the main -cause of death in 
developing countries, the re- 
port said. 

“About 35,000 children, die. 
each day, mostly from bacter- 
ia, viruses and other pathogens 
in the water," it said. 

The report determined the 
main reason this is allowed to 
go on is that poorer countries 
had decided they could not 
afford to worry about pollution 
at this stage of their develop- 
ment. 


Government fails to end 
strike by Air France staff 


PARIS (R) — The French 
state airline Air France cancel- 
led hundreds of flights Satur- 
day as a strike by ground per- 
sonnel went into its sixth day 
but flights in and out of Paris 
by foreign airlines were not 
affected. 

Unions representing some of 
Air France's 63,000 employees 
rejected government com- 
promise offers aimed at ending 
the strike which caused havoc 
for exports of perishable 
goods. 

Pilots and other flight per- 
sonnel said they would mount 
a 24-hour strike Tuesday, 
which would completely para- 
lyse the airline that has oper- 
ated a limited number of flights 
from provincial airports. 

Unions at Air Inter, the 
main French domestic airline, 
also said they would strike 
Tuesday. The Air France sub- 
sidiary said it hoped to main- 
tain 35 per cent of flights. 

Strikers staged a sit-in at 
Roissy-Charles de Gaulle Air- 
port north of Paris and distri- 
buted leaflets explaining their 
action to passengers at Orly 
Airport south of the capital. 

There was none of the vio- 


lence between strikers and 
police which marked earlier 
days in the strike when work- 
ers blocked runways as well as 
motorways leading to airports. 

Passengers of unaffected 
foreign airlines were advised to 
reach airports by metro 
(underground railway) rather 
than bus, cab or private car to 
avoid possible motorway dis- 
ruptions. 

The strike began when Air 
France announced plans to cut 
4,000 jobs and many bonuses 
while reducing overtime pay. 

Air France, which says the 
strike is costing it 70 million 


Oman exports 
rise by 5.6% 

MUSCAT (R) — The iraJucoT 
Oman's exports rose to 1.03 
billion riyals (S2.86 billion) in 
the first half of this year, up 5.6 
per cent from the same period 
last year according to official 
figures quoted by the Omani 
News Agency Friday. 

The statistics issued by the 
Omani Development Council 
showed a 72 per cent increase 
in reexports to 161 million 
riyals ($417 million) and a 32 
per cent rise in non-oil exports 
to 57.4 million riyals ($149 
million). 

But the statistics quoted by 
the agency showed that oil 
exports, which account for the 
vast bulk of Oman's export 
earnings, fell 3.2 per cent to 
810 million riyals ($2. 1 billion). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


LUFOI 

si 
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mm 


il 
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□ 

□ 

_L 


they often eo 
Q\ST TO 5EA 
in for re. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the suprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


■■ tXXXXJ 


Yesterday's 


Print answer hare 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PILOT INLET BELFRY SLOGAN 
Answer. Whai they called the British beef tycoon — 

. -sifi LOW 






YOU THINK YOu'KEI 
VERY CLEVER, 
DON'T YOU? 





Andy Capp 



■l WISH SHEfo> BE! 
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CHARACTER ^GS499N4nON 
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Mutton’ Jeff 


YIP66EE/ 

I jUstmade 

THE LAST 
PAYMENT ON 
MY SUIT/ 


ToHeoow 

THEN YOU 
CAN THROW 
IT AWAY 
AND BUY A 
NEW ONE/ 




francs ($12 million) every 24 
hours, introduced the cuts af- 
ter predicting a 5.5 billion 
franc ($1 billion) loss this year. 

Ground personnel, who 
have much public sympathy, 
say the cost-cutting measures 
mostly hit the lowest paid em- 
ployees. 

They say cutting petrol allo- 
wances and added pay for 
night shifts and weekends 
would slash take-home pay by 
up to 30 per cent for the 
lowest-paid categories of tar- 
mac personnel who they said 
earned about 8.500 francs 
(SI .500) a month. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 24, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundanon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You may need to ignore some 
unpleasant comments if you are 
to maintain your equilibrium and 
you may be apt to feel overly 
sensitive and find that you are 
not feeling up to par. You can 
still make progress. 

ARIES: (March 2! to April 19) 
This is the day to make sure that 
you think in terms of your special 
talents and just what you can do 
to extend the lire and the vitality 
of them. 

TAURUS: April 20 ro May 20) ft 
does nor seem to 'you "that "you 
are able- to make the headway 
and progress in your family and 
home affairs that you wish so 
start afresh on them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider well the various schools 
of thought that appeal to you and 
it will be necessary for you to 
discriminate with care to decide* 
right view. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) In the midst of todays 
activities you keep considering 
just what to do about some prac- 
tical problems but approach 
them from a proven stance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21). 
Take some time out now to show 
you are the one who knows the 
various goals which can be best 
for you in the days ahead even- 
though it means putting aside 
pleasures and study. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think over the various 
private ambitions that most acti- 


vate you and quietly plan what 
you can best do in order to make 
a well rounded plan to gain 
them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Take some time out to 
consider what you intimate aims 
actually are and you can elimin- 
ate some muddled thinking and 
come to an intelligent awareness. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) Think about your 
worldly reputation and how your 
good name can be even more 
enhanced in the days ahead by a 
new-attitude of civic responsftnl- 
ity on your part. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Whatever you 
have in mind that requires a shift 
in standpoints where a plan of 
action you have engaged in is 
concerned should be carefully 
analysed. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 lo 
January 20) Your practical 
obligations may hang heavy on 
your head but rise above, be 
objective and you will be able to 
dearly see how to settle these. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take some time out 
to soothe the feelings of a gener- 
ous minded assodaie who has 
been hurt by some outside condi- 
tion you can do nothing about. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You aren't satisified with 
some environmental condition 
but at the same time you are not 
sure just what to do about it so 
put on your thinking cap. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Cattle group 
5 Where Shttang 

10 Nudnik 
14 Stage award 
16 Plow pioneer 

16 Ethnic group 

17 Melody 

18 Geography 
book 

19 Catchall phrase 

20 Evasive 
trtek/onflnafy 

23 Like — ot bricks 

24 Actress HSer of 

“PygmaSon" 

25 Siyty maSetous 
28 Lukewarm 

31 Superior 

32 Actress Merle 
34 Panel truck 

37 Greeting/ wty 

odds 

40 Raggedy — 

41 Each 

42 Sole phrase 

43 Beginning 

44 Treat ore 

45 Seed kin 
48 Baby's bed 
50 Beatles 

SOng/Soy Scout 
motto 

57 Palo — , CaL 

58 Knocked lor — 
58 Type of 

wrestling 
50 Baker’s shovel 
81 ChU con- 

62 The thing 
present 

63 Parched 

64 Genuflect 
6fi fTranama m 

mysteries 

DOWN 

1 .Stockings 

2 Black, to 
poets 

aOuaaraover 

4 Reduced in 
rank 

5 "A Beil for — " 

6 -Halil. 

7 Ego 



C1 W S Trfcung m m Santa 
*1 Rtatna Rbswvm 


8Sme> — 

(suspect 
something) 

9 Interlock 

10 Future doc 

11 Dine at home 

12 Blah with hot 
Squid 

13SavaIas 

21 Western 
Indian 

22 “Dallas" name 

25 Epic tale 

26 Midday 

27 Privy to 

28 Doctrine 

29 — the Red 

30 com bread 

32 Excuse me! 

33 French cheese 

34 damping device 

35 Indigo piam 45 

36 Ftt together 48 

38 Painter Edouard 

39 Assault 47 

. violently 43 

43 Baltimore ptayar 49 
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Arabs seek U.N. help 
to boost internal trade 


World Bank recommends privatisation 
to boost Kuwait’s sluggish economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states have , asked the United 
Nations to .Support their efforts 
to boost flagging trade among 
them and encourage members 
to press ahead with economic 
reforms, officials said Friday. 

The A rab Tr ade Fund Prog- 
ramme (ATFP), created three 
years ago to finance internal 
trade, signed an agreement 
with the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 
(UNDP) ' Thursday under which 
it will provide technical assist- 
ance to the fluid and upgrade 
its services. 

The agreement followed 
c ompla ints that demand for 
ATFP has remained slow, with 
credits provided to member 
states reaching around $224 
million compared with a 
financing capacity of Si billion 
a year. 

An ATFP statement said the 


three-year agreement, envisag- 
ing spending of $2 million, 
covered expansion of the trade- 
data base at the fund's head- 
quarters in Abu Dhabi, orga- 
nising;- exhibitions and talks ‘ 
among importers and expor- 
ters, and staging training on 
promotion and marketing of 
products. 

-‘Details of the project will 
be worked out at a meeting on 
Nov. 13-, to be attended by the 
Islamic Development Bank, 
which has offered to contribute 
to the project,” the statement 
said. 

The data base was launched 
in 1992 and is expected to be 
completed in early 1994. The 
computerised project will link 
Arab states and distribute in- 
formation to exporters on re- 
gional markets, including type 
of products, prices, supply and 
demand, .export potentials, 
economic policies, exchange 


rates, transport, investment 
and trade agreements. 

It is being set up by the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF). which contri- 
buted half of ATFP's capital of 
$500 million. The rest came 
from other Arab financial in- 
stitutions and banks. 

“The agreement provides 
for development and expan- 
sion of the data base to cover 
trade agencies and export cen- 
tres in the region," die state- 
me nt sai d. 

ATFP operations cover only 
home-made products, exclud- 
ing oil, to encourage Arab 
exports as part of ongoing re- 
forms to tackle economic prob- 
lems caused by decades o? 
staste control and political in- 
stability. 

AMF figures showed inter- 
Arab exports fell to 7.3 per 
cent of their total exports in 
1992 from 9.1 per cent in 1989 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The 
World Bank has recommended 
privatising public services and 
part of Kuwait’s oil industry to 
boost the emirate’s sluggish 
economy, a newspaper re- 
ported Saturday. 

The English-language Arab 
Times published a summary of 
the World Bank report that 
also recommended opening 
privatised companies to fore- 
ign investment and closing un- 
profitable state-owned’ 


The need for these reforms 
has been increased by the cost 
of the Gulf war and the result- 
ing loss of investment income 
that supplements the nation's 
oil income,” Arab Times 
quoted the report as saying. 

The papei said the report 
was prepared at the govern- 
ment s request and subnutted in 
August. 

More than two years after 
the war that liberated the emi- 


rate from a seven-month Iraqi 
occupation, its 1993-4 budget 
projects a 1.5 bfflkm dinars 
($5.2 billion) deficit. 

Foreign investments, which 
were seen as an alternative 
source of income when the oil 
runs out, fell from $100 billion 
in the 1980s to an estimated 
$30 billion now because of the 
cost of the war, poor manage- 
ment and embezzlement. 

The government owns and 
subsidises all public services in 
Kuwait. Health care and 
education are provided free to 
citizens. Electricity, water and 
communications services are 
heavily subsidised. 

The government employs 
almost all of the Kuwaiti work 
force and provides them with 
salaries ana benefits unmatch- 
ed in the private sector. 


“Perhaps, just as important- 
ly, these reforms would free up 
the energy and creativity of the 
Kuwaiti people, reduce an ex- 


cessive reliance and depend- 
ence on the state and give both 
Kuwaitis and foreign investors 
a greater stake in the prosper-' 
ity and independence of the 
nation,” the report was quoted 
as saying. 

Nod- K uwaitis have to have 
Kuwaiti partners in their 
businesses and are not allowed 
to own any' real-estate in the 
o>l-rich emirate. 

The Arab Tunes said the 
team that visited Kuwait to 
write the report thought public 
sector over-saffing had re- 
sulted in low productivity. The 
team also said excessive pro- 
tection of private businessess 
had left the private sector in- 
efficient. 

Kuwaiti's parliament 
approved in September a plan 
to settle $24 billion in bad 
debts owed to banks from a 
stock market crash and Joans 
that went sour during the Iraqi 
occupation. 


The plan was criticised for 
usine public money to solve the 
problems of mostly wealthy 
merchants including members 
of the ruling A1 Sabah family. 

The World Bank reportedly 
suggested separating the gov- 
ernment’s ownership function 
of the oil sector from its policy 
function by transferring the 
ownership of Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corporation (KPC) to 
a proposed government priva- 
tisation office. 

It also recommended joint 
ventures with private com- 
panies in the oil sector to be 
followed by a sale of 25 per 
cent of KPCs shares, tnat 
could raise more than six bil- 
lion dinars ($21 billion). 

Kuwait had decided to priva- 
tise its pumping stations, but 
nothing has oeen done to im- 
plement the decision. 

Plans to privatise telecom- 
munication services and the 
electric poweT network were 


announced last year. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait is study- 
ing tbe possibility of oil pro- 
duction sharing deai^ with 
foreign firms which would re- 
verse two decades of nationa- 
lisation, a Kuwaiti oil indus- 
try official has said. 

“The Higher Petroleum 
Council has been looking into 
the idea of oil production shar- 
ing with forcing companies,” 
the official, who would not be 
named, told Reuters. 

The council, comprising 
senior cabinet ministers and ou 
officials, is in charge of major 
oil policy decisions. 

“Further studies are awaited 
by the council before it issues a 
decision in this regard, and 
that might take some time,” 
the official said. “It is still a 
matter of research.” 

Kuwait has only one conces- 
sion agreement with a foreign 
firm, Japan’s Arabian Oil 
Company. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




Only 


Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — I 
apartments for rent. 



Daily Lunch 



Parole 


\ri:io;in { '. >r -• Supcnn^rkei BI.DG 
Jivl Tel: 824H77 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENJIC CHINESE- CUBINE 


Veritable Cuisine Francaise 
Live Entertainment' 

685746 

Shmessani 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get;- 

« JUMBO photo 
skt 30% Ma rp m r 

* From ortlargo- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

;Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 

• Swefieh (el: 823891 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 ‘3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight , 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Plano & Satelli 
Entertainment 

Rcsczvatioasi 

8X8637 
816690 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we bcBeveJ!! 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open dafly for 
lunch & dnner 

UKmjKRkn 

JabalAI Hussein 
Mnistry of Trade 
& Industrial RdL 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Topical Chinan Foods 


Opc*ll'J0-330*tM.IUi#t 


Tain away is avaBabtm 

Shaf AfrArab Save f 
Um Uthanah Commer ds l Centre 

Once Tasted Always Lci/ed 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away MavaUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639068 


Hu n, u Urn- ntnl /'.-i.c: in '/'•• 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


- Chinese, Thai, Philllplno, In don Is Pan & 

Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Mfctaighi 
'7*' days a week 


46 Buhl uri Suwf 2nd circle .Jabal Amman Opposite Frencti Loaf Tel 653482 



TEL- 654205 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Earecutive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-TL30 pm 

After the nilladelfdile Hotel 

■Rjwards 3rd circle 


Tel6595l9 659520 







Amman 

IntEmational Hotel 


RbnbRh 







Destaurant 

TapasBar 


1 Rest. 

Tel 841712/841713 


Advertisement 



Call tel 


667171 exf. 




TALK OF THE TOWN 




Opao nighty Fran 9« P Jl to LH AM 
ftadty Frois UO PJI to 1 M ML 
Tuesday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax : 617779 

MIATTk pad Hntri - Swneiaaiii 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

Tel:656206-613681 . 




French 4 ®ofefine 


Abdoun 


TEL 81B464. 


ILVimTEL 


Amman - Tel. 688183 
P.0.Bt» 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




Oh 


Jcbcl Amman. 3rc1 circle 
telephone 6i 50 61 
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White House backs Aristide 
despite critical CIA report 


WASHINGTON (R) - The 
White House gave ousted Hai- 
tian President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide a vote of confidence 
against a CIA report question- 
ing his mental health, and Mr. 
Aristide himself called the 
charges “garbage.” 

“Our judgment is that he is 
fully qualified to be president 
of Haiti." White House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers 
told reporters. 

The White House was trying 
to cast doubt on an unpub- 
lished CIA report which con- 
sedative Senator Jesse Helms 
said described Mr. Aristide as 
a “psychopath.” 

“In our dealings with presi- 
dent Aristide, he's been ration- 
al and 


responsive ...and I 
would remind you he is the 
duly elected leader of that 
country," Ms. Myers said. 

Sen. Helms and at least nine 
other lawmakers were briefed 
by CIA officials Wednesday on 
the intelligence about Mr. 
Aristide, who was toppled 


from power two years ago in a 
military ' coup and is to be 
restored to power under a 
U.N.-brokered accord. 

After the briefing. Sen. 
Helms said on the Senate floor 
that intelligence officials had 
described Mr. Aristide as a 
“psychopath." 

“He is one of the most brutal 
people to hold office in this 
hemisphere in my lifetime 
Sen. Helms said. Senate Repub- 
lican leader Bob Dole called 
the CIA report "very dis- 
turbing.” 

Mr. Aristide, asked about 
the charges, said: “It’s gar- 
bage.” 

“They said worse about 
Martin Luther King,” he said 
on public television’s MacNeil/ 
Lehner News- hour. "As a 
psychologist 1 know about 
character assassination. As a 
psychologist, I know about 
psychological war.” 

An Aristide aide, former 
representative Michael 
Barnes, called the criticism a 


transparent smear campaign 
organised by Mr. Aristide’s 
opponents in the Haitian ruling 
elite. 

“I have never witnessed a 
more vicious and unfounded 
campaign of orchestrated char- 
acter assassination than the 
one directed at President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide in the past 
few days," said Mr. Barnes in a 
statement. 


U.S. embassy in which about 
SO protestors and a white- 
robed voodoo priest staged a 
ceremony for television camer- 
as, using traditional grains of 
com and hot peppers. 

During the two-nour cere- 


“The drug traffickers and 
corrupt elite who control Haiti 
— ana their agents in Washing- 
ton — are hard at work” trying 
to destroy President Aristide 
so they can cling to power, Mr. 
Barnes said. 


Meanwhile, the army and 
Haiti’s embattled pro-demo- 
cracy government fought each 
other for control of. dwindling 
fuel supplies Friday as oil com- 
panies cut off supplies to sta- 
tions to obey a U.N .-ordered 
embargo. 

Pro -military supporters held 
a voodoo ceremony near the 


mony, participants were asking 
the spirits of their ancestors to 
help them save the country and 
find a solution to the crisis, 
said the group’s spokesman 
Emanuel Constant on Radio 
Metropole. 

In a chaos-filled day, a par- 
liamentary crisis committee 
met U.S. Ambassador William 
Swing in an attempt to act as 
mediator. The committee 
urged the government of Mr. 
Anstide to yield on certain 
issues. 


The committee, represent- 
ing pro-military forces, asked 
Mir. Aristide to broaden his 
cabinet and name an opposi- 
tion figure to the position of 
justice minister. 


Mandela: 
Meeting 
with Zulu 
king vital 


EDENDALE, South Africa 
(R) — African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela said Saturday he 
wanted to meet Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelithini to help 
end bloodshed in South Africa. 

But Mr. Mandela, speaking 
in the Natal province heartland 
of his main black political rival 
Zulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, said efforts to 
arrange such a meeting had so 
far been fruitless. 


“My visit... paying respects 
to the king is one of the ways to 
normalise the political situa- 
tion in the country,” the ANC 
leader told reporters at Pieter- 
maritzburg's Edendale 
township. 

Mr. Mandela said he had 
seen many kings during his 
travels around the world, “but 
I would prefer to see our king 
in this country." 

South Africa’s nine-million 
Zulus are bitterly divided be- 
tween supporting the ANC and 
Mr. Buthelezi's inkatha Free- 
dom Party, which closely aligns 
itself with the king. 

Police blame much of the 
violence sweeping South Afri- 
ca on turf wars between sup- 
porters of the rival black orga- 
nisations. 

Nearly 1,900 people have 
been killed, mainly in Natal 
and Johannesburg's township, 
since early July when multi- 
party negotiators set April 27 
as the date for the first all-race 
election. 


The ANC president plans to 
address an ANC-organised 
cultural festival, or Sonke, in 
the coastal city of Durban Sun- 
day. The aim is to show provin- 


cial support for the April elec- 
tion which will end 350 years of 


white domination in South 
Africa. 

Mr. Mandela said the aim of 
the Sonke (Zulu for “all of 
us”) was “to make a clarion 
call for unity in our country 
and peace” and to put his 
supporters on an election 
footing. 

Mr. Buthelezi. whose party 
has boycotted the democracy 
talks along with the white right 
since the election date 
announcement, said last week 
the Zulus might decide to act 
unilaterally if his demands for 
Zulu autonomy in the new 
South Africa went unheeded. 


Bui Mr. Mandela, who 
favours strong central govern- 
ment, said Saturday the ANC 
would not let Mr. Buthelezi 
bring about secession of the 
Natal-Kwazulu region. 

“It's not an individual who 
decides on secession. It’s the 
people of South Africa," said 
Mr. Mandela, whose ANC is 
widely expected to win most 
votes in the election. 

Inkatha. which has joined 
other black and white con- 
servatives in a freedom 
alliance, has so far not decided, 
if it will take part in the elec- 
tions. 


The alliance is holding bi- 
lateral talks on its demands for 
autonomy for its members with 
both the ANC and President 
F.W. De Klerk's government.- 

The ANC is pressing the 
Commonwealth to take on the 
role of watchdog for democra- 
cy in South Africa. 

ANC Chairman Thabo Mbe- 
ki, accredited to the Common- 
wealth summit in Cyprus 
although South Africa is not 
yet a member of the 50-nation 
group, says the organisation 
must not only help ensure suc- 
cessful elections in April but 
an to safeguard democracy 
afterwards. 


Georgian forces push into 
Gamsakhurdia strongholds 


KUTAISI (AFP) — Georgian 
government troops pushed 
Saturday into the west Geor- 
gian province of Mingrelia, 
stronghold of rebel forces loyal 
to former President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, Georgian offi- 
cials said here. 

Government troops battled 
their way into Abasha. a key 
city in Mingrelia, and fighting 
continued farther north in the 
village of Martvili, the officials 
said. 

Rebel forces also abandoned 
the village of Senaki, located 
about 15 kilometres north of 
Abasha. opening a key route 
to Zugdidi, the main city of 
Mingrelia, and to the Black 
Sea port of Poti seized by 
armed Gamsakhurdia suppor- 
ters on Oct. 2. 

Government troops man- 
aged to push back a rebel 
advance on western Georgia 
Friday by recapturing the 
strategic city of SamtredTa, af- 
ter they retook Tskhaltubo, 12 
kilometres (8 miles) north of 
Kutaisi Wednesday and the 
town of Khoni Thursday. 

The troops planned to press 
forward towards Zugdidi and 
Poti and establish Tbilisi's con- 
trol on the entire region of 
Mingrelia, which remained 
loyal to Mr. Gamsakhurdia af- 
ter he was ousted from power 
in January 1992. 

The latest development 
came as Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze signed a 
decree confirming Georgia's 
alliance with Moscow. 

The decree proclaiming 
Georgia's membership in the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States was signed over- 
night following "consulta- 
tions" with Georgian members 
of parliament, the majority of 
whom were in favour of CIS 
membership, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported in Mos- 
cow. 

Mr. Shevardnadze last 
month suspended parliament 
under a nationwide state of 
emergency declared amid 
heavy fighting in Abkhazia 


where separatist rebels have 
seized control of most of the 
territory in the Black Sea pro- 
vince. 

CIS membership would 
allow Georgia to call on Rus- 
sian and other member-states 
of the alliance for military 
assistance under a 1992 collec- 
tive security treaty. 

Russia this week dispatched 
troops to western Georgia 
where forces loyal to Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia have been 
ing war against Mr. Shew 
n adze's government troops. 

The troops were officially 
sent on a peacekeeping mission 
aimed at protecting key rail- 
way links and routes from the 
rebel-held Black Sea port of 
Poti to the capital of Tbilisi.. 

But government forces ack- 
nowledged unofficially that at 
least some of the weaponry 
which arrived here Wednesday 
was provided by the Russian 
army, which Moscow and Rus- 
sian officials in Georgia con- 
tinue to deny. 

President Boris Yeltsin said 
Saturday that he had ordered 
Russian troops, along with 
other units from the Common- 
wealth of Independentt-States 
(CIS) to unblock railways and 
routes in western Georgia. 

Mr. Yeltsin, speaking to re- 
porters during a visit to Yaros- 
lavl, Russia, said that he had 
signed a memorandum order- 
ing the defence minister to 
dispatch troops in the joint OS 
military mission. . 

He did not say when he had 
signed the order. 

"We must absolutely un- 
block the routes and railways 
along with joint CIS forces 
made of troops from Georgia, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Rus- 
sia because it is the only supply 
link for Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan," Mr. Yeltsin said. •• 

Georgian officials earlier 
this week said Russian troops 
had arrived in the embattled 
west Georgian region but 
added that they remained in. 
their barracks awaiting the 
arrival of other CIS forces. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Angola, rebels to meet in Zambia 


LISBON (R) — Representatives from the Angolan govern- 
ment and the rebel movement UNITA are on their way to the 
Zambian capital Lusaka to hold preliminary talks on the 
Angolan peace process, Portuguese TSF Radio said Saturday. 
It was not clear when talks would oe held or who the 
representatives from each. side were, the radio's reporter in 
Luanda said. Representatives from both sides “who had been 
involved in previous peace negotiations” were attending the 
secret talks, TSF quoted an unnamed source as saying. The 
president of Sao Tome and Principe, Miguel Trovoada, said 
Friday in Lisbon that talks between Luanda and UNITA could 
begin soon. UNITA (National Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola) has been fighting the ruling MPLA (Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola) since 1975. 


Actors barred from Bosnia flight 


ROME (R) — A group of mostly British actors and film 
makers, including Oscar winners Daniel Day-Lewis and 
Jeremy Irons, abandoned an attempt to visit Sarajevo Satur- 
day after being barred from a U.N. flight to the besieged 
Bosnian capital. It was the sgcond such refusal in 24 hours and 
prompted members of the group to claim the British govern- 
ment had vetoed their trip. Britain has denied it is obstructing 
their attempt to open a film festival starting Saturday in 
Sarajevo. Vanessa Redgrave, a star of the film Howard's End, 
said they were stopped from boarding a United Nations aid 
flight at Falconara Air Base near the eastern city of Ancona. 
“A directive was given by the British government that we 
should not be permitted to fly," she told Reuters. “1 am 
returning to London and so is Mr. Irons." She said she 
expected the eight other members of the group would also 
return to their home countries. 


Clinton names Ferraro to U.N. job 


WASHINGTON (R> — President Bill Clinton has appointed 
former Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro of New York to 
be the U.S. representative on the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission. Ms. Ferraro, 58, was Walter Mondale's vice 
presidential running mate on the Democratic ticket in 1984, 
the first woman nominated for a presidential ticket by a U.S. 
major party. “In addition to earning her place in our own 
country’s political history.” Mr, Clinton said in a statement, 
“Geraldine Ferraro has been a highly effective voice for the 
human rights of women around the world.” 


Besieging 

Serbs 

pound 

Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb gun- 
ners besieging Sarajevo pound- 
ed the Bosnian capital Satur- 
day t and Muslim and . Croat 
forces fought in the central 
region of the former Yugoslav 
republic. __ 

A general alert was ordered 
in Sarajevo because of the in- 
tensity of the bombardment 
against the old and new town 
sectors and the northwest sub- 
urbs. There was no immediate 
word on casualties. 


Croatian media said Muslim 
troops attacked positions of 
the Croat Defence Council 
(HVO) around the central 
town of Zepce. 

No ground changed hands 
but the Muslims were bringing 
in reinforcements, the reports 
added. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Haris Silajdzic pro- 
tested to Bosnian Croat leader 
Mate Bo ban against his signing 
of a peace pact with' a Muslim 
rebel in northwest Bosnia. 


Mr. Boban and Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
both signed agreements this 
week with Fikret Abdic, presi- 
dent of the self-proclaimed 
autonomous province of west- 
ern Bosnia, which has broken 
with the Bosnian government 
led by President AJija Izetbe- 
govic. 


Mr. Abdic controls less than 
a third of the Bihac pocket 
temtoiy he claims, with the 
rest being held by Mr. Izetbe- 
govic loyalists. 

Mr. Silajdzic said in a letter 
to Mr. Boban that his agree- 
ment hampered “efforts to 
build mutual trust, end the 
hostilities and restore peace in 
the region." 



Protesters disperse Friday alter troops fired 
tear-gas shells in curfew-bound Srinagar, the 


spiral of the Indian state of Ka shm ir (AFP 
photo) 


India keeps firm lid on Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Curfews and tight security kept 
a firm lid on further protests in 
Kashmir Saturday after anti- 
Indian demonstrations in 
which at least 38 people were 
killed. 

Restrictions on movement 
were lifted in much of the 
scenic Kashmir Valley follow- 
ing a near total clampdown to 
squash planned mass protests 
against a week-old army siege 
ar the state's holiest Muslim 
shrine. 


But shops remained shut for 
a general strike in the state 
capital Srinagar and an indefi- 
nite curfew was maintained in 
several trouble-prone districts. 

Witnesses said a few small 
protests flared by mid-after- 
noon in various parts of the 
city, but no casualties were 
reported. 

Official sources said 32 peo- 
ple were killed and at least 76 
were wounded Friday in the 
small town of Bijbehara, about 
40 kilometres south of Srina- 
gar, when the paramilitary 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
opened fire on marchers. 

Residents said up to 45 were 
killed and about 150 injured. 

They said BSF troops 
opened fire after trapping de- 
monstrators by blocking Doth 
ends of the main street. 
“They gave no warning, no- 


has won a reputation for bru- 
tality in Kashmir’s four-year 
anti-Indian ■ uprising, returned 
fire after Muslim militants' 
started shooting at them. 

But Kashmir's divisional 
commissioner, Wajahat Habi- 
bullah said there would have to 
be a full investigation into the 
killings. 

“It's a major tragedy. The 
facts are : certainly very grim,” 
he told reporters after inspect- 
ing the scene at Bijbehara. 

Funerals that may have re- 
vived tension and mass pro- 
tests were restricted to small 
family gatherings. 

Journalists visiting the town 
were manhandled and ordered 
away by army soldiers, who 
said a curfew had been im- 
posed. The troops confiscated 
film, tore up notebooks and 
smashed at least one camera. 


Police sources said protests 
in various parts of Srinagar 


thing," 27-year-old storekeep- 
Hussaii 


er Nasir Hussain said. 

An official government 
statement said- the BSF, Which- 


Friday claimed at least six 
lives. Four were shot dead by 
security forces in the Fateh 
Kadal area of the old quarter, 
and the others in two separate 
incidents. 

A government' statement 
said three people were killed in 
Fateh Kadal and accused de- 
monstrators of trying to set fire 
to an official building. 

Three BSF members were 
injured in a grenade attack by 
Muslim militants during 
another march, it added. 

Police and hospital sources 
say at least 13,000 people have 
been^ulled in tbe-mountainQus 


northern state since early 
1990, when the rebellion ex- 
ploded against Indian rule in 
the mainly Muslim region. 

Some of the militant groups 
are fighting to join Pakistan, 
which rules one third of Kash- 
mir, while others want a re- 
united and independent 
Kashmir. 

The latest crisis flared when 
Iqdian troops surrounded Sri- 
nagar's Hazratbal Mosque at 
midnight on Oct. 15, saying up 
to 50 armed militants were 
holed up inside. 

Some 150 civilians are also 
inside the shrine, which holds 
what Kashmiri Muslims be- 
lieve to be a hair of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Meanwhile Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto con- 
demned Saturday the killing of 
Kashmiris and called for an 
immediate end to the siege of 
Hazratbal- Shrine in Srinagar. 

“Such brazen disregard for 
human lives can only aggravate 
tension in occupied Kashmir,” 
Ms. Bhutto said in a 
statement; from Jeddah, re- 
leased in Islamabad. 


The action of the Indian 
forces was - “dearly inconsis- 
tent with the latest offer of 
Indian Prime Minister Nara- 
simha Rao for talks on norma- 
lisation of Indo-Pakistan rela- 
tions,” Ms. Bhutto said. 

Mr. Rao had made the offer 
a congratulatory letter to 


in 


Ms. Bhutto after she took 
office Tuesday. 


Burundi minister forms government in exile 


KIGALI (Agencies) — Burun- 
di's Health Minister Jean 
Minani Saturday announced 
that he had dedded to form a 
government in exile in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali, Radio 
Rwanda reported. 

At least 100,000 Bunmdis 
have fled across the border 
into Rwanda since Thursday’s 
military coup, Rwanda's Prime 
Minister Agathe Uwflngryima- 
na announced. 

Mr. Minani, who was visit- 
ing Rwanda at the time of the 
coup, confirmed Friday that 
President Melchior Ndadaye, 
the country's first president 
from the Hutu majority, had 
been killed by the coup lead- 
ers, believed to be soldiers 


from the minority Tutsi tribe 
which has traditionally domin- 
ated the government and 
armed forces. 

He said be bad decided to 
form a government after con- 
sulting with politicians demo- 
cratically elected in last June's 
first multi-party elections, but 
he did not give any names. 

Mr. Minani appealed to di- 
plomats based in- the Burundi 
capital Bujumbura, the U.N. 
Security Council and the inter- 
national community to restore 
race and democracy in 


Perpetue Shimiramana, said 
Friday that Mr. Minani would 
head a “state committee for 
the restoration of democratic 


order” which would comprise' 
Burundi's dozen or so embas- 


He also called on all Burundi 
embassies to contact him. 

Burundi's ambassador to the 
.United Nations in Geneva, 


aes around the world. 

Rwanda’s Premier Uwiln- 
giyimana announced late Fri- 
day that more than 100,000 
refugees, mainly old men, 
women and children, had 
flooded into Rwanda since 
Thursday. 

She said refugees were con- 
tinuing to pour into the Kigali 
region in southern central 
Rwanda, Butare in the south 
and Cyangugu in the south- 
west, and they would need 
international aid. 


U.S. Senate Democrats review war powers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — ■ 
Spurred by challenges to Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's authority to 
send troops abroad. Senate 
Democrats began a compre- 
hensive review of war-making 
powers and the role of the U.S. 
military in the post-Soviet era. 

Democrats and Republicans 
pushed during recent days to 
curb the president’s powers as 
commander in chief. Immedi- 
ate restrictions were staved off 
amid vigorous White House 
opposition. 

Led by majority leader 
George Mitchell, senators be- 
longing to Mr. Clinton's 
Democratic Party said Friday it 
was time for a thorough study 
of the suitable role for Amer- 
ican troops after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

“Events in the past week 
increased my determination to 
do this so that we’re not re- 
sponding to each individual cri- 
sis on an ad hoc basis." Sen. 
Mitchell said. 

The centrepiece of the re- 
view will be a re-evaluation of 
the war powers act, which re- 

a uires U.S. troops to be with- 
rawn from hostile situations 
if Congress does not give 
approval within 90 days bf 
their arrival. 

Since the act passed in 1973 
over the objections of Richard 
Nixon, subsequent presidents 
have refused to recognise it. 

On several occasions, presi- 
dents have provided Congress 
notice of the commitment of 
U.S. troops before the act's 
deadlines but said they were 
doing so voluntarily and not in 
compliance with that law. 

Sen. Mitchell asked the Sen- 
ate Armed Services. Foreign 
Relations and Intelligence 


Committees to conduct the re- 
view and report by spring. 

Five years ago, a number of 
the Democrats at -Friday’s 
news conference proposed leg- 
islation to revamp the War 
Powers Act — an effort that 
proved futile. 

This time, with a Democrat 
in the White House and Re- 
publicans calling for changes, 
the senators are optimistic 

Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn, who had offered the 
1988 legislation, said the Soviet 
Union formerly kept smaller 
countries in check, limiting 
civil wars and regional con- 
flicts. 

The demise of the superpow-. 
er has eliminated those res- 
traints, creating more hot spots- 
that require U.S. troops. 

Sen. Nunn said a new war 
powers act needs a “mechan- 
ism so that the president con- 
sults with the Congress before 
making these decisions, not 
after.” 

Sen. Mitchell said the goal is 
to deal with the balance be- 
tween the executive and leg- 
islative branches of the govern- 
ment. 

auu. Jusupii Biden said Con- 
gress has spent too much time 
discussing the process rather 
than the more important issue 
of “whether or not it makes 
sense to send troops in the first 
place.” 

Meanwhile, five former U.S. 
defence secretaries have 
voiced strong reservations ab- 
out the use of U.S. troops to 
protect other countries. 

Stay out of the former Soviet . 
Union, re-examine any troop 
commitment for Bosnia, step 
lightly in the Middle East and 


be very cautious even near the 
United States, were sugges- 
tions made at a forum offor- 
mer Defence Department 
chiefs. 

“The United States is not a 
good peacekeeper,” said 
Donald Rumsfeld, who ran de- 
fence from 1975 to 1977 in the 
Ford administration. He said 
it’s “a bad idea” for U.S. 
forces zo be put under U.N. 
control. His counterparts from 
other administrations generally 
agreed. 

. The former cabinet mem- 
bers raised worries about va- 
rious U.S. operations abroad 
at an annual panel discussion 
Friday sponsored by the South- 
ern Centre for International 
Studies of Atlanta, Ga. The 
forum is being telecast around, 
the world. 

The speakers also included 
James Schlesinger of the Nixon 
and Ford administrations, 
Harold Brown from the Carter 
years, Frank Carlucd of the 
Reagan administration and 
Richard Cheney, who helped 
guide the Gulf war under Pres- 
ident George Bush. 

All rejected any idea of 
sending U.S. troops to ensure 
stability in the former Soviet 
Union. 

“That would be the height of 
insanity, 1 ” declared Mr. Car- 
lucd. 

Mr. Rumsfeld said it would 
only bolster anti-Yeltsin forces 
who think Mr. Yeltsin is 
America's man. 

Mr. Schlesinger said Rus- 
sia's future was America’s No. 
1 security problem abroad but 
added, “the best help we can 
give them under the circumst- 
ances is not to send troops." 

Mr. Brown said he didn't see . 


help 


how U.S. troops could 
hold Russia together. 

Asked by moderator Marvin 
Kalb if U.S. forces should be 
sent into the Mideast to moni- 
tor a peace accord, Mr. Brown 
said a limited force might be 
used in the Golan Heights, 
land taken by Israel from Syria 
in 1967, but not elsewhere. 

Mr. Cheney said the success 
of the Gulf war has enhanced 
Israel's security, but it might 
be necessary to once again 
“protect our friends” in the 
region. 

But Mr. Rumsfeld said offi- 
cials should think “very, very 
carefully” before committing. 
U.S. forces in the Mideast. 

• Mr. Brown said U.S. troops 
should be used to Middle East 
peacekeeping only if both sides 
want them. 

Some of the former secretar- 
ies agreed that air power might 
have been used to turn back 
Bosnian Serbs early in the 
Yugoslav crisis, but that it is 
probably too late for any kind 
of outside military interven- 
tion. 

Mr. Schlesinger said the 
Clinton administration should 
not have made a commitment 
to send 25,000 peacekeepers to 
Bosnia when peace is achieved 
but-said the commitment may 
have to be met. 

Mr. Brown said the United 
States should not make such 
“foolish commitments.” 

The five secretaries agreed 
that overriding U.S. interests 
abroad may still be defined 
geographically, led by the 
security of Western Europe 
and followed by North East 
Asia, including Japan and 
Korea; the Middle East, and 
the Western hemisphere. 



Radio station 
bans Madonna 
for remarks 


TORONTO (R) \Cana- 
Htan radio station has banned 
Madonna's music because she 
shouted “F... Toronto; F,.. the 
Blue Jays" at a Philadelphia 
concert this week during the 
baseball Wbrkl Senes .pitting ferns 
from the two cities. ‘Tm toteP 
ly prepared for the -rest of my 
life never to play another 
Madonna song until she apokHflBr 
rises," Tom Rivers, morning ■ ' 
jockey at CJEZ-FM radio ' 
station, said Friday, In the 
middle of her conceit, the 33- 
year-old entertainer shouted to 
Philadelphia fans, “F. .. Toron- 
to. F... the Blue Jays* F... 
them." Game three of the 
World Series was held Tuesday 
night m Philadelphia, with the 
Toronto Blue Jays defeating 
the Philadelphia Phillies 10-3. 

On Wednesday, the Blue Jays 
won again, but Philadelphia 
won Thursday to leave Tarawa 
leading the best-of-seven series 
3-2. The Detroit-born material 
girl's concert was at the Spec- 
trum, a stone’s throw from 
Veterans Stadium where the £K 
third game of the series was 
held Tuesday night. Madonna 
could not be reached for com- 
ment but a spokesman for the 
fjanadian division of her re- 
cording company said her com- 
ments were not meant to be 
serious. “It was a joke," said 
Steve Waxman. national pub- 
licity manager for Warner 
Music Canada. “She loves 
Toronto. That’s why she play* 
in Toronto.” Madonna’s girfie 
show tour is scheduled to Ut 
Montreal on Oct. 23. It played 
in Toronto on Oct. 11 and 1Z 
“Tbe minute she -gets back 
south of the border she says 
F... Toronto,” disc-jockey 
Rivers said. “That's the type of 
thing that’s a real slap in the^f 
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Jackson cancels 
Chile concert 


AVMAfa LIT 


■ • i 


SANTIAGO (R) — Michael 
Jackson Friday cancelled a 
concert in Chile after police 
said they would not provide 
security for the show, post- 
poned after the singer com- 
plained of a pulled musde. In a 
statement late Friday organis- 
ers said Jackson would go 
ahead with bis scheduled con- 
cert Saturday. But another 
concert, postponed just’ hours 
before it was doe to start and 
rescheduled for Mond&y, was 
fjpw cancelled. The organisms 
said the show was called off 
because of security concerns 
and the unavailability of the 
stadium, but Jackson would 
return to Chile in November. 
Police refused to provide 
security Monday saying they 
were tied up with other 
events. Media reports said 
police, who set up an impress- 
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ive operation Thursday, sea- 
ling off roads and calling in 


sniffer dogs and helicopters, 
were angry they only heard of . 
foe postponement after they 
had opened foe stadium to 
fans. Around 5,000 fans who 
were already inside threw food : 
and debris at foe stage and ; 
screamed insults against Jack- ; \ 

son when foe postponement : 
was announced over louds- ■ 
peakers. National television ' 
reported, without n amin g a ^ 
source, that despite his injury ■ * 

which his doctor said made It 
impossible for him to complete r® 
bis strenuous two-hour show, ; 
Jackson played up and down ■ 
hotel corridors until late ‘ 
Thursday night. 
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Request to use 
bathroom lands 
man in jail 


»*» r 


MIAMI (R) — a German 
tourist whose bursting Madder 
prompted his arrest on bomb 
threat charges was returned to 
custody one day after finishing 
a nine-month stay in jail, offi- 
cials said Friday. Johann Grze- 
ganek, 23, whose U.S. visa 
expired while he was in jail, 
was detained by immigration 
agents in Miami Thursday, 
pending deportation. Last 
January the FBI arrested Mr. 
Grzeganek and charged him 
with making a false bomb 
threat after his actions forced a 
Germany-bound Lockheed 
LI 101 to return to Fort' 
Lauderdale. Shortly, after 
takeoff Mr. Grzeganek, who 
admitted to drinking and hav- 
fop of flying, scuffled 
with flight attendants and two 
members of foe cockpit- ci^w 
who attempted to keep him 
from visiting the bathroom. 
During foe incident Mr. Grae- 
ganek used a German idiom 
indicating that foe roof was. 




^in^to blow off. Hefoen Bed* 


bathroom. Mr. Grze- 4 
gnek said he was nrismte*; 
P rete ^ and had used a sham 
®*pr®ssion indicating that his 
bladder woulde^fodt. Mr. 
2j?f ane j was ^leased from a 
rort Lauderdale jail WedneP 
pay and is now being held at an 
migration detention centre . 
in Miami pending deportation, r 
^^^Tassone, chief deputy ?; 
at the U.S. Marshals Service. " 
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S. Arabia gets warning 
for Doha pitch invasion 


DOHA (AP) — The Saudi 
Football Federation was 
'warned Saturday their fans will 
be barred from the stadium if 
they invade the field or intimi- 
date fans of a rival teanf in . 
'World Cup Asian qualification 
& matches. 

A warning, issued in Dohatt- 
' comes in advance of Sunday's 
crucial fraq-Saudi Arabia 
match that already has caused 
serious security concerns for 
Qatar. 

On Friday thousands of 
-Saudi fans invaded tbe ground, 
broke chairs and gesticulated 
'at South Korean supporters, 
-after a last-gasp goal equalised 
-the match against South Korea 
1 - 1 . 

■ “We have told tbe Saudis 
that if this happens again, all 
(heir fans will be barred from 
.the stadium in future games," 
a FIFA official told the Assoti- 
i ated Press. 

. A formal statement will be 
.issued in Zurich* the headquar- 
ters of FIFA. The FIFA is also 
likely to fine Saudi Arabia for 
damaging Qatari property, 
said the official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

_ Iraq, with a fair chance to 
ualify for the 24- nation World 
p finals in the U.S. after 
their 2-1 victory over tfadition- 
‘ al foe Iran Friday, has already 
set the tone for Saturday’s en- 
counter.. 

. “..-Our implacable enemy, ' 
’ tire Saudis mast be crushed 
before a television audience of 
millions around the world," 
die Al Baath Arriyadhi Sports 


S 


newspaper in Baghdad said be- 
fore the tournament.. 

Following Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
,sion .of Kuwait, a massive 
-U.S.-fed multinational force 
hajpassembled in Saudi Arabia 
to protect the kingdom and 
drove Iraq out of Kuwait in 
February 1991. Saudi Arabia, 
the .world’s biggest oil produc- 
er, also funded the multina- 
tional fortes' drive against 
Iraq. 

On Saturday .in Qatar, 
thousands of Saudi supporters 
were arriving and organisers 
said at least 25,000 was ex- 
pected to watch the game Sun- 
day, which kicks off at 5 p.m. 
(1400 GMT). 

Iraq must win the match to 
retain, herpes of advancing to 
the finals in the United States. 

“This has to stop," said Pe- 
ter Velappan, general secret- 
ary of the FIFA’s Asian Foot- 
ball Confederation of the. Fri- 
day's incident when 10,000 
Saudi fans, excited after their 
team’s last-gasp equaliser, in- 
vaded the ground. They traded 
insults with about l.OtiO South 
Korean supporters, but the 
situation was checked from 
taking an ugly turn by Qatari 
riot police. 

Friday's incident was more 
of an outburst of jubilation by 
the Saudis, for whom soccer is 
very dear. But on stake 
Sunday is Iraq, the enemy No. 
1 of the Saudis. 

“We have told the organis- 
ers that all precautions must be- 
taken to stop repetition of Fri- 
day's incident," Velappan, of 
Malaysia, said. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 

Following are tin results of games played Friday, OcL 22 and 

the standings of the teams up to that date. 
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East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 5 

* Q 7 6 3 

0 A 6 4 

+ Q 10 9 7 6 
WEST EAST 

4A976 * J 10 8 4 2 

T A 2 - <7B4 

0QJ10 0 9 8 7 2 ' 

♦AJB 8 484 

SOOTH 

»KQS - 
J10 9 8 

* K 2 

The bidding; 

South West- North East 
1 ? DU . 4 paw 
Pass Put 
Opting bad Queen of 0 
Bridge » sometime* a race be- 
tween sides to — The 
of the South- 
ern CivdWarGen. Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, is the me who "gits then 
fastest with the mooteetT 
The bidding was straightforward 
enough. Since the endy strong bid 
over u opponent’s takeout double 
is a redouble. North was able to 
show a strong distributional hand 
by leaping all the way to game, 
thoefay buying the' contract 
V/eat at&rked with the queen of 
diamonds. Thai* were three un- 


avoidable losers— the aow of 
tramps, spades and dobs. In addi- 
tion, West's lead struck at the one 

soft spot in the combined bolding— 
the third-round diamond loser. 

Tune is of the essence. First, de- 
clarer must decide in which hand to 
win the first trick. Ms vital to do ao 
in dummy— declarer’s king of dia- 
monds is ■ key entry. Next, declarer 
cannot afford to play even one 
round of trumps— Wert will win, 
fei rf out the remaining diamond 
stopper and then win a trick in a 
Uadi suit before declarer has estab- 
lished a winner fa? a discard. 

Declarer desperately needs to 
find a parking-place far the dia--. 
mond loeer as soon as possible. To 
the second trick a spade most be led 
toward tbe closed hand. Although 
that loses to tbe ace and the attack 
on iftinwwwiria is con tinned, declarer 
is a tempo ahead. After winning tbe 
king of diamond}, declarer discards’ 
a diamond on the king of spades and 
makes the contract. 

Note that had declarer won the 
first trick in hand* then would have i 
been no entry to the dbsad hand to . 
take the discard an the king of 
Spades. Though declarer would have 
been ahead in the race, he would 
have' to give up the lead in an at- 
tempt to get back to baud and the 
defenders would have crossed the 
finish Hm first. 


Karpov, Timman draw game 1 7 




JAKARTA (R) — Anatoly 
Karpov of Russia survived ex- 
treme pressure from Jan Tim- 
man of the Netherlands to 
draw the 17th game of the 
official World Chess Cham- 
pionship Saturday after 33 
moves and almost five hours of 
play. 

Karpov now leads the 24- 
game match by 11 points to six 
and needs only one and a half 
more points to regain the 
World Title he lost to compat- 
riot Garry Kasparov in 1985. 

After winning the three pre- 
vious games, Karpov did not 
seem at all upset at finally 
conceding a draw to bis de- 
moralised opponent. 

“This was a very important 
game for the opening theoiy of 
this variation," said a smiling 
Karpov after the game. “Of 
.course Timman had pressure,. 
' serious pressure, but no dear 
way to gain the advantage." 

• Timman was also pleased 
after scoring his first draw 
since Game 13. He immediate- 
ly left the stage to embrace his 
wife, lisa, who had just arrived 
in Indonesia from Amsterdam. 

Experts agreed the game 
had been one of tbe most 
interesting in the match, which 
began in the Netherlands and 
moved to Indonesia for the 
second half. 

Timman, controlling the 
white pieces, began the game 
in an aggressive .mood, answer- 
ing Karpov’s solid Caro-Kann 
defence with the ambitious 
advance variation. 

The former world champion 
took up Tlmman’s challenge, 
entering tbe sharpest. line of 


the opening and winning a 
pawn. 

However Timman’s power- 
ful knight gave white excellent 
counterchances and none of 


the experts watching the game 
was prepared to predict 
outcome. 


a likely 


“It’s too complicated for 
me," commented a baffled Ulf 
-'Andersson, one of Timman’s 
grandmaster assistants. 

With’ both kings exposed, 
Karpov decided that the safest 
policy would be to try to reach 
an endgame by exchanging 
queens. 

Timman tried to avoid the 
queen exchange to no avail and 
Karpov succeeded in reaching 
a simplified position where a 
draw seemed the most likely 
result. - 

Yet Timman refused to 
accept that his attack was over. 
He harassed Karpov’s king and 
refused a chance to draw by 
perpetual check. 

After 33 moves Timman, 
handicapped by a weak pawn, 
was forced to accept Karpov’s 
.offer of a draw. 

“This game shows Anatoly's 
- experience in defending the 
Caro-Kann," commented a re- 
lieved Karpov aide, U.S. 
grandmaster- Ron Henley. - - 

Karpov and Timman are 
playing for the official World 
Championship because Kas- 
parov, the world number one, 
and Nigel Short, his English 
challenger, broke away from 
the World Chess Federation 
(FIDE) to organise a more 
hidrative contest in London. 

The rebel world title match 
concluded Thursday with Kas- 


parov winning 12 16-7 1* and 
claiming to be tHe true world 
champion, but FIDE maintains 
that the winner of the Jakarta 
match will be the legitimate 
titleholder. 

The next game between Kar- 
pov and Timman will be Mon- 
day with Karpov having the 
advantage of the White pieces. 
The winner of the match will 
be the first player to score 1216 
points. 

Kasparov, newly crowned as 
tbe first . Professional Chess 
Association (PCA) world 
champion, now faces a greater 
challenge of turning the fledg- 
ling body he helped found into 
a major force in top-flight 
chess. 

The game established Kas- 
parov as clearly the world's 
strongest player. To many 
chess experts, he is the best 
player in the history of tbe 
game. 

Bur bis toughest task will be 
using his influence to gain cre- 
dibility for the new-born PCA, 
which he and Short established 
.earlier this year after a split 
with FIDE, in charge of the 
world championship since 
1948. 

FIDE is the second largest 
sporting organisation in the 
world after soccer authority 
FIFA, and has a comprehen- 
sive world-wide qualifying sys- 
tem. 

Kasparov won the FIDE ti- 
tle in 1985 against arch-rival 
Karpov and defended it against 
him in 1986, 1987 and 1990. 

Kasparov and Short were 
outlawed by FIDE and strip- 
ped of their world rankings 


following their founding of the 
PCA after a bitter dispute over 
the venue and terms of their 
title contest. 

The champion has been in 
strident conflict with FIDE, 
and its controversial President 
Florencio Campomanes. for 
most of his career, and has 
consistently questioned its abil- 
ity to handle professional play- 
ers and negotiations with ma- 
jor sponsors. 

The PCA scored its first 
publicity victory when the rival 
FIDE contest, now resumed in 
the Indonesian capital Jakarta, 
floundered in financial chaos. 

FIDE announced that their 
official match between Karpov 
and Dutch grandmaster Jan 
Timman would have a prize 
fund of £1.8 million (S2.7 mil- 
lion), even higher than the 
London match. 

But the duel between two 
men eliminated by Short ear- 
lier in the FIDE cycle suffered 
real credibility problems. 

The organisers of the first 
half of the tournament in the 
Netherlands announced they 
had failed to raise a penny 
towards their half of the prize 
fund. 

Then the organisers of the 
second half in Oman withdrew 
completely, leaving the match 
homeless and penniless. 

After a three-week delay, a 
frantic search for a match 
* sponsor resulted in the contest 
moving to Jakarta, where- 
FIDE is guaranteeing only a 
minimum prize of one million 
Swiss francs ($700,000). 

I Kasparov insists there is no 
danger that he will become a 



World Chess champion Gary Kasparov (right) shakes hands with 
his challenger, Britain's Nigel Short, after retaining his World 
Professional Chess Association championship title in London (AFP 
! photo) 


reclusive champion, and prom- 
ises to defend his title against 
the next PCA challenger in 
1995. 

Sceptical observers await 
confirmation that the PCA has 
the framework and cash to run 
a successful qualifying cycle. 

- But the organisation has prom- 
ised to reveal specifics later 
this month in London, after 
announcements of major spon- 
sors and a full calendar; of elite 
events. 


Thb PCA title eliminator,, 
which will reduce 50 title hope- 
fuls to seven candidates joining 
Short in a series of knock-out 
matches, is already scheduled 
for late December in the Dutch 
town Groningen. 

Frederic Friedel, an influen- 
tial chess entrepreneur, told 
Reuters that the funds for this 
event, to be sponsored by mic- 
rochip giant Intel, were 
already in the PCA account.. 


Prost on pole for Japan Grand Prix 


SUZUKA. Japan (R) — 
World champion Alain Prost 
claimed the 33rd pole position 
of his career Saturday when he 
came out on top after an 
incident-packed final qual- 
ifying session for Sunday's 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

The 38-year-old Frenchman, 
who clinched bis fourth world 
tide at the Portuguese Grand 
Prix last month, had to fight off 
a series of challenges from 
other drivers before claiming 
tiie prime grid position tn his 
Williams. 

He eventually clocked-a best 
tune-ofonemimite' and 3m 54 
seconds to e cli p se tbe -best 
effort of his oldest and greatest 
rival, Brazilian Ayrton Senna,, 
in a McLaren by just one-tenth 
of a second. 

Senna will start Sunday's 53- 
lap race alongside Prost at the 
head of the grid in a line-up 
which revived memories of 
their past infamous tangles on 
the Snzuka circuit. In both 
1989 and 1990 the pair collided 
in controversial circumstances. 

Prosfs pole extended the 
Williams team sequence this 
year to' 15 -pole positions in 
succession and keeps alive 
their hopes of a record 16. in 
.succession. 

Prost’s Williams team-mate, 
Briton Damon Hill, ended up 
sixth fastest after being the 
quickest early on and then 


spinning off at the hairpin. 

Finland's Mika Hakkieo 
continued his fine form by tak- 
ing third spot on the grid in the 
second McLaren ahead of Ger- 
man Michael Schumacher in a 
Benetton. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger 
was fifth fastest in a Ferrari. 
But at one time looked on 
course to daim his first pole for 
two years when be topped the 
time with only 12 minutes re- 
maining. 

Tbe session bad an eventful 
start when Italian Andrea De 
Cesaris crashed his. Tyrrell and. 
th&sesskm was red-flagged to. a . 
halt, but it resumed after a 
10-mmute break. De Cesaris 
was not injured in the aeddent. 

Several drivers slid off the 
dusty dreuit, including De 
Cesaris, Briton Johnny Her- 
bert in a Lotus, Frenchman 
Jean Alesi in a Ferrari,’ 
Japanese Aguri Suzuki in a 
Footwork, Hill, Brazilian 
Rubens Barrichello in a Jordan 
and Italian Pierluigi Martini in 
a Minardi. 

It was a surprise that no one 
was even slightly injured and 
the session was stopped only 
once. 

The battle for the leading 
positions on tbe grid was one 
of the most keenly-fought of 
theyear and was dearly en- 
joyed by the leading drivers. 


Prost. whose 33rd pole en- 
abled him to draw level with 
Scot Jim Dark m the record 
books, second only behind 
Senna who claimed a record 61 
pole positions, was relaxed and 
smiling after the session. 

He dismissed suggestions 
that the front row of tbe grid 
could lead to a scrap between 
him and Senna again at the 
first corner '“No, I don’t think 
we will have any problems. 
Anyway, it could not be worse 
than 1990 could it?" 

Prost added: “We always 
knew itwould.be difficult at 
this track. It has fast corners 
and changing conditions and it 
is bumpy and for our car this is 
not good. 

“But I enjoyed ft today. It 
was fun amt waas nice to see 
people smiling in the pit-lane 
-for the first time this year. It 
will be a dose race with five 
or six -cars so dose dnd tactics 
are going to be very important. 

“I hope Mika (Hakkinen) 
does not make the same start 
he did in Estoril" he joked, 
referring to the Finn's charge 
at the Portuguese race when he 
almost pushed Prost aside. 

Prost, who announced last 
month that be will retire from 
Formula 1 at the end of the 
year, said he bad been 
approached by McLaren boss 
Ron Dennis but had stressed 


he was not interested in revers- 
ing his decision. 

“He is a professional and we 
are still friends and he just 
wanted to know what was in 
my mind — I told him,” he 
said. 

Senna also said he had no 
worries about the downhill 
rush to the first comer where 
he and Prost collided in 1990. 
He said he believed also that 
he could have taken pole posi- 
tion if he bad noi been held up 
on his best lap by the Tyrrell of 


Ukyo Katayama of Japan. 

“I-came- up behind the Tyr- 
rell andiit. was on a crest of a 


hill and I was not sure if he had 
seen me or not. I could not 
keep my foot down and I had 
to off and it was a shame. I 
think we lost pole there. 

“But at least we are on the 
front row. It could have been 
worse. I stopped and pulled up 
afterd that because the team 
said I might run out of fuel, 

“It was a calculated risk and 
I think it was the best strategy, 
but I had traffic. That's just the 
way it goes." 

Hakkinen said he was dis- 
appointed not to have' done 
better, but put it down to his 
lack of experience. “I will have 
to see what Ayrton did,” he 
said, somewhat tongue in 
cheek, after the session. 


Tonya Harding is superb on the ice 


DALLAS (AP) — Tonya 
Harding believes this is her 
time. It certainly looked that 
way Friday night at Skate 
America. 

Harding, the 1991 U.S. 
champion who has struggled 
ever since — on and off the ice 
— won the technical program- 
me with a commanding per- 
formance. She was first with 
five judges and proj^ly de- 
serve to sweep aDseven. 

“I do think this was the best 
original programme I’ve done 
in my skating career," Harding 


Si 


Harding, whose problems 
ha/e' inauded disappointing 
rfoirmances at the 1992 
cs and World Cham- 
pionships and this year's 
nationals — as well as marital 
troubles, financial woes and 
coaching instability — prom- 
ised a strong performance. She 
delivered with a terrific triple 
hztz-donble toe loop combina- 
tion and an impressive flying 
approach to a sit spin. 

Tm tbe underdog and that’s 
just the way I like it," Harding 
said . 

If she continues skating as 
she did Friday, the 22-year-old 


from Portland, Ore., won’t be 
an underdog for long. 

“I felt I had to go out and 
prove I'm the Tonya Harding 
.everyone believes m and that 
they should believe in me and I 
think they do now."’ 

World champion Oksana 
Bayul, the 15-year-old sensa- 
tion from Ukraine, popped her 
combination jump, doing only 
a double lutz-double toe. It 
cost her just enough to drop 
her to second heading into 
Saturday’s free skate, worth 
two-thirds of the total score. 

Bayul, dressed like a black 
swan, received all and 
.5.9s for presentation. But her 
technical marks didn’t measure 
up to Harding’s, nor did her 
overall performance. 

It was Bayul’s first competi- 
tion in the United States and 
only her third major event 
outside Ukraine. 

Third {dace in die technical 
programme went to Surya 
Bonaly of France, whose foot- 
work and spins have improved 
enormously since she placed 
second at the worlds in March. 
Bonaly, winner of the last 
three European cham- 
pionships, also did a nice triple 


hitz-double toe combination. 

Michelle Kwan, tbe 13-year- 
old rising star from Los 
Angeles, was sixth despite a 
dean programme. Lisa Ervin 
of Lakewood, Ohio was 
seventh. 

Harding is the only Amer- 
ican woman to land a triple 
axel in competition, but that 
346-revohition jump is not ■ 
of her repertoire for Si 
America. 

“We’ve chosen not to use it 
in the first competition of tbe 
year," Harding said. “We’d 
nke to get things rolling under 
our feet." 

She hinted that the triple 
axel will be back for the 
nationals in January. 

“I was the first woman to do 


it and I can do ft, so why not do 
it?” she said. 

The pairs gold went, as ex- 
pected, to Russians Evgenia 
Shishkova and Vadim 
Naumov, the third-ranked cou- 
ple in the world. They also won 
the technial programme and, 
on Friday night, received a 5.9 
and five -5.8s. for 

Kyoko Ina and Jason 
jen of the '.United States were 
second. Ida, of Englewood 
CEfEs, NJ., and Dungjen, of 
Troy, Mich., have been 
together for less than two 
years. 

Another American pair, 
Karen Courtland of whip- 


nip- 

iny, N.J., and Toad 
Reynolds erf Houston, were, 
third in a mediocre field. 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT — 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 


King’s Theatre becomes 
1994 derby favourite 


DONCASTER, England (R) 
— Trainer Hemy Cecil won 
the Group 1 Raring Post Tro- 
phy for the 10th time Saturday 
as promising colt King's 
Theatre galloped to the top of 
the betting lists for the 1994 
Epsom Derby. 

Hills made the colt 16-1 clear 
favourite after a comfortable 
one length success for jockey 
Willie Ryan. 

Starting at 9-2. King's 
Theatre stormed dear of 11-8 
favourite Fairy Heights, ridden 
by Cash Asmussen, and looked 
distinct classic material. 

Cedi, who first won the mile 
(1.6 km) test back in 1967. 
said: “He’s a lovely horse who 
likes being up there with the 
pace and gets the trip well. I 
wold see him as a derby horse 
rather than a 20000 Guineas 
prospect.’’ 

Cecil’s other representative 
Bude, partnered by Pat 
Eddery, finished a further 
three lengths back in third 
place. 

“The other fellow ran very 
well, considering it was only 
the second race of his life. I'm 
delighted with them both.” 
said Cecil. 

King's Theatre’s victory 
lifted Cecil past Richard Han- 
non at the top of the trainers' 
table. He is bidding to land the 
title for the 10th time. 

Winning jockey Ryan said: 


“He stays well and there are 
not many better mile horses 
around than this fellow. I’m 
pleased to be associated with 
nun, and I've always felt he’ll 
make an even better three- 
year-old." 

Reference Point, Epsom 
Derby winner in 1987, won the 
Raring Post Trophy as a two- 
year-old in 1986. 

Meanwhile Irish classic win- 
ner Barathea is to join the 
British strike force for horse 
racing's Breeders’ Cup “world 
championship" in California in 
two weeks time. - • 

Newmarket trainer Luca 
Cumani gave the green li^ht 
for the venture after the Insh 
2.000 Guineas hero pleased in 
a newmarket workout Satur- 
day. The colt will contest the 
Breeders' Cup mile at Santa 
Anita. 

“He worked very well this 
morning and is in good form,” 
said Cumani. 

The trainer is likely to ship 
the oolt out with the French 
challengers as he explained: 
"The horses from Britain are 
flying out the previous 
Wednesday. 

“I believe that is too late. It . 
gives no time to put any prob- 
lem right. So Barathea is likely 
to go to Paris to join the 
French horses going to Califor- 
nia on the previous Saturday or 
Sunday." 


HORSES FOR SALE 

EX- race horses with good prize winning record 
and excellent pedigree for sale. 

Interested, please call 684454 


FOR RENT IN SHME1SANI 


Fully furnished, ground-floor apartment, centrally heated, of 
one/two bedrooms and accessories, with well-kept lawn- 
covered garden. Clean, cosy and lies in a quiet area. 
Telephone is included. 

Please call Sami at 665804, 666464 all day. 
Long and short-term rents are welcome. 


MAID REQUIRED 

A live-in Phiiippina is required to work for a small 
foreign family. 

For more information, please call 684454 


dining room, 2 verandas, 2 bathrooms, spacious 
kitchen, separate central heating, telephone, cen- 
tral aerial. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call, the owner directly. Tel. 662325, Amman 


PRIVATE TUfORING 


A private tutor is willing to help students up to the 7th 
grade in the following fields: math, sciences, Arabic. 
English and French. 

If you are Interested, please call: 
818542 (7 a.m.-l p. m .) 
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TcL: 63414* 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 1230.3JO.&15.&30, UM0 



CONCORD *1’ 

Dustin Hoffman 

Ac cid en t*! Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3-JO, 6:13, 8-J0, 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 

Faten Hamameh — in 

Lend of Dreams 

Show: JfcM. 3:15. &00. &15 


| Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 



Madiha Kamel / Mahmoud Hamidah 


in - 


THE DEVIL’S'GATE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:13. 5:00. 6:45, 8:30. 10:30 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad Shomafl 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day - 


NabH & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN TK2ATRB 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Christopher tells 
Moscow to open 
political process 


Ghali, Meles differ 
on Somali peace bid 


MOSCOW (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher told the Russian 
government Saturday it could 
lose some U.S. support unless 
it opens its political processes 
to dissidents. 

The government has nothing 
to fear from a free press, he 
said in a speech. Even in times 
of intense political struggle, 
“the imperative of civil order 
must be reconciled with free 
expression,” he said. 

• Mr. Christopher’s strong en- 
dorsement of allowing dissent 
and open debate came at a 
time when Russia is preparing 
to elect a new parliament 

The Yeltsin government has 
banned about a dozen hard- 
line and nationalist newspapers 
and six political parties. 

“Even when battling the 
forces of reaction, true demo- 
crats have nothing to fear from 
a free press,” the secretary said 
in a speech to the Academy of 
the National Economy. 

He then flew to Kazakhstan 
to urge leaders of the Central 
Asian nation to give up more 
than 1,000 nuclear warheads, 
as promised. 

He will make a similar re- 
quest in Ukraine on Monday. 
Belarus, the third former 
Soviet republic apart from 
Russia that has nuclear 
weapons, is adhering to its 
pledge to dismantle the long- 
range weapons. 

President Yeltsin told Mr. 
Christopher on Friday that he 
had acted against “fascistic" 
elements in quashing the par- 
ties and media. 

Mr. Christopher said the key 
factor in persuading Congress 
to support aid was Russia's 
commitment to democratic re- 
form as well as a free-market 
system. 

“Without those commit- 
ments, the chances of that kind 
of support would be substan- 
tially diminished,” he said. 

Mr. Christopher told Rus- 
sia's leaders that relations with 
the United States would suffer. 

“I don't want to say that in 
any threatening sense,” he 
said. “I simply say it as a 
description of reality.” 


In the speech, Mr. Christ- 
opher said the Clinton admi- 
mstration was prepared to pro- 
vide technical assistance for 
the Dec. 12 parliamentary 
elections, if asked. He said that 
would involve such assistance 
as voter education and poll- 
watching. 

Later, U.S. officials ex- 
panded that to include confer- 
ences on political parties and 
political training. This would 
be done through four Amer- 
ican non-governmental orga- 
nisations, including the AFL- 
CIO labour federation's Free 
Trade Institute, the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Democratic and Republi- 
can parties. 

“Any assistance we would 
mobilise at Russia would be 
politically neutral, non- 
partisan and available to all 
participating political parties 
and groups,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

At a news conference Fri- 
day, Mr. Christopher said his 
visit should not be interpreted 
as support for Mr. Yeltsin’s 
slate, but rather for the process 
of reforms being carried out by 
the Russian leader. 

He told the academy that 
Mr. Yeltsin's suspension of 
parliament Sept. 21 was a re- 
sponse to “exceptional cir- 
cumstances.” Both the parlia- 
ment and constitution were 
vestiges of the communist past, 
locking movement to democra- 
tic reforms, he said. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
United States does not easily 
support the suspension of par- 
liaments. 

In Yaroslavl, Mr. Yeltsin 
said deputies in Russia's new 
federal assembly will decide if 
a presidential election set for 
June will go ahead. 

Mr. Yeltsin, asked by jour- 
nalists whether the poll would 
be held, replied:. “That will be 
up to the federal assembly to 
decide." 

The Russian leader 
announced last month that a 
presidential election would be 
held june 12, cutting short his 
mandate by two years. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — U.N. 
. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali and Ethiopian. Presi- 
dent Meles Zenawi discussed a 
political solution in Somalia 
Saturday but an Ethiopian offi- 
cial said they did not agree, 

“There existed a conceptual 
difference between the posi- 
tion of Ethiopia and that of 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali on the Somali reconcilia- 
tion,” said Tekeda Alemu, 
Ethiopian deputy minister for 
foreign affairs. 

Mr. Tekeda did not elabo- 
rate on the dispute but he said 
Ethiopia thoi^ht all Somali 
groups should take part. 

Dr. Ghali wants to arrange a 
peace conference that excludes 
taction leader Mohammad Far- 
rah Aideed, the- man the Un- 
ited Nations holds responsible 
for killing 24 Pakistani troops 
in an ambush in the Somali 
capital Mogadishu in June. 

The U.N. office in Somalia 
issued an arrest warrant for 
General Aideed after the 
ambush and says the warrant is 
still valid. 

But Mr. Tekeda said: “If our 
aim is to conduct a successful 
reconciliation and to bring 
peace in Somalia, we believe 
that no one group should be 
excluded from that process.” 

Dr. Ghali told reporters that 
his two-hour meeting with 
Meles was “useful and posi- 
tive.” 

“We will continue to do our 
best to gain momentum in 
favour of national reconciliation 
(in Somalia) with the col- 
laboration of all countries in- 
volved in the peace process.” 
Dr. Ghali said before flying to 
Egypt, his native country. 

Mr. Meles has a mandate 
from the Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU) and leaders 
from the Horn of Africa to 
seek a peaceful political resolu- 
tion to the Somali crisis. He 
enjoys the confidence and trust 
of most Somali faction leaders. 

Mr. Meles brokered the last 
reconciliation talks in March. 
But the dans and political 
groups ignored its recom- 
mendations and hundreds of 
people have since been killed 
in fighting. 

At that meeting the Somali 
groups agreed to ceasefire, and 
to set up a transitionaJ coundl 


to rule until pluralist elections 
in 1994. 

Most of the recent fighting 
has been between the U.N. 
force and Gen. Aideed’s sup- 
porters in southern Moga- 
dishu. 

Officials from Ethiopia and 
neighboaring Djibouti helped 
arrange a meeting between 
U.S. special envoy Robert 
Oakley and elders from the 
Somalia National Alliance 
(SNA), the umbrella group 
chaired by Gen. Aideed. 

The meeting led to the re- 
lease 10 days ago of a captured 
U.S. pilot and a Nigerian sol- 
dier. 

On Friday Dr. Ghali made a 
secretive visit to Mogadishu 
despite military advice. He did 
not meet any Somali faction 
leaders, saying he did not have 
enough time. (See page 2) 

In Mogadishu, a U.N. 
spokesman urged a Somali fac- 
tion opposed 'h>i Gen. Aitieed 
Saturday not to hold a peace 
demonstration because of a’ 
risk of violence. 

“If even good intentions 
could produce . > confrontations 
and disturbances. This is some- 
thing that (the U.N. 
peacekeeping operation) 
would not want to see hap- 
pen,” the spokesman, Farouk 
Mawlawi, told reporters. 

The peace demonstration set 
for Monday was planned by 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad's 
northern Mogadishu Hawiye 
clan. An Aideed follower said 
there would be clashes if it 
takes place. 

Italian U.N. peacekeeping 
troops shot and killed a Somali 
man after he pulled out a gun 
and fired at them, another 
U.N. spokesman said. 

The Friday night incident 
did not appear to be related to 
demonstrations against the 
secretive, lightning visit to 
Mogadishu by Dr. Ghali, be 
added. 

Captain Tim McDavitt said 
the Italian patrol stopped the 
man about 10 kilometres north 
of Mogadishu because he was 
carrying a bag that appeared to 
have a rifle in it. 

When the soldiers ques- 
tioned h im he dropped the 
bag, pulled a German G-3 rifle 
from it and fired towards them. 
The Italians returned fire and 
killed him. 


Composition of self-rule bodies 
expected to reveal PLO approach 


From Wafa Amr in Tunis 

THE PALESTINE Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) -will 
announce the formation and 
composition of the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
that would be set up in Gaza 
and Jericho, and the econo- 
mic authority Palestine 
Emergency Development 
and Reconstruction Author- 
ity (PEDRA) by the end of 
this month, PLO officials 
said. 

Officials said the formation 
of the PNA and PEDRA will 
be indicators of the PLO’s 
restructuring and transforma- 
tion from a revolution in exile 
to a technocrat body inside 
the occupied territories. They 
said the names of Palestinians 
appointed in these two bodies 
will signal whether the PLO 
leadership was accommodat- 
ing to changes brought about 
by the PLO- Israel accord, 
and the degree of response to 
the requirements of the new 
realities. 

The formation of these two 
authorities, particularly the 
PNA, has been the most 
pressing and complicated 
issue for PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat. Officials said by 
the appointment of members 
of the political and economic 
bodies, Arafat was faced with 
the challenge of avoiding fac- 
tional differences and inter- 
nal disputes in the ongoing 
“power struggle” inside the 
PLO over a share in the 
future Palestinian authority. 

PLO officials consider tire 
mainstream Fateh faction, 
the largest PLO group led by 
Arafat, as the PNA’s ruling 
political party. Other fac- 
tions, such as FIDA led by 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
and the Palestinian People’s 
Party led by Bashir Barghouti 
are seeking a share in the 
Palestinian authority. Both 
Fateh partners to the Middle 
* East peace process launched 
in Madrid in 1991, the two 
have been seeking agree- 
ments that would guarantee - 
their participation in future 
arrangements inside the 
occupied territories. But> 
Arafat has so far refrained 
from committing himself to 
any prior agreements. 

“Arafat is faring a dilem-, 


ma by trying to make a ba- 
lance between the insiders 
and outsiders in the ongoing 
battle for positions, but I 
believe he will appease the 
insiders and focus less on the 
outside,” a senior PLO offi- 
cial said. “However, loyalty 
to him would probably be bis 
first consideration.” 

Most PLO officials said the 
PLO would remain in its pre- 
sent form in exile even after 
the establishment of the PNA 
and the actual' move of some 
PLO leaders to the occupied 
territories. 

“The. PLO must remain 
until a Palestinian state is 
established because of what it 
politically represents for the 
Palestinian people, but it 
must be completely restruc- 
tured,” said PLO official 
Jamil Helal. 

Helal said the PLO has to 
change from its present “un- 
organised” form to an institu- 
tionalised organisation. 

“The PLO institutions 
should not be run by indi- 
viduals, but should function 
democratically since we have 
shifted from the stage of 
being a liberation movement 
to a phase of the building of a 
state.” Helal said. 

“The old mentality has to 
change,” said another PLO 
official. 

The general Palestinian 
mood in Tunis is one of de- 
moralisation, loss and uncer- 
tainty of the future. No-one 
knows where his or her 
whereabouts would be after 
January, when the Israeli 
forces are scheduled to with- 
draw from Gaza Strip and 
Jericho and the PLO lead- 
ership move to these territor- 
ies to assume responsibilities. 

The PLO’s financial crisis 
has hit at almost every 
Palestinian family in Tunis. 
Many families live in misery 
for not being able to feed 
their children for days, and 
others have no money to buy 
medicine or pay rents. Some 
feel that since the PLO-Israel 
agreement was signed, those 
Palestinians living in Tunis 
would be forgotten. Many 
who were working full time in 
PLO offices and knew no 
other jobs, are now expected 
to find other sources of in- 
come and fend for them- 
selves. 


Officials complained from 
the slow transition of the 
PLO. They said Arafat was 
carefully choosing the names 
of future leaders. 

“Unfortunately, choosing 
names of members of PED- 
RA and the National Author- 
ity continues to be based on 
factional representation,” 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber Suleiman Najjab said. 

Najjab said since factional 
interests and considerations 
outweigh expertise and skills, 
Palestinians who have the 
right qualifications to carry 
out the duties of reconstruct- 
ing and building the Palesti- 
nian entity would be ex- 
cluded and discouraged. 

“In my opinion, this atti- 
tude is responsible for the 
estrangement that thousands 
of Palestinian intellectuals 
and scientists inside and out- 
side the occupied territories 
feel,” he said. “We don’t 
merely need economic infras- 
tructure, we need political 
infrastructure as well.” 

ANALYSIS 

Many PLO officials said 
Arafat's immediate concern 
is securing funds to run the 
Palestinian authority inside 
the occupied territories. 
Without sufficient funds, it 
was doubtful how much 
leverage the PLO would have 
over political and economic 
decisions inside the occupied 
territories and in the imple- 
mentation of the PLO-Israel 
accord. 

They have complained, 
together with Israel and the 
international community of 
the slow process of the PLO's 
transition and from delay in 
forming PEDRA and the 
PNA. Some Western diplo- 
mats said they believed that 
the PLO was not prepared 
yet to assume responsibilities 
m Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Palestinian economist- 
Yousef Sayigh said Arafat 
approved the formation of 
PEDRA on Sept. 15, two 
days after the signing of the 
PLO-Israel accord, but the 
delay in the actual formation 
of the political and the econo- 
mic authorities reflected the 
PLO leadership’s worries 
i that such bodies could poss- 
ibly weaken the PLO’s grip 


on the decision-making pro- 
cess and would confiscate the 
PLO’s financial independ- 
ence by subjecting the emerg- 
ing Palestinian entity to 
donors’ dictates. 

“There' have been political 
and economic considerations 
in the formation of PEDRA 
and political and economic 
reasons for the delay,” Dr. 
Sayigh said. “The PLO’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee probably 
fears that these bodies could 
form a state- wi thin -a-state 
and it would be left without 
full authority.” 

“In order to avoid this, the 
PLO leadership approved the 
' formation of a higher econo- 
mic and social council pres- 
ided by Arafat himself that 
would meet twice a year and 
would direct PEDRA, but 
there would be no political 
intervention in the functions 
of PEDRA,” Sayigh said. 

PEDRA would choose de- 
velopment projects for the 
occupied territories, imple- 
ment and supervise the im- 
plementation and follow up 
with donors for funding and 
evaluation, Sayigh said! 

He said an internal audit- 
ing body will be set up within 
the PEDRA structure, in 
addition to the appointment 
of an auditor from outside 
the occupied territories. 

He said that a list of names 
of economic experts from in- 
side and outside the occupied 
territories has been submit- 
ted to the PLO chairman for 
approval, but no decision has 
been taken yet. 

The PLO chairman's fore- 
most concern has been to 
guarantee the running costs 
for administering the occu- 
pied territories, and for 
security and police. 

Executive Commitee mem- 
ber Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
the French government has 
promised the PLO that it 
would push for European 
participation in securing cash 
funds for the PLO to enable 
it to administer the occupied 
territories during the interim 
period. 

Other PLO officials said 
the PNA and PEDRA would 
be named and announced by 
the end of this month so that 
implementation of the PLO- 
Israel accord would be car- 
ried out as scheduled in the 
agreement. 
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Police and rescue workers try to uncover victims 
trapped under the debris of a building that 
partially collapsed when a powerful bomb ex- 


ploded in the Protestant ShankMH road of 
Belfast Saturday. 


At least 9 killed in blast in Belfast 


BELFAST (Agencies) — The 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) bombed the for- 
mer headquarters of Northern 
Ireland’s largest Protestant pa- 
ramilitary group Saturday, kill- 
ing at least nine people and 
injuring 50. rescuers and wit- 
nesses said. 

Within minutes of the explo- 
sion, the IRA said in a state- 


Leftists 

assail 

government 

By Aken Bannayan 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — TWo leftist poli- 
tical parties Saturday accused 
the government of election 
irregularities and threatened to 
boycott the country's first 
multi-party polls in nearly four 
decades. 

The threat echoed a similar 
stand adopted by the King- 
dom's powerful Islamic fun- 
damentalists, led by the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood movement, 
who accuse the government of 
campaigning against them to 
undermine them in the run-up 
to the Nov. 8 polls. 

The Jordanian Democratic 
Popular Unity Party and the 
Jordanian People’s Democra- 
tic Party also announced that 
they were fielding six candi- 
■ dates on a joint platform in the 
elections. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence, leaders of the two parties 
assailed a government ban on 
election rallies in public places 
and said that restricted their 
electioneering. 

“Such practices prompt us to 
suspect that democracy in Jor- 
dan is the wrong track,” said 
Tayseer Zibri, secretary- 
general of the People’s Demo- 
cratic Party, which groups for- 
mer members of the 
Damascus-based Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

Mr. Zibri and unity party 
chief Azmi Khawaja, a former 
activist of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
also based in the Syrian capit- 
al, claimed that voters' lists 
had been inflated. 

They called on the Interior 
Ministry to adopt swift action 
to rectify these “discrepancies" 
and warned that their parties 
would reconsider their parti- 
cipation in the polls. 

Interior Minister Sal a me h 
Ham mad rejected the charges 
in state media reports and said 
the government was commit- 
ted to bolding “fair and free 
elections in an atmosphere of 
total democracy.” 

“If we feel that the elections 
will not be free and fair then 
we have the option of boycot- 
ting the polls on the morning of 
Nov. 8,” said Mr. Zibri. 

Similar accusations were 
levelled against the govern- 
ment earlier this week by the 
Brotherhood's political arm, 
the Islamic Action Front, 
which cited “discrimination” 
by the Interior Ministry. 

It said the government re- 
jected Front applications to 
bold public rallies and that the 
Education Ministry has trans- 
ferred six schoolteachers who 
are front members in southern 
Jordan in a bid to lessen their 
influence in favour of the party 
in the elections in that consti- 
tuency. 

While the Brotherhood had 
22 seats in the outgoing parlia- 
ment, the leftists counted only 
a handful of representatives 
who, on occasions, came 
together to oppose govern- 
ment policies. 

Both are fierce opponents of 
. the U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace process which began in 
Spain two years ago. 

The Islamists reject any 
dealings with Israel and advo- 
cate the elimination of the Jew- 
ish state. The leftists oppose 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, but 
for a different reason: They say 
the talks foil short of fulfilling 
aspirations for Palestinian 
statehood. 


meat to a local radio station 
that it aimed , the attack at a 
“UFF leadership meeting.” 
UFF (Ulster Freedom Fight- 
ers) is a cover name used by 
the outlawed Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA), a Protes- 
tant paramilitary organisation, 
for its violent attacks. The 
British government declared 
the UDA illegal in April 1992, 


but local residents said the 
organisation has quietly con- 
tinued to use its former head- 
quarters. 

The IRA, supported by a 
minority of Roman Catholics 
in Northern Ireland, frequent- 
ly targets Protestant paramili- 
taries in its bid to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland. 


Prosecution rejects defence 
complaints against court 


AMMAN (AP) — The pro- 
secution in an alleged assas- 
sination plot against King Hus- 
sein Saturday rejected defence 
contentions that the State 
Security Court was interfering 
with witnesses. 

In a two-page document 
read out at the military tribun- 
al, Prosecutor Muhannad Hi- 
jazi, an army major, countered 
the defence assertion that the 
court was favouring the pro- 
secution. 

Maj. Hi jazz urged defence 
lawyers to “fear God and en- 
sure that they defend the ac- 
cused...” 

He also defended the court 
and said that the no-jury tri- 
bunal was justly dealing with 
the case. 

The prosecutor was replying 
to defence charges in his capac- 
ity as “defender of the public's 
rights.” The court also is enti- 
tled to respond to the charges. 
It is expected to do that at a 
later session. 

On Thursday, the six-man' 
defence team complained in a 
memorandum that the court 
interfered with their witnesses 
and that the court derk failed 
to record the full testimony of 
witnesses. 

It also asked the court to bar 
state-run news media from 
attending the proceedings be- 
cause of what the defence de- 
scribed as biased coverage of 
the seven-week-old trial. 

Ten people are being tried at 
the military court on charges of 
plotting to open fire at King 
Hussein during a June 26 gra- 
duation ceremony at Muta 
University, a military academy 
in South Jordan. 

The defendants, two of them 
being tried in absentia, are also 
charged with plotting to topple 
the government and rewrite 
the constitution through “vio- 
lent means,” and affiliation 


with an illegal organisation, 
Hezb A1 Tahrir, or Islamic 
Liberation Party. 

Hezb Al Tahrir, established 
in 1951, is a puritan Islamic 
group that does not recognise 
any of the existing Arab gov- 
ernments and advocates the 
establishment of an Islamic 
caliphate-style state. 

Five of the accused are milit- 
ary cadets at Muta, another is a 
lieutenant in tire Royal Escort 
Unit and the four others, in- 
cluding the two at large, are 
described as Hezb AI Tahrir 
leaders who recruited the stu- 
dents to cany out the assas- 
sination plot. 

They were arrested in mid- 
April. 

None of the defendants or 
witnesses can be identified by 
name m media reports under 
standing orders from the court. 

During Saturday’s four-hour 
hearing, the court heard from 
two witnesses, relatives of the 
lieutenant, that the defendant 
enjoyed good health prior to 
his arrest in April but bore 
visible signs of torture when ; 
they saw him after four months 
in detention. 

Another witness, a prison 
doctor, produced medical re- 
cords and testified that he had 
examined the defendants when 
they were transferred to a 
military jail in August, but had 
found no traces of torture ex- 
cept a peeling of skin on their . 
feet. ' . 

He said that could have hap- 
pened as a result of beating or 
pacing for extended periods. 

The defence has charged 
that the accused were sub- 
jected to “heavy physical and ’ 
psychological pressure” in 
order to extract confessions. 

The court adjourned until 
Tuesday, when the defence 
will produce more witnesses. 


Israel to release 760 detainees 


(Continued from, page 1) 
the assassinations were the re-' 
suit of a conspiracy hatched 
beyond the Arab World. 

The Arabic daily Al Nahar 
quoted a Gaza preacher as 
saying the PLO chief himself 
was responsible for Mr. Safta- 
wi’s death. 

Mr. ilraf&t had failed to take 


adequate precautions after the 
killings of Fateh leaders 
Mohammad Abu Shaaban and 
Maher Dchail, preacher Nazir 
Luqa was quoted as telling 
worshippers. 

Interna] FLO tensions have 
also emerged in the West Bank 
refugee camp of Balata, a 
stronghold of support for 
Fateh. 


•i 

IAF says its fears not allayed 

\ • K 'V ■'* ' 


(Continued ift am jag t tj..> 

The front would lose the 
support of its constituency if it 
did not use its parliamentary 
majority to deliver on its prom- 
ises to the voters. In both 
cases, they say, the IAF would 
be the big loser and hence is its 
strategy to limit its presence in 
the House to a sizeable repre- 
sentation. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
whose candidates are contest- 
ing the polls on the IAF ticket, 
won 23 seats in the previous 
Parliament and its supporters 
won ten others. 

Observers do not expect the 
Islamists to repeat the electoral 
gains of 1989 when the bloc- 
voting system allowed them to 
hold alliance with independent 
candidates and improve ’their 
performance in the elections. 

They say the introduction of 
the one^- person, one-vote for- 
mula has weakened large and 
well-organised groups by strip- 
ping them of the ability to . 
strike deals and form alliances 
through which they would get 
the second or third votes of 
voters who had as many votes 


a* 'the number of parliamen- 
tary-seats aiioted for their con- 
stituencies. 

IAF leaders had opposed the 
electoral changes but argued 
that their opposition to the 
new law was rooted in the 
“undemocratic” way in which 
the changes were introduced 
rather than in their fear that 
the new rules would work to 
their disadvantage. Now they 
.claim that their performance in 
the polls could be affected by 
the alleged government press- 
ure on them. 

The government has re- 
jected the IAF charges saying 
that ali its actions were within 
the limits of the law. 

Minister of Interior Ham- 
mad was Thursday quoted as 
saying that die ban on holding 
rallies is enforced on all candi- 
dates and that no one party is 
targetted. Petra quoted the 
minister as saying that the gov- 
ernment treats all parties 
equally. 

“The law b implemented in 
a fur way on aD,” the minister 



What makes 
Clinton sleepy Is 
‘lack of sleep’ * 

WASHINGTON (AP) — If 
President Bill Clinton seemed 
somewhat drowsy at a high - . 
tech event Friday he had al 
logical explanation. Unwitting- 
ly speaking into an open mic- 
rophone before a series of TV 
interviews, Mr. Clinton re- 
hashed baseball’s late-night 
World Series and lamented a 
shortage of sleep. After laud- 
ing the Philadelphia Phillies’ 
Curt Schilling as a “strength 
pitcher” for holding the Toron- 
to Blue Jays scoreless in nine 


nap, guys.” “You said that last 
night, too,” a woman com- 
mented. “And I didn't get 
one,” the president shot back. 
“What makes me sleepy is the 
lack of sleep,” he added. Kill- i 
mg time between tads first and * 
second TV interviews, Mr. 
Clinton got caught on mic- 
rophone again, this time grous- 
ing about his chair. When the 
interview finally began, the 
first question was, “end I hear 
■you nave a lousy seat you're 
sitting in?” “Yeah, it’s uncom- 
fortable. I like stiff-backed 
chairs but this is sort of weird,” 
tiie president answered. Mr. 
Qmton seemed to have perked 
up by the time be strolled 
across the street to have lunch 
with members of his cabinet at 
Blah House, the presidential 
guest quarters. There are eat- ■ 
ing places in the White House 
but Press Secretary Dee Dee 
Myers said Mr. Clinton wanted 
to lunch in a more informal £P 
setting. 

Pair get life 
terms in Florida 
torching case 

WEST PALM BEACH, 1 Fla. 
(R) — Two white Florida men 
who taunted a black man with 
racial slurs and set him on fire 
were sentenced to life in pris- 
on. Charles Rourk, 33, was 
sentenced to life for attempted 
first-degree murder, plus 40 
years for armed robbery and 
armed kidnapping. Mark 
Kohut, 27, was sentenced to 
life for attempted first-degree 
murder plus 27 years for kid- 
napping and robbery. A third 
accomplice, 18-year-old Jef- 
frey Pellett, who had cooper- 
ated with prosecutors and testi- 
fied against the assailants, was 
sentenced to 6-VS years in pris-^SB 
on for his role in the attack on 
Christopher Wilson. He 
pleaded guilty to a federal car- 
jacking charge. Rourk and 
Kohut abducted Wilson, 32, 
early on New Year’s Day as he 
stopped to buy a newspaper at 
a Tampa shopping' centre. 
They forced him at gunpoint to 
drive to a remote field,’ where 
they poured gasoline over him 
and set him on fire. 

4 Florida teens 
indicted in U.K. 
tourist death 


MONTICELLO, Fla. (R) — 
A grand jury Friday indicted 
four Florida teenagers, one off 
them only 13 years old, on first c 
degree murder and attempted 
murder charges for the high- 
way murder of a British tour- 
ist. The four will be charged as 
adults in the murder of British 
tourist Gary Colley, 34,. at a 
Florida highway rest stop on 
Sept. 14, his. girlfriend Mar- 
garet Ann Jagger was shot and' 
injured in what was apparently 
a botched robbery attempt. No 
trial date was immediately set. 
Fust degree murder suspects 
are not eligible for bail. The 
state will “vigorously pursue” 
the death penalty in the case, 
ptbseraitor Mike Schneider, 
said. But courts have generally 
held that teens under age 16 
cannot face the death penalty, 
and Mr. Schneider did not. 
specify whether he would seek , 
it for all the suspects, aged 13 ' 
to 16. Attorney Greg Cum- 
mings said it would be “pre- 
posterous” to seek the death 
penalty for his 13-year-old 
client, who stands barely 4 -Vt 
feet (1.37 metres) tall. He also 
maintains his client was not at 
the crime scene. . , 

China’s Deng is 
a comparative 
youngster 

PEKING (R) — China's 89- 
year-old • paramount leader 
. Deng Xiaoping turns out to be 
a comparative youngster. The 
official Xinhua News- Agency 
said Saturday that China’s old- 
est man is Gong Laife, who 
still tills tiie land in southern 
Guizhou province at asp 131. 
The oldest woman is 122 -year- 
old Kong Yin g , who still 


wood and helps with house- 
hold chores at her' home in 
Guangdong- province. - * 






